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" Florence Mason Bank Barn »l late 19th century

Ruthsburg vicinity
Private

The Florence Mason barn is a rare example of a
barn type commonly associated with Pennsylvania and
parts of western Maryland, but rarely found on the
Eastern Shore. This building is believed to date to
the late 19th century, and was probkakly built by the
Beck family of Northumberland County Pennsylvania,
who owned this farm at that time, as well as the
Willis Redden farm nearby, on which an earlier bank
barn also survives (see QA-382).
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Florence Mason farm is located on the
north side of Maryland Route 304 about one-half
mile east of Ruthsburg. The barn is located to
the east of the house within several hundred feet
of the road.

— This seemingly innocuous looking barn is, on
closer examination, one of the few known examples
of a Pennsylvania bank barn surviving on the central
and lower Eastern Shore. Sited on relatively £flat
ground, the "bank" is man-made, and consists of a
wide earth ramp on the north side of the barn,
allowing wagons and machinery to be driven up the
ramp and through huge sliding doors into the mow.
The south facade has the overshotrbay typical of
this type of barn, with a series of "dutch" stable
doors allowing access to stalls on the ground flcor.
vThe brick foundation is laid in common bond, and is
carried out the full extent of the overshot bay,
but is not carried across the south facade.

The barn is four bays long. On the north
facade, the two center bays are left open, with
large doors mounted on rails that can be opened

to allow access to the mow. The doors are now gone.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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CONTINUATION SHEET

7.1 DESCRIPTION

There are no other openings on this facade. The
west .gable has three small window Openings in the
brick foundation wall. Two of these have been closed
up, but the third-reﬁains open. On the main floor
level, there are two doors, énd on the upper level
there are two window openings with louQered vents,
There is a single six-over-six window in the upper
gable.

On the south facade, there are sliding doors
at each end of the forebay, and four stable doofs
Between them. These are hung on machine made
~ strap hinges. The foreﬁay wall is covered with
'»german siding., On the main floor of this'facade,
above the forebay, there are two large doors in the
center, a ventilator in the east bay and a
six~over-six window in the west bay. On the upper
level, two six-over-six windows in the center bays
are flanked by one ventilator on either side.

The east gable has three é@all windows in the
brick fbundation, and no openin&f on the upper
leveis. | %\\\

The interior of the barn is divided into
animal stalls on the ground level, while the

main floor and 1lqft are designed to store hay
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CONTINUATION SHEET

7.2 DESCRIPTION

and"graih. The eastern three bays of the loft
are left oﬁen, but the western bay has been
partifioned off up to the tie beam, and was used
for storing éraiﬁ. The loft space above the
granary was also used for hay.

A steep, open stair descends fromvthe main
floor to the lower.level at the north side of the
west bay. Wooden ladders rise from the main

floor to the upper reaches of the loft.
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CONTINUATION SHEET

7.3 DESCRIPTION

Construction Details

The barn rests on a brick foundation laid
in common bond. The sills are laid directly on
top of the masonry walls. Joists are -let into
the facade sills, and run parallel to the gables.
The joisté are supported by three girts running
parallel to tﬂe ridge of the roof, which are in
turn sﬁpported by heavy posts. The sill on the

south facade is supported by the joiéts, which

~are cantilevered from a girt, supported by posts,

which are also used to frame the exterior wall
of the forebay.

The framing bents consist of two end posts

and two intermediate posts, tied tégether with

two sets of tie beams and a top plate. Two queen
posts are mortised into the top nlate, and are
stabilized with a tie beam. Each queen post
suppdrfs a purlin., The individual framing bents
are joined together by the facade top plates, two
longitudinal tie beams, and thé\purlins. All
junctions are reinforced with heéyy up-~-braces,

The rafters are continuous from the top plate,

to the peak, where they are mitred, butted, and

%;’
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CONTINUATION SHEET

7.4 DESCRIPTION

nailed. The roof pitch is 34.5°, All framing

material is circular sawn oak, secured with mortise

‘and tenon joints. Wire nails are used for all

stud framing, suggesting a date of circa 1900

for this buiiding.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Florence Mason barn, believed to have been
built circa 1900, is the only recorded example
of a "bank barn® in Queen Anne's County. This type
of barn is often called a "Pennsylvania barn”
because of its widespread use there, and is also
relatively common in Maryland along the Pennsylvania
border and west of the fall line separating the
Tidewater region from the Piedmont. Ideally
suited to the rolling hills and steep terrain
in those areas, the bank barn is relatively unusual
on both the Eastern Shore and in Southern Maryland.
Only one other example is known to survive on the

Eastern Sheore south of the Chester River.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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QA-304 Florence Mason Bank Barn
Ruthsburg, Md.

Orlando Ridout Vv, 1978 (MHT)

NW facade, camera facing SE
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QA-304 Florence Mason Bank Barn
Ruthsburg, MD
Orlando Ridout VvV, 1978 (MHT)

Detail cf forebay, camera facing NE
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