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Lands End Farm 
Church Hill vicinity 
Private 

early 19th century 

Lands End Farm stands on what is believed to be 
the site of Ogle Town, an 18th century settlement on 
the Chester River. No physical evidence has been found 
of the town, but the farm remains an important 
archeological site. 

The frame wing of the main house at Lands End is 
reputedly 18th century, but a fire and later renovd
tions have obscured any evidence of fabric dating 
earlier than the early 19th century. A carefully 
preserved post-and-plank meat house in the side yard 
probably dates to the second quarter of the 19th 
century. 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Lands End Farm stands at the northernmost end 

of Wilmer Neck, a peninsula bounded by the Chester 

River on the west, Southeast branch on the north, and 

on the east by Island Creek. The house and farm 

buildings overlook the Chester River and are located 

in the center of what is believed to be the site of 

Ogle Town, a "ghost town 11 that was established in 

1732, but apparently never thrived and eventually 

disappeared. 

The main house and the majority of the farm 

buildings all date to the 20th century, but the 

southwest wing of the house is reputed to be 18th 

century, and a large post-and-plank meathouse, 

probably dating to the mid-19th century, still stands 

to the southeast of the house. 

The wing has been through several renovation.s, 

and has been modernized in recent years. Very little 

early fabric remains exposed, and what little could 

be examined was ambiguous. 

Of frame construction, this building is one-and-

one-half stories high with a central chimney. The 

overall ~imensions of the original section are 22 feet 

by 30 feet. A wing has been added to the rear, and 
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7 .1 DF.SC:UrTion 

th~ exterior siding, roof, cornic~, and windows are 

roodf'."rn. 

The interior is laid out in a two-r?om nlan, 

with the chimney centered on the partition wall, 

facing the northeast room. A small stairway in the 

south corner of this room leads to the sPcond floor. 

The cellar is.modern, consisting of a concrete 

.block foundation and a concrPte slab floor·. The sills 

are hewn, and.the joists are pit sawn, but there is 

no f~rther evidRnce to aid in dating. 

The roof is of common rafter coristruction secured 

at. the ridge with a pegged mortise and tenon joint. 

The collars are h~lf-lapped and naile~ with machin" 

nails, and also serve as ceiling joists. The nailers 

for the room arP .nri.rrow c=inc3 very uniform, c=md may not 

be 01'.'igin?'l. The gable studs are secured with machine 

nails.· The interior of thP roof structure has been 

heavily sr.orchnd by a fire. The da'rn0ge is uniform .. 

throughout the accPssible portion of the roof, and 
. \ 

sugges~s a fl~sh of fire from a'~ource oh one of thP 
\ 

.lower floors, which was extinguished bPfore irreparable 

d~m~ge was done to the roof. 

. ., . 
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7. 2 Di:~SCRIPTION · 

There is not sufficient evidPnce to propose.a 

date· for this house. ·It cl.early predat9A the lcirger 

house ~djoining it, but the only cle~rly dateable 

evidPnce consists of the machine nails in the roof, 

which could easily have been rebuilt in the nineteenth 

century. Pit sawn joists and hPwn sills could suggest 

an earlier date, but are still found as lat~ as the 

mid-19th century. 

M<:>athou.se 

· The meat hou~e is ap~roximately fourteen fe~t by 

sixteen feet, and rests on modPrn brick piers at the 

~ edge 'of the driv~way. It is of post and plnnk construction, 

cov~red with wide vertical planks and wood shingles. 

The gable roof i~ approxi~ately 45 dPgiees in pitch. 

There is one door in the center of the northwest 

gable. This is very wide arid low, only four feet, 

eleven inches high. The door is not original, but 

i~ hung on large wr6ught iron ~~rap hinges and pintAls. 
\ 

This building appe;us to be a rilther late exumple 

of poRt and plank construction, ty0{fied by s~allcr 

logs hewn on all fbur sides, rathPr than being ~it 

·,-..._ sawn from a large hewn log. They average 6~ inches 
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7.3 DESCRIPTION 
' ' 

by·4~ inchen. They are mortised into corner ponts 

knd s~cured with pegs driven in from the outside. 

·There are no intermedi~te posts, and no downbraces. 

The spaCflS between the logs h<-lve been- filled with 

split scraps of wciod and brickbats and plastered. 

The ceiling joists are hewn, and .support. a flat false 

plate. Machine sawh common rafters are mortise and 

tenoned ot the ridge ;rnd SPcured with a peg. There .is 

~ double set of collars half-ctovetailed into the 

rafter pairs and secured with machine nails. The 

gable. studs are mortised into the top plate at the bottom 

and nailed at the top with m~chinc nails. Plain 

horizontal weatherboards cover the exterior face of 

the gable studs, a.nd these h~ve in turn been cover0<l 

with wood shingles;-.The wide floorboards are nailed 

to ro~nd log sleepers. The top fRce of each sleeper '' 

has be~n·hewn flat, and ~ortines cut at e~c~ end, 

but·the bark is left on. 

\. 

\ 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Lands End Farm stands on what is believed to 

be the sight of Ogle Town, an 18th century settlement 

on the Chester River. Although no physical evidence 

has yet been found of the town, this is an important 

archeological site. The house that stands on this 

site is reputed to be 18th century, but positive 

dating evidence is lacking. It seems unlikely that 

this house is early enough to be the only remaining 

structure of Ogle Town, and may even date to the 

nineteenth century. The post and plank meat house 

is of particular interest, providing a well-preserved 

and carefully maintained example of a type of 

construction that was thought to be extremely rare in 

Tidewater Maryland, but is appearing with increasing 

frequency. This particular structure exhibits a 

number of features which are useful in establishing 

a progression of characteristics that can be used 

in dating similar buildings. 
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Digital color photo on file at MHT 
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QA-305 Lands End Farm 
Church Hill vicinity, ~d. 
Orlando Ridout V, 1978 (MHT) 
Early wing, NW facade 





QA-305 lands End Farm: Meathouse 
Church Hill vicinity, MD 

Orlando Ridout V, 1978 (MHT) 
NW Gable, camera facing SE 


