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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The site of Ogle Town is believed to be on 

the south side of Chester River at the mouth of 

South East Branch. A plat prepared in 1732 clearly 

identifies both the river and South East Branch, 

and the town is noted on several 18th century 

maps, in particular on the Fry-Jefferson map of 

1751. This point of land, now known as Wilmer 

Point, was identified in 1732 as 11 Hawkin 1 s Prize 

House Point". 

The town plat prepared in 1732 is composed 

of a grid plan, with three principal streets 

running parallel to Chester River and five more 

streets of varying widths running back perpendicular 

to the river. A copy of this plat is included 

with this form. 

An examination of the shoreline and the 

plowed fields at Lands End Farm revealed no 

archeological evidence of an early 18th century 

site. This examination was superficial in scope, 

however, and should not discourage more rigorous 

testing by a professional field crew. For a 

discussion of historical and documentary evidence, 

ref er to section 8 of this form. 
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_INVENTION 

SPECIFIC DATES 1732 BU I LO ER/ ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Ogle Town was one of three towns established by 

the Maryland General Assembly in 1732. Bridge Town, 

on the Choptank River, survived to become the 

present-day town of Greensboro,in what is now 

Caroline County. Kings Town, on the Chester River 

opposite Chestertown, served as a small trading 

and business center for much of the 18th century, 

only to fade away and then disappear under the 

modern community of the same name. Ogle Town, 

named for proprietary governor Samuel Ogle, was 

located on the Chester River at the mouth of South 

East Branch. While this town seems to have enjoyed 

a period of prosperity, by the mid-18th century it 

was in decline, and by the end of the century had 

probably disappeared completely. 

The act establishing Ogle Town was passed 

July 11, 1732. It appointed commissioners and 

empowered them to purchase land and to survey and 

lay out lots. In order to retain title to lots, 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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0":.__-------Queen Anne's WUJ 

«Editor's note: Queen Anne•i 
County is run of hamlets "llh 
rlch·bOUnding. thought-provok-
ing names. lnterec;ting pla~~­
:"'ice places to Ii\ e. And . nc;1t. 
t n this Sl•rif'S. the color , history 
and charm or su~b places " ill 
re\ rah-d>. 

8 ) DOROTHY Ll:'\DSfRO~t 
Sta ff Wr iter 

Town Is plamecl 

LANDS END FARM-Located wbere Southeast Creek ruM Into the Chest.er RJver, this stretch fl 
land on Wilmer Neck,. ... an Ideal locatlon for the "ghost to1\'11" ol Ogletown, planned for an area 
or Qutt11 Anne'• County once called "Ha•·klns Prize House Polnl." Tbe farm ls presenUy owued 
by M!. and Mn. Adrian P . Reed. 

Because of its beaity, it is no 
wonder why lhe General 
Assebly OD .August 8, 1732 
passed an acl to btild a town 
there, OD the south ~de of the 

. (]Jester River al lhe mouth or 
what was then caDed Sou~ 
Easl Branch. Frederick 
Emory records that the town 
was to be laid out in Jot.a on 60 
acres or land. 1be point of 
land, now believed to be 
Wilmer Point, was known al 
that time as "Hawlrin's Prize­
House Point." 

ran from 1731 to 1742, Og~ had 
to deal with "agitation in 
connection with the 'low 
condition' of the tobacco 
trade." Considered the staple 
crop of Maryland, tobacco wu 
vital to the welfare or the 
province. 

Ogle cited the exporting or 
what be called "tra1by" 
tobacco, frun the province. 
According to Andrews, the 
tobacco market was '"over­
slocl<ed," with demands and 
pr~es hitting rock-bottom. 

Blamed tobacco cutters 

The town was called "Ogle­
town-upoo-Olesler ," appareol­
ly lo honor of Samuel O&Je, 
p-oprietary governor or Mary­
land at that time. •Prize- To relieve the situation, Ogle 
Home Point," in the viciJ ity or first called for a reduction or 
what is now Lands End Fann, tobacco acruge. And, in hia 
received ill name by vrtue f 1731 inaugural address, be 
the facl that tobacco was announced that be wu ''bta~ 
p es1ed into bogsbea:S in a tily concerned for the calami­
bullding called the .. pri1:e tou1 concllon tbe Cbumy • m, 
bome.'' or ''press b<Ue" No occasioned by the Decay of lta 
h .. ohmy aach-Wi14lmg oa • .. -~ j 
be found in the area, but It 
<WOuld appear peulble that 
such a tobacco-p-essq bwd-
ing w• once located there. 
Tobacco la 1tW 1rown at 
variout. ranm in tbe county. 
locludinC "Rea dbou roe .. ' 
which is located am1 the 
(])ester Riwr cm WI mer Neck. 

()&le aed aob11c:c:ie 

Governor Osle bad aome 
tJouble wltb. the tobacco 
industry in coJonlal Maryland. 
acccrdJnl to raeardl dme by 
Matthew Pqe Andrews lo bis 
book Hiltery el Maryla ... 
Prevl.ct aDd S&ate, "publls~ 
In 1121. • 

Dlri.qi bis first · leM'!' 
proprietary 1.overnor, 

Trade , and the Lowness or its 
Staple." Andrews further re-

cords that Ogle pul the ~ame 
on the questionable proc~ 

ings of "Certain Cullers-up d 
Tobacco Plants." ' 

Though Ogle's govemorshp 
was briefly interrupted in Jill 
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Ql EE~ A''E'S H 1-:c·onO -(IR~EH\·1m 
~O\ t·mltt>r 28, l!t73 P :t{;I' 11 

}lf"llY 'keepsake series'----------
. 

ir~t. 'planned Communitie§' 
I 

b'' an "interim of persooal 
conl.rol by fifth Lord Bal ti· 
more," he ne\'crtheless was 

• reinstated as go\.'ernor in 1747, 
• ~ . and ser\'ed until 1752. Ogle was 

~I
. , not a resident of Queen Anne's 

., ' County, ha\'ing established an ·1 estate, "Belair" in Prince 
George's County. e: . .Jn 1739, England declared 

i' ; : \,~ war against Spain. an act 
4'-I- ,~ which apparently diverted 

I 
Governor Samuel Ogle from 
his woes over the tobacco 
industry. The war with S)'.Bin 
may also have put an 
economic halt to the Ogetown 
project, as the place is 

· presently untraceatie . Emory 
~ mentions Ogletown in refer-

ence to a land deed be 
discovered, staling that kl 1734, 
two years aft.er the General 

t , .. 11 Assembly plamed the 60-acre 

I 
town, James Hollyday pur­
chaaed "Madtlinborougb," 
"lying on the main road 
leading from Ogletawn."- . 

tkb of 
1 area 
O'tnled 

Dead Snd Road 

It is reasonable to assune 
that the "main road'' this lln d 
deed refer• to is Lands Did 
Road. And what mere approp-

into a dead end at Southeast 
Creek? 

Oglelo\\1l also must have run 
into a dead end somewhere in 
lhe minds or provin'cial Mary­
land planners, because there is 
no m rlhly sign anywhere cl a 
town on Wilmer Nedt . Probab­
ly one or Maryland's original 
" planned communit ies" Ogl~ 
town may someday be joined 
by Wye Island and Pioneer 
Point, two other proposed 
"planned communities" being 
considered for Qieen Anne's 
O>unty. 

But if you live out fbat way, 
or even drive down Lanm Dld 
Road sometime, you may 
notice that the quiet, almost ' 
ghostlike atmosphere Of the 
area is a perfect backdrop fer 
the ghost town named an.er 
Samuel Ogle. Whatever ha~ 
pened to the plans for 
Ogletown, it would seem that 
neither the dlcks c:r the gee1e 
of the people at Wilmer Neck 

. appear disturbed that the 
v..tiole Idea reached a dead end. 

What could have evalved into 
athriving Clester River pirt 
isno mere than the kmd of land 
much of Queen Anne's Ccmty 
still bas to offer-peacef\j, 
qujet, and preserved. 
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