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115 Chesterfield Avenue is built on a lot which was 
laid out around 1830. Between October 1831 and October 
1882, the present house was constructed by William H. 
Hopkins. In October of 1332, he sold the house and lot 
to Margaret Taylor who owned it for twenty two years. 

The house is one of the more ambitious Second Empire 
style houses in Centreville, with Victorian Gothic 
details. Its plan is quite like many houses in the county 
dating from the mid-19th century ("Bourbon") to 1912 
("Ward's Gift"). It is one of a very few to have plaster 
cornices and well-preserved marbleized mantels. 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Yates House, at 115 Chesterfield Avenue, 

opposite Broadway, is a large Second Empire style 

2 1/2 story frame residence. Its five bay facade is 

accented by a central pavillion/tower, and a full 

length screened porch across the first story. 

The windows of the facade have long 2/2 sash on 

the first story and shorter ones on the second story. 

In the central bay or tower are a pair of long 2/2 

sash windows with louvered blinds. The cornice, wtth 

its built-in gutter, has brackets above each side of 

the windows and at the corners of the building. 

Flanking the tower, in the decorative slate roof, are 

two small dormers with 2/2 sash, the upper sash with 

curved head, and having bracketed gothic-like 

details with finial at the apex of the roof. Like 

the second story, the 3rd floor windows of the tower 

are double, but they have the same decorations as 

the flanking dormer windows. Since the tower 

projects from the house about two feet, the tower's 

decorative slate roof is even more oronounced, 

especially since it is also taller than the main 

roof. It appears to have had an iron gallery around 

the top of the tower. 
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115 Chesterfield Avenue is built on a lot which 

was laid out around 1880. Between October 1881 and 

October 1882, the present house was constructed by 

William H. Hopkins. In October of 1882, he sold the 

house and lot to Margaret Taylor who owned it for 

twenty two years. 

The house is one of the more ambitious Second 

Empire style houses in Centreville, with Victorian 

Gothic details. Its plan is quite like many houses 

in the county dating from the mid-19th century 

("Bourbon") to 1912 ("Ward's Gift"). It is one 

of a very few to have plaster cornices and well-

preserved marbleized mantels. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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7.1 DESCRIPTION 

On the first floor porch there are six columns with 

fan-like pierced decoration in the brackets. At the tops 

of the columns are small pairs of brackets. The entry 

has a double door with transom. 

On the south facade is a two story bay window 

extending to the roof. Both stories are the same, with 

recessed panels beneath each of the 2/2 sash windows and 

pairs of small brackets in the cornice at the angles of 

the bay. 

Behind the building ifl a three bay two story addition, 

with plain screen porch at the central entrance. On the 

second story the last window is lower than the other two. 

On the back of the building there is a door and 

kitchen window on the first floor and one window above. 

The back of the main block has no window on the first 

floor and one on the second. Along the north side of the 

back wing is an enclosed porch with a small casement 

in the bath, and three long double casements. The second 

floor of this porch has 1/3 enclosed and 2/3 screened. 

Along the outside edge of this old porch is a brick path. 

The interior of Yates House is composed of a central 

stair hall with flanking parlors. Behind the south parlor 

is a dining room and kitchen, the latter two divided by 

a chimney and enclosed stair to an original isolated 

servants' room. 
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7.2 DESCRIPTION 

The stair is a close string structure rising from 

the south side of the hall. The lower step is flared 

and the large square newel is set on an angle. It is 

molded, has applied discs and a ball finial.. There are 

turned balusters and drop finials around the opening 

beneath the secondary newels. The door way is separated 

in its own very shallow alcove with arch above. The 

back door, beneath the stair, is sealed from when the 

building was divided into two apartments. 

The north parlor has a handsome marbleized slate 

mantel with Roccoco form and Eastlake decoration. Two 

20th century closets flank the fireplace. The windows to 

the porch (east) extend nearly to the floor. Around the 

ceiling is a very bold plaster cornice, like the hall 

and south parlor. 

The south parlor is similar, but opposite the fire­

place is a 3-window bay extending to the ceiling. All 

of the doors in the building have 4-panels. There is an 

extra door flanking the fireplace to a stair closet. The 

floors have narrow oak flooring. 

The dining room is quite plain except for a very 

handsome marblerzed classical form mantel, also made of 

slate. 

The kitchen has been altered over the years but 

retains a window on the south and door on the north which 



QA-339 

CONTINUATION SHEET 

7.3 DESCRIPTION 

leads to the back porch. Visible on the porch is original 

German siding. Also, the old porch posts are champhered 

and between them is tongue and groove dado boards. 

The building is situated on a very small lot. 
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Summary of Title 

Sept. 20, 1973. Ann M. Starkey, straw party, to Hugh 

M. Perry and Sarah Mitchell Perry "Lots and three 

story dwelling house" (CWC 77, folio 633). 

Sept. 20, 1973. Sara Mitchell Perry and Alfred Clayton 

Mitchell to Ann M. Starkey, straw party. 

(CWC 77, folio 631). 

Oct. 22, 1971. Willard C. Mitchell to Sara Mitchell 

Perry and Alfred Clayton Mitchell. (CWC 59, 

folio 214.) 

May 29, 194B. M. Myron Price, widower, to Willard C. 

Mitchell and Grace C. Mitchell. (ASG Jr. 19, 

folio 567). 

June 3, 1939. William R. Horney to M. Myron Price, 

Jr., and Ida S. Price. (ASG Jr. 1, folio 271). 

May 29, 1929. Mae H. Price et al to William R. Horney. 
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115 Chesterfield Avenue 

Centreville 

Summary of Title (Cont'd) 

Dec. 31, 1904. Margaret A. Taylor to Rachel A. Price 

for $4100. Two lots, one fronting on Chesterfield 

Ave. (on which the house stands) purchased from 

Willian H. Hopkins in 1BB2; the other a smaller 

lot to the rear, purchased from Mary J. Tilghman 

in 1B93. (JEG 7, folio 230). 

October 31, 13B2. William H. Hopkins and Mollie E. 

Hopkins to Margaret A. Taylor, for $4000. Lot 

on Chesterfield Ave. 100 x 150 feet. No mention 

of the three story dwelling house noted in all 

successive transactions, but the sale price 

indicates the house was complete. 

October 5, 1331. Edward B. Newnam and Sarah Elizabeth 

Newnam to William H. Hookins for $400. Lot 100 

x 150 on Chesterfield Avenue, designated as Lots 

No. 10 and No. 11 on Newnam's plat. Stipulated 

in deed that dwelling house to be erected must 

cost at least $600. 
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