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Newnam House 
Centreville 
Private 

1888 

This frame Victorian house was constructed in 1888 
for Mrs. S. E. Newnam by Christopher P. Walters, a 
local carpenter and builder who was active in Centreville 
in the last quarter of the 19th century and the early 
20th century. In 1928 it was purchased by W. Edward 
Barton, a local cabinetmaker, who made several changes 
to the house to modernize it, but otherwise carefully 
maintained the Victorian appearance. The original 
building contract, dated August 15, 1888, and an early 
photograph of the house remain in the possession of 
Mr. Barton's daughter, the oresent owner. The contract 
price for the house wa~ $2620, to be p3id with a lot 
valued at $600 and the balance in cash. 
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II DESCRIPTION (-i-- h- ; '-f :-_,, 

CONDITION CHECK ONE 

~EXCELLENT 

_GOOD 

_DETERIORATED 

_RUINS 

_UNEXPOSED 

_UNALTERED 

XALTERED 

CHECK ONE 

~ORIGINAL SITE 

_MOVED DATE. __ _ 

_ FAIR 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Barton House is located on the north side 

of Chesterfield Avenue west of Broadway in Centre-

ville. Constructed in 1888, it is the oldest house 

on this section of Chesterfield Avenue, which 

remained relatively unneveloped until the turn of 

the century. 

Of frame construction on a continuous brick 

foundation, the Barton house is 2 1/2 stories high 

with an asymmetrical cross plan. The front facade 

consists of a projecting semi-octaqonal bay to the 

right and double entrance doors set back to the left. 

The projecting bay is pierced by four 1/1 windows 

on the first and second floor. The upper gable is 

highly decorative, with a small paired window in 

the center flanked by apolied stranwork on either 

side and a horizontal band of geometric strapwork 

below. The deeoly overhanging eaves of the 

steeply ~itched gable roof are tricked out with 

Eastlake verge boards and decorative scrollwork 

in the apex. The door to the left is set off by 

sidelights and a transom~ there is a single 1/1 

window above the door on the second floor. The 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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II SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 
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_INVENTION 

SPECIFIC DATES 1888 BUILDER/ARCHITECT Christopher F. Walters 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

This f rarne Victorian house was constructed 

in 1888 for Mrs. s. E. Newnam by Christooher P. 

Walters, a local carpenter and builder who was 

active in Centreville in the last quarter of the 

19th century and the early 20th century. In 1928 

it was purchased by W. Edward Barton, a local 

cabinetmaker, who made several changes to the house 

~o modernize it, but otherwise carefully maintained 

the Victorian apnearance. The ori~inal building 

contract, dated Augu~t 15, 1888, and an early 

photograph of the house remain in the possession 

of Mr. Barton's daughter, the present owner. The 

contract nrice for the house was $2620, to be naid 

with a lot valued at $600 and the balance in cash. 

This house was one of the first constructed 

on Chesterfield Avenue, an area that was developed 

in the late 1890's and early 1900's. Christonher 

Walters is said to have built many of the houses 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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CONTINUATION SHEET 

7.1 DESCRIPTION 

OA-343 

first and second story are covered with horizontal 

German siding; the slate roof is embellished with bands 

of fishscale decoration. A one story porch wraps around 

the front and east wall of the house. The present porch 

columns replace original turned posts with brackets 

and low railings. 

The front entrance is located on the south wall of 

a projecting cross wing that encompasses the interior 

entrance hall and stair. The only opening in the west 

wall of this cross wing is a 2/2 window with peaked 

upper sash in the third story gable. To the rear of the 

cross gable the west facade is protected by a two story 

porch with an ornate scrollwork ballustrade on the second 

floor. A door opens onto the porch on each floor, and 

2/2 windows are asymmetrically arranged to provide 

light and ventilation to the rear rooms. 

On the east facade, a second cross gable projects 

near the center, with two 1/1 windqws to the left and 

a small enclosed side porch to the right. The first 

floor of the cross gable is semi-octagonal, with 

single 1/1 windows in each of the three primary facets. 

On the second story the projection is rectangular, with 

1/1 windows. Other openings inc_lude a 1/1 window to 



CONTINUATION SHEET 

7.2 DESCRIPTION 

OA-343 

the left of the cross gable on the second floor and a 

pitched roof dormer on the third floor. To the rear 

of the cross gable, the original side entrance porch 

has been enclosed and converted to a powder room. There 

are two 2/2 windows to the right of the powder room on 

the first floor and three 2/2 windows on the second floor. 

A shed lean-to covers the rear wall of the house. 

A flush brick chimney rises at the center of this wall, 

with a single 2/2 window on the second floor to the right 

of the chimney. 

The interior plan consists of an entrance and stair 

hall along the west side of the house, with a front 

parlor to the right and a dining room to the rear. A 

door in the rear of the dining room opens into a short 

hall that leads eack ~o the kitchen, which is located at 

the rear of the house. Doors in the hall open into a 

pantry, a powder room, and a back stair. The rear lean-to, 

beyond the kitchen, serves as a utility and storage 

room. 

When Edward Barton purchased the house in 1928 he 

maqe several alterations. The most significant of these 

was to open up the east wall of the front hall, bringing 

more light into the hall and giving an increased feeling 



CONTINUATION SHEET 

7.3 DESCRIPTION 

QA-343 

of space to the front parlor and the dining room. 

·The stair rises against the west wall of the hall 

to a landing at the rear, turns 90 degrees and rises to 

the second floor. It is an open-string stair with 

square-~ection Eastlake newel po~ts, turned balusters, 

and a molded walnut handrail. The carriage is plain; 

the area below the carriage is plastered, not paneled. 

Decorative trim includes the original reeded architrave 

trim, circa 1929 architrave trim, and a pair of columns 

added in 1928 when the hall partition was removed. 

The fireplace i? the front parlor has been rebuilt; there 

is no evidence of a corresponding fireplace for the 

dining room. 

The second floor plan consists of a stair hall along 

the front west wall and a second hall leading to the 

rear of the house along the west wall. There are bed

rooms above the front parlor and the dining room. The 

rear hall leads back to the kitchen stairs, a bathroom 

above the pantry, and a rear bedroom over the kitchen. 

The front stair continues up to a pair of finished 

garrett rooms and an unfinished attic on the third 

floor. 
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CONTINUATION SHEET 

8.1 STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

on this street. The plan, form, end decoration 

are all very expressive of the Queen Anne and Eastlake 

styles, and in overall detail the house bears comparison 

with Walters home on North Commerce Street (QA-145) 

constructed in 1894. 



Real Property Search - Individual Report 

Click here for a lain text A DA com )Ii ant screen. 

Maryland Department of Assessments and Taxation 
QUEEN ANNE'S COUNTY 
Real Property Data Search 

Account Identifier: District - 03 Account Number - 000834 

Owner Information 

Owner Name: 

Mailing Address: 

WEISS, CAROLINE M 

306 CHESTERFIELD AVENUE 
CENTREVILLE MD 21617 

Use: 
Principal Residence: 

Deed Reference: 

Location & Structure Information 

RESIDENTIAL 
YES 

Page 1of2 

QA-343 

Go Back 
View Map 
~~w Sear~ti 

Groun_Q_Rent 

1) MWM/ 298/ 108 
2) 

Premises Address 
306 CHESTERFIELD AVE 
CENTREVILLE 21617 

Legal Description 

LOT 16200 SQ FT 
N/CHESTRFLD AVE 
CENTREVILLE 

Map Grid 
300 

Parcel 
866 

Special Tax Areas 

Sub District 

Town 
Ad Valorem 
Tax Class 

Subdivision Section Block Lot Group Plat No: 
80 Plat Ref: 

CENTREVILLE 

04 
Primary Structure Built 

1881 
Enclosed Area 

2,575 SF 
Property Land Area 

16,200.00 SF 
County Use 

Stories 
2 1/2 

Basement 
NO 

Type 
STANDARD UNIT 

Land: 
Improvements: 

Total: 
Preferential Land: 

Base 
Value 

52,260 
121,350 
173,610 

0 

Seller: JOHNSON, KATHERINE B 
Type: IMPROVED ARMS-LENGTH 
Seller: 
Type: 
Seller: 
Type: 

Partial Exempt Assessments 
County 
State 
Municipal 

Class 
000 
000 
000 

Value Information 

Value 
As Of 

01/01/2004 
96,770 

151,710 
248,480 

0 

Phase-in Assessments 
As Of As Of 

07/01/2003 07/01/2004 

173,610 
0 

198,566 
0 

Transfer Information 

Date: 01/28/1988 
Deedl: MWM/ 298/ 108 
Date: 
Deedl: 
Date: 
Deedl: 

Exemption Information 

07/01/2003 
0 
0 
0 

07/01/2004 
0 
0 
0 

Exterior 
FRAME 

Price: $130,000 
Deed2: 
Price: 
Deed2: 
Price: 
Deed2: 

Tax Exempt: NO Special Tax Recapture: 
Exempt Class: 

*NONE* 

http:// sdatcert3 .resi usa.org/rp _rewrite/results. asp ?streetN umber=3 06&streetN ame=Chester... 412312004 



.J,tt.lftl.'5 W. VN.UA.NT 
ewe ••/t.•• 
•.•• A. 

"'·" 

/ 
eQl>.RO ~ 

EOJCATION 
'T&Pf!.7/l~'!!J 

Z.OA. 

eo.o.RO OF EDlJCATION 
T&P £?/139 

\\ "?teA 
P.5 

J'Rll.N& T N°'"",JR.,l1A\. 
ewe. "'14/s..4 

.,u, 

WIU...IAME. 
T><O... P50N 
-~/23:) 

P.ZI 

G-...&GO~Y L.- •O"'-Q.MA'lllt...z:t'T 
c"""'o •&7/ssa 

fie~~ 
T&f>CJ/'4!> 

0.31A. 
P/OP.9 

<f. 

1toe1.1n w. tox CW'.,,,,.... 
r. to 

fi . 

FREDA. C !IMITN 
C.WC3a/~ 

P.IG 



QA-343 
House 

Newnam ld A venue 06 Chesterfie 
3 . Quadrangle Centreville • 

P,f16,4 / 

/ 



Mary McCarthy 
Spring/Summer 2003 
Digital color photo on file at MHT 


