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Edwin Brown HouRe 
Centreville 
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1915 

One of the best examples of early twentieth century 
housing is a brown shingle gambrel roof structure on 
Chesterfield Avenue in Centreville. The house was 
constructed in 1915 £or Edwin Brown, Esq. by w. H. Neale, 
carpenter. It is a modestly appointed dwelling and has 
a plan that reflects the concern for efficiency while not 
giving up the graciousness of earlier houses. Its 
elliptical fanlight over the front door is outstanding, 
as is the open string stair with handrail terminating in 
a bold volute. 

Behind the house and to the southeast the yard is 
terraced and retains some of the flower gardens begun by 
Mrs. Brown soon after the house was constructed. 
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INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY 

6NAME 
HISTORIC 

AND/OR COMMON 

Edwin Brown House, or the Valliant House 

flLOCATION 
STREET & NUMBER 

CheRterfield Avenue 
CITY. rowN 

CentrPville _VICINITY OF 

STATE 

Maryland 

DcLASSIFICATION 

CATEGORY 
_DISTRICT 

X-BUILDING(S) 

_STRUCTURE 

_SITE 

_OBJECT 

OWNERSHIP STATUS 
_PUBLIC XOCCUPIED 

x_PRIVATE _UNOCCUPIED 

_BOTH _WORK IN PROGRESS 

PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE 
_!N PROCESS _YES RESTRICTED 

_BEING CONSIDERED _YES UNRESTRICTED 

x not applicable XNo - - " 

dOWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME 

E. S. Valliant, Jr. 

CONGRESSIONAL QI STRICT 

1st 
COUNTY 

Queen Anne's 

PRESENT USE 

_AGRICULTURE _MUSEUM 

_COMMERCIAL __ PARK 

_EDUCATIONAL x__PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

_ENTERTAINMENT __ RELIGIOUS 

__ GOVERNMENT _SCIENTIFIC 

_INDUSTRIAL 

_MILITAPY 

_ 'RANSPORTt.. TION 

__ OTHER 

Telephone #: 758-1176 ------- --~---~~--~~~ ~---~--

~TREET & NUMBER 

Chesterfield Avenue P.O. Box L 
CITY TOWN 

Centreville _ VICINITY OF 

IJLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION Liber #: 
couRTHousE Fo 1 1· 0 * · 

h 
-'- ;t. 

REGISTRY OF oErns,Erc. Queen Anne's County Court ouse 
STREET & NUMBER 

Courthouse Scuare 

CentrE~ville 

Iii REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

DATE 

STATE , Zl.p coae 
Melryland 21617 

ASG Jr. 12 
341 

STATE 

Maryland 

_FEDERAL _STATE _COUNTY _LOCAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR 

SURVEY RECORDS 

CITY. TOWN STATE 



B DESCRIPTION 

YeXCELLENT 

_GOOD 

_FAIR 

CONDITION 

_DETERIORATED 

_RUINS 

CHECK ONE 

.&°NALTERED 

_ALTERED 

CHECK ONE 

..&R1GrNAL SITE 

_MOVEO DATE __ _ 

_ UNEXPOSED 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL !IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Edwin Brown House stands on a large lot on 

the southwest side of Chesterfield Avenue near 

Centreville Wharf. It i~ a moderate size frame 

structure covered with brown wood shingles and trimmed 

in white. It is difficult to classify into a 

single style because of the brown shingles and the 

Colonial Revival garnbrel form. The latter would 

probably be more accurate, for the interior as well 

as the porch posts, etc. reflect more the Colonial 

Revival than the shingle style. 

The building is approximately 42' x 36' with a 

leanto porch on the facade and a portion 6f one 

qable. There is also a small porch off of the 

kitchen. It is a garnbrel roof structure on the 

gables with larqe shPd dorners on both sides. Being 

a deep building, the uoper ?itch of the gambrel 

encloses enough space for a third story. 

The house is basically a three bay wide by 

two bay deep building. It has a central entry with 

sidelights. Flanking the entry are two windows, 

each with 4 case~ents. The shed dormer also has 

three 4-casement windows. 

A single window on each of the three stories 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



Ill SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD 

'IEHISTORIC 

_1400-1499 

_1500.1599 

_1600-1699 

_1700-1799 

_1800-1899 

~900-

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

___ARCHEULU(JY-PREHISTORIC 

___ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC 

__AGRICULTURE 

~~CHITECTURE 
___ART 

_COMMERCE 

_COMMUNICATIONS 

_COMMUNITY PLANNING 

_CONSERVATION 

-ECONOMICS 

_EDUCATION 

_ENGINEERING 

_EX PLO RA Tl ONISETTLEM ENT 

_INDUSTRY 

_INVENTION 

~NDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

_LAW 

_LITERATURE 

_MILITARY 

-MUSIC 

_PHILOSOPHY 

_PQ LI Tl CS/GOVERNMENT 

_RELIGiQN 

_SCIENCE 

_SCULPTURE 

_SOCIALIHUMANITAR1AN 

_THEATER 

_TRANSPORTATION 

_OTHER !SPECIFY! 

SPECIFIC DATES BUILDER/ARCHiTECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

One of the best examples of early twentieth 

century housing is a brown shingle gambrel roof 

structure on Chesterfield Avenue in Centreville. 

The house was constructed in 1915 for Edwin Brown, 

Esq. by W. H. Neale, carpenter. It is a nodestly 

anpointed dwelling and has a nlan that reflects the 

concern for efficiency while not giving up the 

graciousness of earlier houses. Its elliptical 

fanlight over the front door is outstanding, as is 

the open string stair with handrail terminating in 

a bold volute. 

Behind the house and to the southeast the yard 

is terraced and retains sone of the flower gardens 

begun by Mrs. Brown soon after the house was 

constructed. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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Ui]GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY--------

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUl\jTY 

STATE COUNTY 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
ll,IAME TITLE 

Michael o. Bourne, Historic Sites Surveyor 
---------------------~ ORGAN!ZATiON 

Queen ~nne's County Historical Society 
STREET & NUMBER 

C!TY OR ":"OWN 

Centreville 

DATE 

8/17/83 
~ELEPHONE 

STATE 

Maryl<rnd 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, tc be found in the 
Annotated Code of Marylano, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purpose3 only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 
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CONTINUATION SHEET 

7.1 DESCRIPTION 

OA-345 

is the only feature on the southeast gable. The first 

and second stories have 4 casements each, while the third 

story has three casements. 

On the northwest gable there are two windows on 

the first and second stories and one on the third. Only 

the kitchen window (west) differs from the others, with 

a double sash window with 6/6 sash. 

The southwest facade is very irregular, reflecting 

the different spaces within. The plan of the house 

consists of a center stair flanked by the dining room and 

the living room. Behind the stair is a small back hall 

with five doors opening clockwise into a den (formerly 

pantry), the basement stair, the kitchen, the dining 

room and the hall. 

The living room is the whole depth of the house and 

has a fireplace in the center of the long interior wall. 

It is a large brick pile with heavy shelf. It is flanked 

by medium height book shelves.·· The ceiling has exposed 

beams and flooring above. It is the -0nly such ceiling 

in the house. 

A very handsome open string stair rises from the 

left wall, then cuts across the width of the hall to 

the second story. There is a bold volute at the base of 

the handrail. 

In the north corner of the house is a dining room, 



CONTINUATION SHEET 

7.2 DESCRIPTION 

OA-345 

with fireplace adjacent the kitchen wall. A mantel shelf 

sits atop a brick face around the fireplace. 

Most of the trim is very plain with a simplified 

entablature above the un-molded surround. The doors 

have five or six horizontal panels. 

On the second story are three bedrooms and two 

baths. The third story has two bedrooms and a closet 

and hall. 

There is a full basement under the house. Scratched 

in the masonry at the foot of the basement stair is the 

name of the builder and the date: W. H. Neale 1915. 
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Real Property Search - Individual Report 

Click hac for a lain text ADA com liant screen. 

Maryland Department of Assessments and Taxation 
QUEEN ANNE'S COUNTY 
Real Property Data Search 

Account Identifier: District - 03 Account Number - 013952 

Owner Information 

Owner Name: 

Mailing Address: 

BRADEN, J DONALD & SHARON H 

405 CHESTERFIELD AVE 
CENTREVILLE MD 21617 

Use: 
Principal Residence: 

Deed Reference: 

Location & Structure Information 

RESIDENTIAL 
YES 

Page 1of2 
G.4-3 '-15 

G_Q Back 
View Map 
New Search 

§rOL1Qd Rent 

1) MWM/ 271/ 508 
2) 

Premises Address 

405 CHESTERFIELD AVE 
CENTREVILLE 21619 

Legal Description 

LOT 40000 SQ FT 
S/CHESTERFIELD AVE 
CENTREVILLE 

Map Grid 
300 

Parcel 
873 

Special Tax Areas 

Sub District Subdivision Section Block Lot Group Plat No: 
80 Plat Ref: 

Town CENTREVILLE 
Ad Valorem 
Tax Class 04 

Primary Structure Built 
1901 

Enclosed Area 
3,780 SF 

Property Land Area 
40,000.00 SF 

County Use 

Stories 
2 1/2 

Basement 
YES 

Type 
STANDARD UNIT 

Exterior 
FRAME 

Land: 
Improvements: 

Total: 
Preferential Land: 

Base 
Value 

54,640 
182,120 
236,760 

0 

Seller: VALLIANT, GENEVIVE H 
Type: IMPROVED ARMS-LENGTH 
Seller: 
Type: 
Seller: 
Type: 

Partial Exempt Assessments 
County 
State 
Municipal 

Tax Exempt: NO 
Exempt Class: 

Class 
000 
000 
000 

Value Information 

Value 
As Of 

01/01/2004 
121,650 
260,730 
382,380 

0 

Phase-in Assessments 
As Of As Of 

07/01/2003 07/01/2004 

236,760 
0 

285,300 
0 

Transfer Information 

Date: 02/05/1987 
Deedl: MWM/ 271/ 508 
Date: 
Deedl: 
Date: 
Deedl: 

Exemption Information 

07/01/2003 
0 
0 
0 

07/01/2004 
0 
0 
0 

Price: $121,000 
Deed2: 
Price: 
Deed2: 
Price: 
Deed2: 

Special Tax Recapture: 

*NONE* 

http://sdatcert3.resiusa.org/rp_rewrite/detail.asp?accountnumber=03+013952&county=18 ... 412312004 
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QA-345 ·Edwin Brown House 
North 

MOB 7/1983 


