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1860-61 

Asbury Methodist Church, Starr, is a good exa~ple 
of the Greek Revival style found in many ~ethocist 
chapels throughout the Eastern Shore. It is one of two 
Queen Anne's County chapels to have a separate entrance 
for the ~allery, for use by the slaves. 

That entrance did not see ~uch use,for the ch2pel 
~as finishee in 1861,only four years ~rior ~o the 
E~ancipation Froclamation. It is soGe~~at ironic that 
the cha?el is now owned by the b~ack co~grPgation of the 
United Hethodist Church. 

Prior to its ac~uisition by the bl~ck congregation 
in 1961, the chapel was used by the white Methodists of 
this area. Fron the 1770's to the 1960's, ~ethodist 
meetings were held at Starr (~or~erly Hall's Cross Roads). 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

In a grove of oak trees southeast of the 

crossroad village of Starr stands Asbury Church, 

a large frame meeting house. Its gable facade has 

a central entrance with double doors (recent 

replacements) flanked by two tall windows with 9/9 

sash. Above the doors, which are shorter than the 

original, is a plain architrave with dentil blocks. 

Above the latter is a 3-part window with 9/6 sash 

in center and 3/2 pane flanking windows. In the 

gable itself is a louvered lunette. 

Both sides have three windows with 9/9 sash. 

There is a full foundation of brick, which breaks 

out at the corners to form a base for the tall corner 

pilasters. Like the front, the sides and back are 

covered with white asbestos siding. On the northern 

end of the east side is a small door whose sill is 

even with the window sills. 

As would be expected of a Methodist meeting house, 

there is also a small altar projection on the south 

gable lighted from the narrow sides with 6/4 sash 

windows. 

Behind the builming is a smaller parish hall and 

two outhouses. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Asbury MPtho<list Church, St2rr, is a good 

examnle of the late Greek aevival style found in 

several Methodist Herting Houses on the Eastern 

Shore. It is one of two neetinJ houses in Cueen 

Anne's County to havF a separ~te entrancP to thP 

Jallery from outside. This entrance was built so 

that slaves could have access to the church gallery, 

according to N~. Elwood Hawkins of the ~sbury Church. 

(The other church is at Burrisville). 

The church was built by the white congregation 

of Methodists in 1860-61 at wh~t was then called 

Hall's Cross Roads. This congregation had ~eetin~s 

as early as the 1770's. It is uncertain when or 

where the first neeting house was constructed, but 

in 1965 the earlier building and lot was ;:iuthorized 

to be sold ~o ~hA colored congregation. 

This church sPrved the white congregation of 

!'.:ethodists for one hundrPd ye;:irs, but Gue to a 
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7.1 DESCRIPTION 

OA-367 

The interior of the church is composed of an entry 

beneath a gallery flanked by two enclosed areas. The 

latter two closet-like structures contain the robing room, 

or sacristy, on the right and a stair to the gallery on 

the left. (At the first landing of the stair is the high 

door on the side. This was built so slaves could ascend 

directly from the wagon to the gallery). Between the two 

are two chaMphered posts supporting the gallery. 

The body of this church is very plain, with three 

large windows on each side and an elevated p~atform in 

the center of the back wall. Ar6urtd the recessed area 

is an architrave, like the exterior. The faces of the 

platform, the lectern and gallery all have recessed 

panels with applied molding. In front of the platform is 

a curved communion rail. Behind the lectern are three 

chairs with gothic arched backs. 

tn the right corner is a piano and two pews. The 

pews in the center of the church are divided with a 

vertical bPaded board ~artition and the ends of the pews 

are curved. The majority of the pews are grained. (The 

pew arrangement is similar to St. Paul's Church Kent.) 

The church is heated by space heaters on each side, 

the chimney~ being located north of the center windows. 



COKTINUATIOK SHEET 

8.1 STATEtIBNT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

dwindling congregation, the church and grounds were 

conveved to the Colored l'.ethocist Church of Starr in 1961. 

From that time til the present the church has been known 

as Asbury Methodist Church. 

• ''h ;·,11en this church ~as taken over in 1961 the hlack 

people left a sr.aller chapel north of this church. It 

renains in a field in a state of disre?air. 

The old church has a white li~estone corner stone, 

but the inscrintion and date are illegible. 

the woodwo!'."k and ~se of 0ulti-::-=.ane sash ar-ound 2 sin;le 

on a brick foundation and is three ~ays dee~. It i.c: 

s~allPr and plainer than the ~resent c~~rct. 



•• s 



Mary McCarthy 
Spring/Summer 2003 
Digital color photo on file at MHT 

Q.A -161 
AsJ>.1ry Chvrch 





QA-367 Asbury Methodist Church 
Starr, Maryland 
Orlando Ridout V 1981 
Front facade from East 





QA-367 Asbury Methodist Church 
Starr, Maryland 
Orlando Ridout V 1981 
Parish Hall, from East 





QA-367 Asbury Methodist Church 
Starr, Maryland 
Orlando Ridout V 1981 
View from Northwest 


