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St. John's ME Church South 
Church Hill 
Private 

1857, 1883 

The lot on which St. John's Church stands was 
deeded to the Methodist Protestant Church in 1857. 
A church was built soon thereafter, and continued to 
be used by the MP Church until 1893, when the church 
and pronerty were deeded over to the Methodist 
Episcopal Church South. This group "rebuilt" the 
church and named it St. John's. Further renovations 
were undertaken in 1935; apparently the belfry and bell 
were added at that time. In 1942 St. John's co~bined 
with St. Paul's to form a consolidated Methodist 
Church. A new church was built in 1954 and the two 
older structures were taken out of service. 
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_UNALTERED 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

St. John'·"' Church, also kno•.,·n as thr Il':t1-:cc1 ist 

E~isco~al C~urch South, i~ locatrd on the WPFt 

Chu:::-ch Hill. It is a~nroxi~atcly onP block north 

of St. Luke's Enisconal Church, the ,ost visible 

lana~ark in Church Hill. 

ThP church is oriented on an Past-west ?xis. 

It is of fra~e construction on a lo~, stuccoPd 

foundation. bell towPr is centered on the 

east Jable wall, and nrojrcts about two fPct, 

l::re:akin:J thr facackc into thrt::F cistinct ?lane'."'. 

~ s,all, ~itched roof anse is located on thP center 

wall. 

The entr2nce is located in the center of t~P 

consi~ts of a Got~ic arched onrning wit~ 2 ~air 

of highly decorative Eastlake doorc sur~ountrd by 

a stainr~ glass transo~. ~ stained glass ro~e 

wincow is cast f?1ce of t~:e ' ' ' ne J.. ..L 

tower abovE the door, an~ a sai~ of Got~ic arche~ 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

.-.ccorc'1in~; to;:. bri~:: hiEtory of the Church 

Hi 11 : l<>thoc1if' t Church, th"? lot on which St. John'·'' 

Church f'~ands was deedPf to the trustees of ~~P 

church waE built soon therFafter, and con~inuec'1 

tn ~e usrrl by thr M~ Church until 1G83, when the 

church anf nro~Prty were deeded over to thr 

~ethofi~t E~isconal Church South. T'his ~_F~oun 

"rPbUilt" th<" church anc na"1E'd it .:.:)t. John's. 

It waf' a ~cnber of th~ B~ltirore charge, and was 

~art of a circuit which included Sudler~vill0 

The StevenE Church cventu~lly clof'Pri, 

and Millinqton was addA~ to the charge. Further 

renovation~ were undertaken in 1335, and aDDarently 

the belfry and bell were adde~ at that ti"1e. In 

1?42, St. John's co~bined with St. Faul'~ to for~ 

a consolirtatAd MEthodist Church. According to 

Frances Bobbit, a long standing ~enber of the 

church, s 0 rvice~ WPrP held in St. Paul's in the 
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7.1 DESCRIPTION 

QA-370 

stained glass windows flank the bell tower on the 

main floor. A cornerstone on the southeast corner 

of this facade bears the following inscription: 

ME Church 

South 1857 

Rebuilt 

1883 

1935 

A photogra~h taken of the church earlier in this 

century, while it was still in use, shows that the 

bell tower nrojected above the ridge of the main roof. 

An open belfry was enclosed by a simple railing, and 

four exposed corner posts supported a stee~ly pitched 

gable roof above the belfry. The upper part of the 

tower has been removed, and it is now terminated where 

it meets the roof of the main building. 

The east and west facades are virtually identical, 

with three Gothic arched stained glass windows ranged 

along each wall. On the west gable ·end, small stained 

glass windows are centered on both ~ide walls of the 

aose, and large windows similar to those on the front 



CONTINUATION SHEET 

7.2 DESCRIPTION 

QA-370 

and side walls flank the apse. A paneled exterior 

door is centered on the rear wall of the lean-to. 

A brick stove or furnace chimney rises against the 

west wall of the main building imnediately to the 

south of the apse. 

The building is now covered with wood shingles, 

the roof with asphault shingles. The eaves are 

finished with a sim~le box cornice and crown mold 

which is carried up the gable eaves but does not 

return at the corners. The apse has boxed eaves, with 

beaded rakeboards on the gable eaves. The overall 

size of the main building is 41 feet by 34 feet. 

None of the early interior has survived. All 

woodwork, pews, and furnishings have been removed, 

leaving a large, onen storage space. 
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CONTINUATION SIBET 

8.1 STATEMENT OF SIGNIFIC~\NCE 

summer and in St. John's in the winter, the latter 

church being s~aller and easier to heat. A new 

church was built in 1954 to replace the two older 

structures, and they were taken out of service. 

St. John's was sold and is now used as a storage 

building, while St. Paul's was demolished to make 

room for the new church. 

The most significant architectural features 

of St. John's Church are the handso~e Eastlake 

doors and the very fine stained glass windows. 

These are relatively si~nle, but are pleasing 

in color and design. Unfortunately they have 

suffered some danage, both fron weather and 

vandals, and their continued survival in situ 

is doubtful. 
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