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Salem Methodist Episcopal Church 
Starkey's Corner vicinity 

1845 

The congregation which built Salem Church was 
organized in 1829, and was officially incorporated in 
1835. The present church was built in 1845 and 
replaced an earlier building on a different site 
which was sold to the African Methodist Episcopal 
Church. Architecturally, this is a fine example 
of the small frame parish churches commonly built 
during the mid-19th centu~y. The pleasing proportions 
and pitched gable roof blend perfectly into the rural, 
wooded setting. Details of interest include the 
original Greek Revival trim and the extensive use of 
painted and grained decoration on the interior. 
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CONTINUATION SHEET 

7.1 DESCRIPTION 

The entrance is located in the northwest 

wall of the vestibule, facing the road. The double 

doors have long rectangular panels tynical of the 

Greek Revival ~eriod. There are small one-over-one 

windows on each side wall of the vestibule, and 

a large six-over-s~x window in the unner gable of 

the rnain building. The northeast and southwest 

walls of the church are virtually identical, with 

three six-over-nine windows ranged along each side. 

These have nold~d exterior fra~es and are fitted 

with louvered wooden shutters. 

On.the southeast gable, the chancel rrojects 

f.ro""!l the center of the wall, with a pair of 

six-over-nine windows flanking it. Snaller 

two-over-two windows are located in each side 

wall of the chancel. There are no onenings in 

the upper gable. 

Plain horizontal siding is used throughout 
.. 

the building, and the corner boards are finished 

with a h~avy bead on thP corner, and a much s~aller 

bead along the inside edge. The eaves are enclosed 

by a box cornice with a hPavily bead~d crown 

mold, the bed mold consists of a single large bead. 



CONTINUATION SHEET 

7.2 DESCRIPTION 

QA-375 

The cornice is carried across both facades and 

returns at the gables. The gable eaves are 

finished with ~olded rakeboards. 

The interior consists of a sinqle large 

room in which wooden pews with boxed ends form 

two aisles. The pulpit is located on a raised 

platform at the southeast end of the church. 

The pulpit is enclosed by a walnut railing with 

turn~d walnut newels and square-section ballusters. 

The interior window and door trin as well as all 

of the wooden pews are also :;:iainted and grained. 

An ornate, late 19th cen.tury chandelier with 

six kerosene lamps is suspended fro~ the center 

of the ceiling. A walnut organ made by the Packard 

Company of Fort Wayne, Indiana, is located to 

the left of the ?Ulpit. A brick stove chimney 

on the south wall services a space heater, which 

provides the only source of heat for the building. 
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