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The McFadden Mill, also known as Roberts• 

Mill, was located on the west side of Md. Route 

290 just south of the present intersection with 

u. s. Route 301 between Pondtown and Dudley's 

Corners. The mill was sited directly adjacent 

to the road on the south side of Red Lyon Branch. 

Two large depressions in the earth are the only 

surviving evidence above ground. The foundation 

was dismantled years ago, and an iron tie rod 

located by the present owner has also disappeared. 

The mill race can be readily identified, and 

winds along the south bank of the creek for 

approximately 1/4 mile. The remnants of two 

earthen darns survive, but have been broken 

through. Modern disturbances in the area have 

obscured some details of the earthworks, but 

the majority of the system is still visible. 

The extent of the mill pond can still be identified 

by the flat, relatively dry bottom land that 

stretches for some distance upstream from the 

upper dam. Other evidence of early structures 

includes a square depression on the west bank 

of the mill pond adjacent to the Baxter House (QA-46) 
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which is said to be the remains of an ice house used 

to store ice from the mill pond. Brick foundations 

of the miller's residence still survive near the 

mill site on Rt. 290. Surprisingly, this building 

was constructed on low marshy bottom land rather than 

on higher ground along the banks of the branch. 
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The McFadden Mill Site is one of a number of 

mills in the Upper Chester River basin that date 

back to the 18th century. The mill was owned 

and operated for generations by the Roberts 

family, whose descendents still own and farm 

the adjoining farm downstream. 
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
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QA-391 Roberts Mill Site 
Pondtown vicinity 
Orlando Ridout V 1880 
Mill Race 


