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Smith Brick Kiln Site 4th cuarter 19th century
Roberts vicinity ' -
Private

<«

Located in a heavily overgrown grove of trees on
the south side of Roberts, the Smith brick kiln site
is notable as a rare example of this manufacturing

‘process with surviving physical evidence of both the

kiln and the clay pit. Located ccnveniently close to
both the railraod line and a road, this kiln probably’

‘'was in production throughout the last cuarter of the
.1%th century. It was operated by William R. Smith

and may have been one source of the bricks used by
Smith and Cook in 1880-81 to build the Victorian tower
for St Luke's Church in nearby Church Hill.
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The Smith brick kiln site is located on the
west side of the Kent and Queen Anne Railraod line,
approximately 150 yards southwest of Maryland Route
12 and on the southern edge of Roberts, Maryland.
The only physical evidence of the kiln ﬁo survive
is 2 pile of brick rubble covered with dense
underbrush in a grove of trees just west of the
railroad tracks. To the west of the kiln site
is a small pond which is said to be the o0ld clay
pit.

Dr. John R. Smith, a descendant of the kiln
operafor, recalls that, until recent years, a
series of arched wvaults were visible, but these
have either:collapsed or are obscured by the
heavy vegetation. Dr. Smith has been unable to

locate a photograph of the kiln.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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Historical research and oral tradition have
identified a number of brick kilnsites in Queen
Anne's County. The §mith kiln is the only recorded
site, however, where some physical remains of the
kiln have survived, as well as evidence of a ciay
pit.

According to Dr. John R. Smith, the kiln was
operated in the post-Civil War period by William
R. Smith "of G." He is known to have worked in
partnership with a man named Cook. = In 1880-81,
Cook and Smith were awarded the contract to build
the Victorian bell tower an S5t. Luke's Church in -
nearby Church Hill,

Dr. Smith beliéves that William Smith also
had a second kiln on the south side of Southeast
Creek on what is known locally as the Cornelius
farm. This farm is located on the north side of
Southeast Creek Road, and coincides with a brickyard

site identified by Mrs. Cohey of Church Hill.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was cfficially created
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Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,
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The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
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‘The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapclis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438
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