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"Bourbon" 
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Private 

3rd quarter 19th century 

The hip roof house on Rabbit Hill road, or "Bourbon", 
is a good example of a plain ante-bellum house. Its 
plainness and hip roof suggest the vernacular taste of its 
owners, but the interior is clearly the product of 
catalogue woodwork. The floor plan consists of two 
parlors with central stair hall in the front part of the 
house, with dining room in an integral 1 L'. Beyond the 
'L' is the kitchen and finally service rooms. 

In plan it is similar to Maple Grove (on Pentridge) 
in Kent County, but the pantry in the latter is between 
the dining room and kitchen, rather than at the end of 
the house. 

The farm is referred to as the Dr. James Bordley 
Farm, both Sr. and Jr. 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The hip roof house on Rabbit Hill Road stands on 

a tract called 11 Bourbon 11
• Evidently, the railroad 

where it crossed the road was called Tilghman•s Station 

or Tilghman's Crossing, a name long gone from the 

maps of Queen Anne's County. 

The house is located on the south side of the 

road and faces north. It is a five bay wide 'L' plan, 

two-story hip roof frame structure standing on a 

low brick foundation. The walls are covered with 

composition siding. The central entrance of the 

north facade is a typical mid-19th century unit, 

with sidelights, transom and double doors. There 

was originally a porch across three of the five bays, 

but it was removed within the last 30 years. There 

is a wide overhanging cornice to the roof. Two 

large chimneys rise from the center of the roof and 

one in the back of the 'L'. 

Beyond the 'L' is a two story, three bay frame 

service wing slightly narrower and lower than the 

main body of the house. The east side of the whole 

house consists of the following, from north to south: 

a large window, an entry with leanto porch, and two 

smaller windows with a door between. The second story 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



CONTINUATION SHEET 

7.1 DESCRIPTION 

has two windows in each section. 

QA-409 

The south gable of the service wing has only one 

door centered on the first story. The west side of the 

service wing has two windows on each story. Like the 

east side, the back of the 'L' is slightly deeper than 

the service wing. It has only one window on each floor. 

There are two windows and a door on the south 

facade of the front part of the house and two windows 

on its west side. 

Inside, the plan o~ the house is a variation of 

the mid-19th century ante-bellum plan. Two parlors and 

central stair passage with a room (Dining Room) behind 

the east parlor are in the 'L' plan hip roof part. The 

service wing has a kitchen adjacent and one step down 

from the dining room. Beyond the kitchen is a storage 

room and pantry. 

The unusual feature of this house is the position 

of the back stair, a winder in the southwest corner of 

the dining room. Unlike the usual winder, the bottom 

step is perpendicular to the wall, thus ascending 90° 

to the door at the lower end of the stair. Also unusual 

is the fact that the closet beneath the stair is on a 

diagonal and the area above the door is filled by two 

panels with bead around the panels. It appears to be 

the only vernacular or "built on the job" part ~ 



CONTINUATION SHEET 

7.2 DESCRIPTION 

QA-409 

of the woodwork. All other features appear to be the 

basic doors, mantels, trim, stair, etc. of the mid-19th 

century. 

All of the walls and ceilings of the first floor 

service wing appear to have been sheathed with board 

around the turn of this century. The kitchen has a 

bricked-in large fireplace backing up to the dining room 

fireplace. There is a steep enclosed stair on the south 

wall of the kitchen. In the east parlor, there is a 

closet south of the fireplace. The fireplaces of this 

section back up to the central hall. Six windows light 

the west parlor. 

The rooms on the second story are almost identical 

to those below. Above the service wing are three separate 

rooms at the head of the steep stair. One of the rooms 

appears to retain some late 19th century wall paper with 

boarder. These rooms were not originally connected to 

the main house; however, a small door in the dining room 

chamber is a 20th century addition. 
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"Bourbon", is a good example of a plain ante-bellum 

house. Its plainness and hip roof suggest the 

vernacular taste of its owners, but the interior 

is clearly the product of catalogue woodwork. 

The floor plan consists of two parlors with central 

stairhall in the front part of the house, with 

dining room in an integral 'L'. Beyond the 'L' 

is the kitchen and finally service rooms. 

In plan it is similar to Maple Grove (on 

Pentridge) in Kent County, but the pantry in the 

latter is between the dining room and kitchen, 

rather than at the end of the house. 

The farm is referred to as the Dr. James 

Bordley Farm, both Sr. and Jr. 
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Queen Anne's County Historical Society 
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Centreville 
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8/3/83 
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officrially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland,- Article 41, Section 181 KA,-
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 
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