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II DESCRIPTION Q!f-L/ri 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Starr Road Tenant House stands on an 

overgrown knoll on the northeast corner of Maryland 

Route 213 and Starr Road. The house is two stories 

high, two bays wide, and one room deep, with a 

single chimney at the south end of a pitched gable 

roof. An original one-story lean-to projects from 

the south gable. 

The front facade faces east, away from Route 

213. The door is in the north bay, with one 6/6 

window to the south near the center of the facade. 

The two 6/6 second floor windows are located at 

the north and south ends of the facade. Single 

6/6 windows are centered on the first and second 

floor of the north gable. On the rear or west 

facade, there is a 6/6 window in the center on the 

first floor and two 6/6 windows on the second floor. 

The lean-to extends the full depth of the house, 

with the roof pitched from north to south, sloping 

down from the gable wall of the main house. There 

are doors in the east and west walls of the lean-to. 

There appears to have been a window in the center 

of the south wall, but the wall has partially 

collapsed. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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CONTINUATION SHEET 

7.1 DESCRIPTION 

The building rests on brick piers and is con-

structed with circular sawn timber using balloon 

framing. Heavy corner posts are mortised into the 

sills and reinforced with downbraces. The studs 

average 3" x 4" and run continuous from sill to second 

floor top plate. The first floor joists are notched 

over a light ribbon plate. The second floor top 

plates are mortised into the corner posts and serve 

as a sill for the rafters, while the collar beams 

double as second floor ceiling joists. The eaves are 

boxed in and the walls are covered with plain gang-sawn 

horizontal weatherboards. Machine nails and circular 

sawn lathing are used throughout the house. Other 

details of interest include diagonal bridging between 

the floor joists and the mitred and nail~ridge 
A 

connection. 

The first floor of the main house consists of a 

single large room heated by a stove chimney on the 

south wall. There is an enclosed winder stair to 

the right of the chimney and a door to the left 

leading to the lean-to. The second floor is divided 

into two rooms by a stud-and-plaster. partition. The 

south room is heated by the stove chimney, the north 



CONTINUATION SHEET 

7.2 DESCRIPTION 

QA-418 

room is unheated. The baseboard and architrave trim 

is plain throughout the house. The lean-to, which 

served as the kitchen, has vertical beaded wainscoting 

below a simple chairrail. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

This small frame dwelling is typical of a 

house type widely utilized throughout the Eastern 

Shore after the Civil War. In general appearance 

they are characterized by the two story, two bay form 

combined with an original one story lean-to on one 

gable end. This example is of particular interest 

due to the exposed state of the balloon framing. 

It is significant to note the mechanized system of 

two story studs, ribbon plates and floor bridging 

combined with traditional heavy posts, sills, and 

plates joined with mortise-and-tenon joints. 
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STATE COUNTY 
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mFORM PREPARED BY 
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Orlando Ridout V, Historic Sites Surveyor 
ORGANIZATION 

Queen Anne's County Historical Society 
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Centreville 

DATE 

10/8/80 
TELEPHONE 
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Maryland 

Field Notebook QA-XV; Recorded February 20, 1980. 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe­
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
{301) 267-1438 
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