
QA-426 
Apostolic Church of the 

Living God 
Starr, Maryland 
Private 

Early 20th Century 

This small temple form building is typical of the 
numerous churches that serve rural black congregations in 
this region. Bearing little extraneous detail, they are 
significant as an important community institution and as 
the central focus of life in the black community. This 
particular church was abandoned in recent years when the 
congregation took over the larger and more substantial 
Asbury Methodist Church (QA-367) given to them by the white 
Methodist congregation of Starr. Asbury Church is located 
within sight of the old church, directly to the south. 
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UN AME 
HISTORIC 

AND/OR COMMON 

The Apostolic Church of the Living God 

EILOCATION 
STREET & NUMBER 

North side Neighbors Road 
CITY, TOWN 

Starr 
STATE 

Maryland 

- VICINITY OF 

llcLASSIFICATION 

CATEGORY 

_DISTRICT 

X-BUILDING(S) 

_STRUCTURE 

_SITE 

_OBJECT 

OWNERSHIP STATUS 

_PUBLIC _OCCUPIED 
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-BEING CONSIDERED _YES: UNRESTRICTED 

-NO 

dOWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME 

STREET & NUMBER 

CITY. TOWN 
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CITY. TOWN 

II REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

DATE 

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

1st 
COUNTY 

Queen Anne's 

PRESENT USE 

_AGRICULTURE _MUSEUM 

_COMMERCIAL _PARK 

_EDUCATIONAL _PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

_ENTERTAINMENT _RELIGIOUS 

__ GOVERNMENT _SCIENTIFIC 

_INDUSTRIAL 

_MILITARY 

Telephone #: 

_TRANSPORTATION 

X-oTHER vacant 

STATE g Zl.p code 

Liber #: 
Folio #: 

STATE 

_FEDERAL -STATE _COUNTY _LOCAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR 
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B DESCRIPTION 

_EXCELLENT 

-GOOD 

XFAIR 

CONDITION 

_DETERIORATED 

_RUINS 

_UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

_UNALTERED 

~LTERED 

CHECK ONE 

~ORIGINAL SITE 

_MOVED DATE __ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Apostolic Church of the Living God is located 

on the north side of Neighbors Road just east of 

Starr, Maryland. 

This small, frame temple form church probably 

dates to the turn of the century and was abandoned in 

recent years when the black congregation took over a 

larger vacant white Methodist church nearby. 

The building is 24 1/2 feet wide and 36 1/2 feet 

long, with the south gable facade oriented to the road. 

A double door is centered on the south gable, flanked 

on each side by a single window. A rectangular window 

over the front door has been blocked. These windows 

consist of 1/1 sash with small panes of stained glass 

framing each large, clear glass light. There are 

three 1/1 windows on the east and west facades. On 

the north gable wall, a small rectangular chancel 

projects from the center with a single small window on 

each side wall of the chancel. The building rests on 

low brick piers and is covered with asbestos shingle 

siding. The eaves are boxed in and oversail: the roof 

is asphault shingle. Internal brick stove chimneys 

rist against the east and west facade walls of the 

church. A small cornerstone in the southeast foundation 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



CONTINUATION SHEET 

7.1 DESCRIPTION 

QA-426 

pier bears the name and date of the church, but these are 

too badly weathered to read. 

The interior of the church is plainly finished 

except for vertical wainscot paneling below a simple 

chairrail. An altar rail survives intact across the 

north end of the church. The name of the church, 

"The Apostolic Church of the Living God", is painted 

across the north wall of the church above the altar 

area. 



II SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

..,.fl"'-EHtSTORIC __ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC _COMMUNITY PLANNING _LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE XRELIGION 

0-1499 ___Jl.RCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC _CONSERVATION _LAW _SCIENCE 

_1500-1599 __AGRICULTUR!;: _ECONOMICS _LITERATURE _SCULPTURE 

_1600·1699 ~RCHITECTURE _EDUCATION _MILITARY _SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN 

_1700-1799 _ART _ENGINEERING _MUSIC _THEATER 

_ 1800-1899 -COMMERCE _EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT _PHILOSOPHY _TRANSPORTATION 

X.1900- -COMMUNICATIONS _INDUSTRY __ POLITICS/GOVERNMENT _OTHER (SPECIFY) 

_INVENTION 

SPECIFIC DATES BUILDER/ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

This small temple form building is typical of 

the numerous churches that serve rural black 

congregations in this region. Bearing little 

extraneous detail, they are significant as an 

important community institution and as the central 

focus of life in the black community. This 

particular church was abandoned in recent years 

when the congregation took over the larger and 

more, ~upptantial Asbury Methodist Church (QA-367) 

given to them by the white Methodist congregation 

of Starr. Asbury Church is located within sig~t 

of the old church directly to the south. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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STATE COUNTY 
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Orlando Ridout V, Historic Sites Surveyor 
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Queen Anne's County Historical Society 
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Field Notebook QA-27; Recorded December 9, 1981. 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 
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Mal:Y-1and"··111stori'caf"l'rusf .. . 
State Historic Sites Inventory Form· 

. .., 
.. 

1. Name {indicate pref erred name) 

2. Location 
;~;; ~? : t. f-\ f.) 

street & nufllber 

~;·.3 ~·~ i' 

city, towri ·'. ' 

state Maryland ;, .. r , : 

Survey No.'· QA-426 
~· '. ·\:~~» .. '-:: '. ·:w:~~'.~i :~~ . -

Magi No :;·,.1804265708 

DOE _yes. no 

. .. -~ ' 

:~;.li ~-·I{·~?: __ -~,~.-3. - . ;" ,,. .,t ~~ -~ {-"', ~-.-· ~ ;;~.b t'·~"f~ ~: .. ··::~,-:'·;~1··--:~;-· ~"f"''"' 

catego,Y ><>f.J ·'Ownership, ,;it:) v<' .· • • status ;~·'.!J1t1 ~·u:;~t;•t1'! .1~ Present u!ie ~J l:!r: >'·~~.: t' ~· ·. <>\ 
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. ., •r·.. ,., ·,-.. -.- b~!ng considered. 1 ·" c·-. ,- y~~: unr~stric~!'!~ ~ .. '+ 1., · , ; ln~.u~trial .,, ·; < , ,, ',-, _transportation 
,... · ,J~t. ~~rto.t 'applicable .. ;;,_··_·_no '··'··;··'.,.., ~·· 1 ·' :~<·' ~··""militar~····: J:·~ 1~ 4 .. '

1X other: . .vacant .. , .. ,. -- .. " .. . . . .. . . .. . .. .. ... . . . Y .... , ..... « ... ,, .. 

name 

- f),;. f>~:~'~f(i~(i~ 
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• ,.;_ .. ;·,.~-.,. ';,',·;-1"~ 
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6. Representation in Existing Historical Surveys 

title 

.date 

,,_ ueposltory for survey records 

city, town state 
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7. Description Survey No. QA-426 

Condition 
__ excelle~t 
__ good 
_K_ fair 

'· -i dete;l~;~ted 
_ruins 
_unexposed 

Check one 
_unaltered 
-1L altered 

· f ;tt~?~~J: : lH:J i ~::{f·'hr..i ~ 
C~e~~i~~i1 1~te 't1!Jjl;1:?\1~~3 '~~~· j;:.? 
_moved date of move 

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its 
vclrious. e1em'ellts ··a_s-~-~it---~exis·t~5: '~Oday·:,·,~,,_,_,,.~·~·,·-{~ :···-.'N~'J-i-'1"~';f'·"r"''n-".''~·~;- .. ~·-""'··-~~,_,,."'~-t.-.i"(':·"-:·"'",,,.,._ 

' - . . . 
. . .. · , . ,,, \ ~·. ,,_"\ .. -... . , ,_·,' ·,"'°"' ' - .. '·' . •( ,'-, " .. ''..'<'.:'::-,,,~~::' -~ 

.. ,,_"··'·M····-'·,,._,;,,_,.,,, .•• ~~-~-The . .building .is .. 24.-1/2 .. feet .wide'and._36.,1'/2 feet,l9ng,::;,,;;'.:::~:;::: • 
. with the_ south gable facade oriented __ to tl1,E}_:·r9_~q .. ·fi~A.-~C>-µl:>.:Le.·1~-,: :!:;~ : 

,, ........... ,,,. .. "k''"···"····"'····-'~-·· .• door.is centered on the.south gable·~--~flariked"ori"'each~si'ae·J>y·;,-,;:;::~:~·; i 
a single window,. A rectangular:1W:indow over~':'tl:l~,:·.fr9nt ;doo;-,1i~ > ::~~;1,.;: 
has been blocked. · These. windows ~consist :of/f11J':sash 'with'' _ :.·:·.~: 

:small _.panes t:of ,.st~ined 'g1a~s~·:framillg·~13·~ch?~1arge;-ycfea·r;~~k1 >t<e'.~;.'. 
;'.glass light .;f$i1:.There are 0th7e~ ::·171 tW~~Sf,ow~J1<?.n·1:;_h·E:l:;~a,st tall(3 eJ:'~ '.7;::;_,;•; 

!'.'t!•;iil'Fi>I'~- ·West fa'sad~'s"':;·~_On the nortl:l gabl7·~al_l ~·'~f~Srna:Ll·rectangtil~r~l1j::·;f~''. 
-'.chancer--P.r~j~c,ts from tfl:e·~'~fiter _with ·a,'~.i.z:t~~:~"~sfii:.~_11 wiz:ldow«S:!\ ~). 
,on each si~e.:,~,~11 of. the chancel~·:The_ J?,':'.l;.+~.:L~g,re~:ts on low:.:<~ . 

,,,,.,~;:brick ,piers :and ,is ,covered _.wi th:asbesto·s,~sJ:lingle0si(iing .•.:,,;.;;;,""~ ..... ,:,~, 
'--·":'-'"···: _\, ~.'~:Th~.-,~ay~ .. ~-: 1a:r:e. _b9~e_q,~i~.;a~~l~,<?V:~,rs~,iJ.:iI~~.h~:~~~~i~.~;s"f~.~P~c\J~.. . .·,fl«.' 

'""'·¥·•···'········· ... "''"''·· .,:~;,,,,.,shingle. ,.: .. ~Internal ;.brick 7'.stove .. :chimneys ;;rise 1.,against ;;;the~'. : 
· · east . and_ we.st .. ·facade ~walls 'ii'o'f:'A~t~e'·_;~F~~~cli'::.:~;1-~~1::,A ffsm,~:LtJ:i)~:·i:~? .. : 

cornerstone in the southeast foundation pier.bears .the name,;,~'·S <'~:s~ 
and date of the church, but .. these are tocf.badly weathered to' ,,> 

···-····· .:.~ .. ~;.:~~:~:~:~~~~!~;~~.:.:~t~&~~f ;~:~?~~:r~.!y.fjii·~::~~~-~.~J~:~~··· 
· for vertica~ wai?\~~or; P::tI1,~1:~0;-g AJ:?.ef.?~:'e~:J~P""~e~<?rai?itail". ·~- ' 

An.altar rail survives '.intact acro·ss~,the· nort;h .end of 'the· .... _ , 
,,,_, .... "-·"·'-·"-'"·F·····church. ·:·"Tlie. name.of \tie. churcil:/ ~.±b.e~Apo~tolic.chJrch.':of::;~,·?·"·"~ 

,,,~:;the Living God,''. is ·painted acr(>ss.·=:th.e:-:~o_i:th'Wiall\~of ;'£Flie ]Sit'<~''''-''~ 

···church above·· the···.:1~:~. a~~~:.·.~;~4,;~·{i<';I:i~;·~·f ·f .-:~,;·;;;;;~;;I,"•···· 
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8. · Significance 

Period 
__ prehistoric 

r _ 1400-1499 
\ .. - 1500-1599 
; .. _ 1600-1699 
_1700-1799 

·._· _ 1800-1899 
__x_ 1900-

Specific dates 

Areas of Significance-Check and justify below 
__ archeology-prehistoric __ community planning __ · landscape architecture__K_ religion 
__ archeology-historic __ conservation __ law · __ science 

:--agriculture . __ economics · __ literature ,--.sculpture. 
__x_ architecture __ · education -.-. _. military ..... --. . social/ 
__ art -.- engineering ' ·: . " ~ .. music < '~' ·' · hum·anitarian 
~'commerce' _·_· _· exploration/settlement·::-_:__ phiiosophy . ~theater r . 

__ communications __ industry · __ . politics/governmel'li ; · ·,.,,:,, ;franspci~atiori 
__ invention · ~ other.(specity) 

.Builder/Architect'' ': .'~: :_ _ 

_:;=~~-bOth a Jumm~~~~~~~raph bf
1
significance and·0.~~=~-\~al;stc{te'.m~1:1~,;;~~jhist'o_~y'anh'' 

J:w~~?~~,;·:~~··..':,.:.·{· ~.·-t~r:~_;~i ~ ff? ~·~t:~: }.~~ r0 ~ -~· :~1 E--~ ~~ ~ ; .. ~;.; <~?~'.!:~~~~,,:rs~_~·~~ 

( 

';: ~ ~' 
" 

",'"'._'~~Y, -. ~-·,--:·, ~.;, ':_·,,~;~'.·.>' ,,~~·.~·~:;'~~·. ·,., ' ,·, -'··' 

2 

., ~ "' " ' ' ' • ' '· ~~~:,~~ •• -q~t\~:" --~·.:.,,~ ,,.,_ •• ;.:~- «.;,: .•.• >'>~ '~·'0<-••·• .r~'·.*··~~·c·-~"- i~,,~, ; ~<:~~-i:~::l~~:,:;-::~:_:~~{,:::;:~·.;\h:'.·:. f,~\~;.~"~~.:·,.:i~;.t> ,' • '<·~· .• ,;. . : : ','.,.\,:.~ ,- , • ' (",~·-• ' ; 

·<~ki:z,;~~~~it,.,]t'~~61~,~i6~m 1·;bfr11aiiilG;<r1k~J~~-P'l0ca.~(~:~~f·'.·~~'.~~.~u·· .. ~.·~.~ .. ~ 
,,~_numerous. churche.s .that serye .rural black congregation:s in'j-},"·0 frfo~~: 
' ~this·region·:·r,·aearing ~:little .extraneous idetail;·"'they 'are··,>'.!\:~'··r· 

. _. _ \·L~ignif icant ·as. an Jmpor,tant commun~ty .ins~i tutio11.a,nd as'., J.;~)i:f:.fo, 
., .. .,,. .. ~,,~,·the ··central"· f oc'us·-of ''"l.i f e ·in ··'the ''black':·c·(>mri\uni ty~"'':'.'?'l'hi$;";'"'\'f''\':~r·~· 

particular qhurch was abandoned ,1n·'.re'c'ent'~y'ears:wliei11rthe\>ro. r ~
,,~-,'"'·''Congregation ···t·ook 'over··the"·larger ''arid nic>'re''~Yi:fubstantial"''"''·'.''~: . · .. 

Asbury Methodist CJ:turch,.COA.,.3!57),~iven t? thei;tl ~Y ~J:le white~I~f;,1,i;i~lM! · 
··"•···,,.,.,.~.Methodist ·congregation ·of Starr .•~0 Asbury Chtl.rch is'loc~t~~);·-1·.:t·•··· .. ·_ 

'within sight of the old .church, direc'tl •.. o.':tlie south~ ~ .. ;.~·-·~·1,:;,;.,_,,. 
,,.. .. , .. '"'·~··"""' ... :..,_.., .· ~,;.;:.;~i:~.::.; .. > ... ~~\; ... -~.:-::.L-\.f/:·~\'.t:~~ ; ,,:::.::': ::t2,;;.; ~-~:;;"'' :~: .~ ,,.~.~~'::::~~:: · : : -~· . . ":" :1;;..:)2: >~ft, :_;~v_·,:t".:_i~-'_:;~i~.-~;~si::·;~;:z.~.~;.,,~.;t~~~~~~~;~~1.'.~~ ':· '.'..'. 

~~· -~"-·: ... ·-:., ·P '"v·,,._."_ ;/.~~[;~~L·-~ .. ,<:--_-,, -,-' .·,· . , 

... , .. :~·::~'"'"';,!!~~~!~1~1~i.;·:·.·.•·.·~}'~~:'.\\;·,:~~~;:, .. ·': .... ,: ... ~·-~'·~~-;··~~,,,;;;:'i.~•:;;1.,:,:'.': .. :~ .. ·r·~··'9~''-·t·:~,A'.~::,;~,"'~"•'}?':i~~:~£4:i.J~t'·t~. · 
go·· •••• k_.,,,,:, •• ~" .. i ~.,,.," M",.-•• ~,.~.~;;~~~:~-~~-z~.~·.'.~g~!:.r'.':,~~~~:.~,~.:~.,,4~~,,,~~-: .. ,~~-.. ·~ .. ,~.;:~.·~~::~'. :i,{(~£:j·r1 ~.i~:z;i~~~ ... , .. ~L1~t~~.:~~.·d~ :; 

;, .. ;, 
t: 



'-: 

~ ' , ' ' 

9. Major Bibliographical References 

•f,\:,_,~, o'O(~-~'. ~ • 

Acreage of nominated property -.-c---~~------

Marylarid Historical. 
Shaw House . , 

· 21 state Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 
(301) '269:-2438 . 

PS-2746 





QA-426 Black Church 
Starr, Maryland 
Orlando Ridout V 1981 
Front facade fro• Southwest 

l 





QA-426 Black Church 
Starr, Maryland 
Orlando Ridout V 1981 
View from Northeast 


