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Ruthsburg Blacksmith and late 19th century
Wheelwright Shop

Ruthsburg

Private

These two simple frame buildings were at one
time used as a blacksmith and wheelwright's shop.
While references can be found to at least one black-
smith's shop in the Ruthsburg area as early as the late
18th century, these buildings appear to date to the latter
part of the 1%th century. The smithy is now abandoned
and in very poor condition, with little significant
evidence left for analysis. The wheelwright shop has
been incorporated into the crossroads store and now
serves as a storage area. Subseguent renovations
have concealed or removed much of the early fabric of
the building.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This blacksmith and wheelwright's shop was
housed in two separate buildings located on the
northwest corner of Maryland Routes 304 and 481 in
the town of Ruthsburg. The wheelwright's shop

has been incorporated into the Ruthsburg Store,

and now serves as a storage area. The blacksmith's

shop is a separate building to the rear of the
store, facing east to Route 481.
All that remains of the wheelwright's shop is

the basic frame, which has been reworked over the

years. The first floor ceiling joists are hewn and

hand sawn, while the majority of the wall framing
is gang-sawn or circular-sawn. Wide vertical
sheathing boards remain on the exterior of the
frame but have been covered with metal and asbestos

giding. A sliding barn door centered on the east

gable wall was removed in recent years and replaced

with a smaller door.

The blacksmith's shop is a small, rectangular
one story frame structure that appears to date to
the late 19th century. It is constructed of rough
cedar posts resting on heavy wood sills, and is

framed in with circular sawn timber and covered

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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7.1 DESCRIPTION

with vertical board siding and a corrugated tin roof.
There is a wide door in the east wall and a smaller
door in the west wall. A 20th century brick chimney
constructed on a concrete base was located in the

northeast corner, but has collapsed in recent years,
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

These two simple frame buildings were at one
time used as a blacksmith and wheelwright's shop.
While references can be found to at least one
blacksmith's shop in the Ruthsburg area as early
as the late 18th century, these buildings appear
to date to the latter part of the 19th century.
The smithy is now abandoned and in very poor
condition, with little significant evidence left
for analysis. The wheelwright shop has been
incorporated into the crossroads store and now
serves as a storage area. Subseguent renovations
have concealed or removed much of the early

fabric of the building.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
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QA-434 Ruthsburg Blacksmith Shop
Ruthsburg, Maryland
Orlando Ridout vV 1981
View from Southeast




