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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Jabez Brown farm is located on the east 

side of Lieby Road approximately 1/4 mile south of' 

the intersection with Flat Iron Road and two miles 

southeast of Starkey Corner. 

The house on the Brown farm is comprised of 

two parts. The front section, facing west to the 

road, is frame, two stories high, three bays wide, 

and one room deep, with an exterior brick stove 

chimney on the south end of the pitched gable roof. 

To the rear is a 1 1/2 story frame wing with a 

gambrel roof, set on a right angle with the main 

house. This rear wing is the earliest part of the 

house and is clearly part of a larger gambrel roof 

house. The wing is the more significant part of 

the house ~nd will be considered in more detail 

than the front section. 

The surviving portion of the rear wing is 18 

feet long and 16 feet wide. It was probably 

originally a hall-parlor house approximately 30 

to 32 feet long, with flush chimneys on each gable 

end, dating to the second quarter of the 19th 

century. In the post-Civil War period, probably 

circa 1880, the west end of the gambrel roof house 
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was demolished and the two story front section was 

added. It is not clear whether the gambrel section 

is sitting on original footings or was moved to this 

location. 

The exterior appea~anc~ of the gambrel section has 

been altered considerably over the years. On the 

south facade there is one 6/6 window on the first 

story in the east bay and a blocked door opening to 

the west~ A 6/6 shed roof dormer directly above the 

·door has been.blocked with plywood. The building 

rests on a brick and fieldstone foundation and is 

covered with plain horizontal siding, a plain box 

cornice and roll asphault roofing. 

On the east gable wnll, there is a modern door 

in the left bay and a pair of 6/6 windows in the center 

on the first floor and a single 6/6 window centered on 

the second floor. The window openings are clearly 

later insertions made when the original gable chimney 

was demolished. The siding on this wall is laid flush, 

and seams.in.the siding near the first floor eaves 

suggest a porch or a small addition has been removed. 

The only openings in the north facade are a pair 

of 6/6 windows to east of center qn the first story 

and a 6/6 shed roof dormer centered on the second story. 

·The east window on the first story appears to be original, 
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while _the adjacent window to the west is inserted. 

The siding, cornice, and roof all match the south 

facade. A modern concrete block stove chimney has been 

added at ·the west end of this facade. 

The interior on the first floor consists of a 

single room with a door on the center of the west gable 

opening into the later two stony sections. Despite 

extensive changes to the interior, beaded baseboard 

and chairrail survive in several places on all but the· 

east gable wall. The do9r in the west wall to the 

addition has a beaded frame with an ogee-astragal 

backhand. This trim is typical of the Federal period 

and may suggest a constructiori date in the first quarter 

of the 19th century, but no other evidence can be found 

to support the earlier date. 

Ori the second floor, there is an original partition 

near the west end, forming a room 15 feet long to the 

east and approximately 2 1/2 feet of storage space to 

the west. Early features surviving in the east ·room 

include beaded baseboard on three walls, a beaded 

chairrail on the west partition, a beaded batten door 

in the same partition, and beaded trim on the dormer 

window openings. Seams in the flooring identify the 

.location o·f the original gable chimney and may indicate 

a stair opening in the northeast corner of the room. 
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The 2 1/2 foot storage areas at the west end of 

the second floor are only ac~essible from the adjacent two 

•tory addition. It is interesting to note that beaded 

baseboard and chairrail still survives in both ~losets, 

further evidence of the larger size of the original 

house. 

~he attic of this early section is partially 

accessible due to collapsed_ plaster in the second floor 

ceiling. The roof is constructed with hewn and pit-sawn 

rafters secured at the ridge with pegged mortise-and-_ 

tenon joints and supported by ~lat curb plates. The .. 

lower rafters are let into the ceiling joists and 

pegged. The gable studs are nailed to the rafters with 

fully mature machine nails. The plaster throughout the 

house is applied to circular sawn lath secured with 

-machine nails, indicating the wing was replastered 

when the house was enlarged after the Civil War. 

~he large, two story addition is set perpendicular 

to the west end of the fore-shortened gambrel roof 

house. The front facade of this addition fctces west 

to the road. There is a door in the center bay on the 

first floo~, flanked by single 2/2 windows on each 

side. Three 2/2 windows are rnnged across the second 

£loor. The building rests on low brick piers and is 

covered with pl?.in horizontal siding and a later layer 



QA-435 

CONTINUATION SHEET 

7.4 DESCRIPTION 

of simulated brick asphault siding. The eaves 

oversail and are boxed in; the roof is covered with 

. asphault shingles. An open oorch with turned posts 

stretches across the first story on this facadP. 

On the north gable, there are two large 2/2 

windows on the first and second floor and two small 2/2 

windows in the upper gable. The foundation, siding, and 

cornice match the front facade. 

The earlier rear wing covers much of the rear 

facade. The only openings are a door in the north 

bay on the first floor and a 6/6 window directly apoye 

the door on the second floor. 
I 

The south gable _wall ij1dentical to the north 

gable except that an exterior ·brick stove chimney has 

been added in the center of the wall. 

The interior consists of two rooms on the first 

floor and four smaller rooms flanking a narrow center 

passage on the second floor. The stair rises in a 

straight run against the north wall of the south room 

on the first floor. Th±s room is larger than the north 

room so that the stair is directly inside the front 

door. 
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The tenant house on the Jabez Brown Farm was 

constructed in two periods. The two story front 
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_THEATER 

_TRANSPORTATION 

_OTHER (SPECIFY! 

section was constructed circa 1880 and incorporates 

part of an earlier house as a rear kitchen wing. 

This rear wing is approximately half of a story-and-

a-half, hall-parlor house dating to the second 

quarter of the 19th century. The early gambrel 

roof house was cut roughly in half and adapted 

as a rear wing when the larger front section was 

built in the post-Civil War period. Although 

the building has been extensively altered and is 

in a state of near-collapse, much of the early 

trim has survived. This includes baseboard and 

chairrail on both the first and second story and 

Federal architrave trim on the first story. 
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe­
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QA-435 Jabez Brown Farm 
Lieby Road, Church Hill vie. 
Orlando Ridout V 1911 
Early wing from Northeast 





QA-435 Jabez Brown Farm 
Lieby Road, Church Hi ll vie. 
Orlando Ridout V 1981 
View from Southeast 


