
QA-436 
Gustaf son Triple House 
Crumpton 
Private 

circa 1865-75, 
late 19th century 

The Gustafson house consists of three adjoining 
frame dwellings facing Broad Street. The south and 
center buildings evidently are of one build, probably 
dating to circa 1865-75. They are relatively plain in 
construction and finish and are significant because they 
date to the early period of Ciumpton's development. It 
is interesting to note that the foundation walls of these 
two buildingsincorporate the same locally made concrete 

~ blocks found in several other Crumpton buildings, 
'~~__) including the Rubs amen House ( QA-292}. The northernmost 

of this triple house was added in the late 19th century, 
incorporating some Victorian detail. 
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The Gustafson House is located on the west 

side of Broad Street (Maryland Route 290) in 

Crumpton, just north of Third Street. 

This two story frame structure is actually 

composed of three narrow dwellings built side by 

side. Each dwelling is two bays wide and two rooms 

deep; a shed roof lean-to adds further space to the 

rear of the center and south dwellings. These two 

sections appear to be more or less contemporary, 

with a shallow pitched gable roof parallel to the 

street. The north dwelling is clearly a later 

structure, probably added in the early 20th century, 

with a steeply pitched gable roof running perpen-

dicular to the street. 

South Dwelling 

This building is two bays wide, with the door 

in the north bay of the east (street) facade and 

one window to the south. This window was probably 

fitted with large 2/2 or 6/6 sash, but has been 

altered in recent years and refitted with a smaller 

6/6. There are two 2/2 windows on the second 

floor. The plain horizontal weatherboards continue 
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across the front facade of the center dwelling as well, 

with no seam in between. The eaves are boxed in and 

trimmed with a beveled crownmold; the roof is standing 

seam tin. A one story porch extends across the first 

floor of both the south and center dwellings. 

The south gable wall of the south dwelling has a 

catslide or saltbox profile with asymmetrical fenestration. 

The first floor openings have recently been altered. 

Two large window openings at the east end of the first 

floor have been refitted with modern 6/6 sash, and a 

door near the west end has been converted to a small 

6/6 window. An original 6/6 window to the left of the 

door remains in use but with new sash. On the second 

floor there is a large 6/6 window to the east of 

center, a modern 1/1 window to the west of center, 

and a small 6/6 window at the extreme west end. The 

entire wall is covered with plain weatherboard siding; 

the rakeboards are also plain. 

A one story lean-to addition at the rear now 

serves as the kitchen. There are two 6/6 windows on 

the south wall and a door and three modern 1/1 windows 

on the rear or west wall. 

One brick chimney is centered on the north wall of 

the dwelling and is shared with the adjoining center 

dwelling. A second flush brick stove chimney is 
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centered on the rear wall of the south building. 

There are two modern 1/1 windows on the second floor 

of the rear facade, looking out over the roof of the 

kitchen lean-to. The rear facade is covered with wood 

shingle siding; the eaves are boxed in. 

The interior of the south dwelling consists of 

a large room in the front with a small stair hall 

behind the front room and a second large room to the 

rear. The stairway is typical of the Victorian period, 

otherwise the trim is relatively plain. 

A small door in the east wall of the rear room 

opens onto a cellar stair. The foundation walls visible 

from the cellar are a mixture of three different 

materials. The lower portion of the west wall and 

part of the north wall is constructed with brick laid 

in common bond. The south wall is almost entirely 

modern concrete block. The remainder of the foundation 

is constructed with small, locally made concrete blocks 

similar to those found in the Rubsamen House (QA-292) 

and a second house just south of the Crumpton Hotel. 

These blocks were obviously locally made, and are 

relatively soft and sandy. It is unclear when they 

were made, and whether they indicate alterations to an 

earlier cellar or an original material. The first floor 

is laid on rough log sleepers with the bark left on. 
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As previously noted, the center dwelling appears 

to be contemporary with the south dwelling. ThP.re is 

a single Victorian door in the north bay of the front 

facade, with one large 6/6 window to the south and two 

6/6 windows on the second floor. The siding, eaves, 

and roof are a continuation of the south dwelling. 

The one story porch is also continuous, and retains 

one section of scrolled Victorian fascia. 

The rear facade is nearly identical to the south 

dwelling. The first story is covered by a one story 

lean-to that extends across the entire rear facade. 

An exterior brick stove chimney in the center of the 

rear wall is flanked by a pair of modern 1/1 windows. 

The roof of the main building is standing seam tin, 

the roof of the lean-to is corrugated tin. The siding 

consists of plain horizontal weatherboards. An exterior 

brick stove chimney rises against the west end of the 

north wall, just to the rear of the adjoining north 

dwelling. 

The interior of the center dwelling essentially 

mirrors the south dwelling. A narrow stair hall in 

the center of the building is flanked by larger rooms 

to the front and rear. The stair in this section is 

plainer than the south stair. An Eastlake mantel 
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survives in the front room and a simple four-door 

cupboard is built into the ~outhwest corner of the 

rear room. There are three rooms on the second floor. 

The cellar does not extend the full depth of the 

house, but is virtually identical to the cellar under 

the south dwelling, and is constructed with a mixture 

of brick and locally made concrete block. The first 

floor is laid on rough log sleepers with the bark left 

on. Only the rear portion of the floor is original, 

the front section was rebuilt in the 20th century. 

Painted on the bottom face of the floorboards near the 

rear of the cellar is "Harry C ----
last name is not readable. 

The North Dwelling 

This section appears to be a late 19th or early 

20th century addition to the earlier building to the 

south. It is turned perpendicular to the rest of the 

structure, with its gable facing the street. There 

is a Victorian door with arched panels and a two-light 

transom in the north bay and one small 2/2 window to 

the south on the first floor of the front facade. On 

the second floor, a paired 1/1 window is centered below 

the steeply pitched upper gable. The first and second 

story are covered with plain horizontal siding, the 
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upper gable is finished with decorative wood shingles. 

A narrow vertical strip of decorative shingles also 

survives to the right of the first floor door. The 

eaves oversail and are boxed in. 

On the north wall, theEe are two 2/2 windows on 

each floor. The walls are covered with plain siding; 

the eaves oversail and are boxed in. A one story lean-to 

projects from the rear, with one 2/2 on the north wall 

and a door and a 2/2 window in the rear wall. There are 

two 6/6 windows on the second story of the rear facade 

of the main house. The original siding is covered with 

asphault roll siding on the second story; the lean-to 

is covered with plain weatherboards. 

The interior consists of two rooms on the first 

floor and a third room in the rear lean-to. An enclosed 

stair in the southeast corner of the front room leads 

up to two rooms on the second floor. No significant 

early trim survives in this section of the building. 

There is no cellar. 
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The Gustaf son house consists of three adjoining 

frame dwellings facing Broad Street. The south 

and center buildings evidently are of one build, 

probably dating to circa 1865-75. They are 

relatively plain in construction and finish and 

are significant because they date to the early 

period of Crumpton's development. It is interesting 

to note that the foundation walls of these two 

buildings incorporate the same locally made concrete 

blocks found in several other Crumpton buildings, 

including the Rubsamen House (QA-292). The 

northernmost of this triple house was added in 

the late 19th century, incorporating some Victorian 

detail. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



IJMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES Q4-43k 

CONTINUE ON SE!;'AMTE SHEET If NECESSARY 

l]DGEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY----~---

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

DJFORM PREPARED BY 
NAMEi TITLE 

Orlando Ridout V, Historic Sites Surveyor 
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Queen Anne's County Historical Society 
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Field Notebook QA-XX: Recorded October 31, 1980. 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 
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QA-436 Gustafson Triple House 
Crumpton, Maryland 
Orlando Ridout V 1981 
Front (northeast) facade 





QA-436 Gustafson Triple House 
Crumpton, Maryland 
Orlando Ridout V 1981 
Rear facade from South 


