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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The site of Bennett's Chapel is located on
the east side of Bennett's Point Road approximately
1/2 mile north of the southern terminus of the road.
This area has recently been divided into building
lots overlooking Wye River, and the chapel site
lies on the south side of a small cul de sac,
adjacent to a modern house.

The above-ground evidence includes a series of
brick and stone tombs dating to the 18th century.
These tombs were once within the walls of a brick
charel constructed in the mid-18th century by the
Bennett family.

Excavations have been undertaken in recent
years unéeruthe direction of Father Edmund Carley
of Centreville. These excavations have located
the foundation wall of the chapel, stone floor
payersﬂyithinﬂthg chapel walls, fragments of
tombstoﬁes,Aaﬁd évidenée of the collap#éd wést
wall of the chapel. It is also evident that
additional burials are present.

The chapel foundation is oriented on an
east-west axis. It is approximately 38 1/2 feet

long and 28 feet wide. The foundation walls

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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7.1 DESCRIPTION

average 18 to 20 inches thick, indicating that the
building was entirely of brick, presumably one or
1 1/2 stories high. Within the walls of the chapel,
there are four tombs, two of which have been rebuilt
overtop of and at a right angle to the original
tombs. The floor area of the chapel remains partially
paved with 18 inch square stone pavers,

A brief description of the four tombs is included

below:

Tomb A: Located in the northwest
corner of the chapel, this tomb consists of
a marble table-top slab supported on a
continuous, rebuilt brick hase. The in-
scription is readable but at this time is
covered with several hundred artifacts.,

The complete text has been recorded by
Father Carley.

Tomb B:  Located near the center of
the south wall of the chapel, this tomb
consists of four heavily carved Baroque
side pieces, withthe top missing. The four
surviving pieces have been resupported by
a rebuilt pad., There is no evidence of
the original top or any other inscription.

Tombs C and D: These two tombs have
been rebuilt and now overlay the original
vaults at a 90 degree angle. The original
vaults lie side by side at the center of
the east end of the chapel, oriented on
an east-west axis. When they were rebuilt,
they were reoriented on a north-south axis,
parallel to the east wall. Most of the
surviving stone flags are in the vicinity
of tomb C. Both tombs consist of table
top slabs on rebuilt brick bases.
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P 7.2 DESCRIPTION

Tomb C is incribed: "Here Lies
Interred the Body of Elizabeth wife of
Richard Bennett Esg. She was the daughter
of John Rousby Esqg. by Barbara his wife and
Dyed the third day of April Anno Domini
"1740 in the 58th year of her age.

Very much Lamented
Requiescat in pace

Tormmb D is incribed: "Here Lieth the
Body of Richard Bennett Esa. Who was born
"the 16 September 1667 and Died ye
October 1719 (?) His Grandfather, who was
also named Richard Bennett was governor
of Virginia.

AT,
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

This archeologicel site marks the location of
the Bennett family cemetery and of a mid-18th
century chapel that was constructed over the tombs
of Richard Bennett and his wife Elizabeth, as well
as several other tombs dating to the first half
of the 18th century. These tombs are among the
earliest known marked burials in Queen Anne's
County, and the unmarked Baroque tomb is one of
the most elaborate examples of carved stone on
the Eastern Shore. The cha?el site is associated
with the Bennett house site, which has been
located several hundred Yards to the east. The
hduae site has also been located but no structural

evidence is visible on the surface,

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE COUNTY
STATE _ COUNTY -
|FORM PREPARED BY .

NAME / TITLE
Orlando Ridout V, Historic Sites Surveyor

ORGANIZATION . DATE
Gueen Anne's County Historical Society 1/5/82

STREET & NUMBER ) TELEPHONE

CiTY OR TOWN STATE
Centreville v Maryland

Field Notebook QA-XXI; Recorded December 4, 1980.

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code cof Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438
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QA-437 Bennett Chapel Site
Grasonville vicinity
orlando Ridout V 1981
Facing Southeast







QA-437 Bennett Chapel Site
Grasonville vicinity
orlando Ridout V 1981

Facing West




