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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL OF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Dodd Farm is located on the east side of 

Wye Neck Road approximately 1/4 mile east of 

Carmichael and four miles southeast of Queenstown. 

The house and associated farm buildings are sited 

on high ground along the west side of Madam Alice's 

Branch, a tributary of the East Wye River. 

The early brick house is oriented on an east-

west axis. Probably dating to the last quarter of 

the 18th century, the house was originally 2 1/2 

stories high, fivP bays wide and one room deep, 

with flush brick chimneys at each end of the pitched 

gable roof. An early if not original two story 

brick wing projects from the east gable wall. 

In the mid-19th century the main house was 

ra.ised to three full stories and the interior 

was completely renovated. 

The south facade of the house, facing the 

driveway, serves as the front facade, but the 

position of the interior stair suggests that the 

north facade was equally important at one time. 

A double paneled door is centered in the first story 

of the south facade, flanked by two 6/6 windows 
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on each side. There are five 6/6 windows ranged 

across the second story and five 3/3 windows in the 

added third story. Four three-light cellar windows 

~pierce the foundation wall, one below each ·first floor 

window. The original brickwork ~s laid in precise 

Flemish bond ~bove a molded ovolo water table and a 

three- to five-course bond foundation. A three-course 

Flemish bond belt-course stretches the full length 

of the facade between the first and second story. 

The added third story is laid in seven-course common 

bond with slightly smaller, smoother brick. A". 

two-course corbeled corn.ice is carried across -the eave 

of the third story. When the third story was added, 

one section of original brickwork was replaced between 

the second and third bay from the west on the second 

story1 and the jack arches were rebuilt above all of 

the first and second story window openings. Patches 

in the brickwork on either side of the front door 

indicate the location of an original entrance porch 

which was replaced with a larger, mid-19th century 

porch with heavy square, chamfered posts with molded 

caps. The porch· and the, main house are covered with 

·a standing seam metal roof.· 

The only openings in the west gable wall are a 
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pair_ of six-ligh~ windows in the upper gable, flanking 

the flush center chimney. The original brickwork 

is laid in three-course bond above the molded water 

.table and common bond foundation. The belt.course 

also is carried across the gable wall but is laid 

in stretcher-header-stretcher bond rather than Flemish. 

The raised third story is clearly visible and the 

pitch of the original roof line is sharply outlined. 

Two seams in the south end of the foundation indicate 

a blocked bulkhead cellar entrance location~ 

The north facade is similar to the south f a~~de1 
with double paneled doors in the center bay flanked 

by two 6/6 windows on each side. The window opening 

closest to the door on ~ach side has been enlarged 

to form "jibb" doors. The lower six-light sash cnn 

thus be raised and paired panel doors opened to allow 

direct access onto the porch. There are five 6/6 

windows ranged across the second story and five 3/3 

windows across the added third story. The brickwork 

is Flemish bond above a molded water table and three­

course bond foundation; a three-course Flemish bond 

belt course extends across this facade. The added 

~hird story is laid in seven-course bond with a 

corbeled brick cornice. A one story porch _dating to 
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the ~id-19th cen~ury extends across the center three 

bays on this fac~de. 

The east gable wall is almost entirely concealPd 

·by the two story brick· wing. Two window openings in 

the upper gable have been bricked up. The original 

brickwork is laid in three-course bond and the added 

third story is seven-course bond. 

The two story wing appears to be early if not 

original. The brickwork is keyed into the main house, 

tbough somewhat awkwardly in places. It seem~ likely 

that the house and wing were not built concurr~ntly : 

but that the wing was constructed after the walls of 

the main house were completed, as there is evidence 

of the "racking" or keying slots commonly left for 

joining a wing. The exterior face of the foundation 

wall-of the main house, visible from the crawl space 

under the wing~is finished but the joints are not 

tooled, suggesting that it was intended to be covered. 

The south facade of the wing is set back approxi­

mately 18 inches from the main house. There is a 

door in the east bay, an original 6/6 window in the 

west bay and a second 6/6 window. to the left of the 

door that appears to be later. There are two 6/6 

windows on the second story, one in the east bay and 
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the other in the west bay. A 6/6 pitched roof dormer 

window is· offset to left of center. The brickwork is 

laid in Flemish bond with no water _table or belt 

· course. The eaves are· boxed in nnd trimmed with a 

complex crown mold and a plain frieze board below the 

soffit. 

The east gable wall of the wing is laid in three­

course bond. A pair of window openings flanking the 

flush center chimney.have been bricked up. The gable 

eaves are trimmed with badly weathered rakeboards. 

The north wall of the wing is set back approximcitely 

nine inches from the north facade of the main-house. 

The original fenestration pattern evidently consisted 

of a door in the east bay and a 6/6 window in the west 

bay of the first story and 6/6 windows in the corres­

ponding positions on the second story. Later, the first 

story door was changed to a 6/6 window and another, 

slightly smaller 6/6 window was added immediately to 

the west. There is one 6/6 pitched roof dormer to 

left of center on the third story. 

The interior of the main house consists of a 

modified center'passage plan in which the north end 

of the east room is partitioned to form a secondary 

passage connecting the center stair passa~e with the 

.. 
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wing. This secondary passage appears to be a mid-

19th century alteration. The stair rises against the 

east wall of the passage to a landing at the south 

·end, then turns 180 degrees and continues to the second 

story. It is an open-string stair with a large turned 

newel, tapered balusters and a simple walnut ·rail. 

The carr~age piece is decorated with ornatelY, scrolled 

stair brackets. In recent years the area below the 

carri~ge has been enclosed for storage space. The 

south double doors have fully raised fielded.panels 

typical of the Federal period, while the north doors 

are also paneled but with flattened ogee paner molds 

typical of the Greek Revival period. The·fireplace 

in the west room is fitted with a white marble mantel 

that is similar (but more heavily carved) to a mantle 

in the Villa (QA-175), an Italianate house near Sudlers­

ville constructed in 1859. The fireplace in the east 

room has been closed off and the mantel removed, but 

the chimney breast is flanked by a pair of four-door 

cupboards with fully raised Federal panels. All of the 

woodwork on the first floor, including the stair, dates 

to the mid-19th century·renovation. The doors and 

~indows are framed with 11 paneled 11 architr;:we trim with 

turned bullseye corner blocks. 
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The interior door openings have paneled soffits 

and jambs ~nd tbe window openings have splayed jambs 

that extend all the way to the floor. 

On the second floor,. the center pnssage plan has 

been modified by the addition of ~ ~mall bath at the 

north end of t~e passage. The firepl~ces have been 

blocked in both the east and west chamber, but a 

superb marbleized mantel with Greek details survives 

in the west room. Tw~ six-panel Federal doors have 

also survived, all· of the other trim is beaded _and 

rabbeted, dating to the mid-19th century. A doo.r 

in the east gable wall of the east room leads down 

six steep steps to the second story of the wing. 

On the third floor, there are two chambers on 

the east side of the stair passage and one large 

chamber to the west. The trim is beaded and rabbeted; 

the interior doors are simple Greek Revival doors 

with two vertical panels on each face. The ceiling 

is plastered with machine-sawn lathing nailed with 

machine nails. The rafters are ·also machine-sawn. 

The first floor of the wing was originally divided 

into two rooms, with a li'J.rge kitch~n to the east at 

ground level and a small room two steps up from the 

kitchen to the west. This room was at one time used 

as a pantry a~d in recent.years has been partitioned 
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to form a small passage and a bath. A steep, straight­

run stair rises· against the east wall of the west room 

to the second story. A large cooking fireplace has 

. ·recently been uncovered on the east g~ble W?ll of the 

kitchen. This fireplace has a heavy wood lintel and 

an iron trammel bar in the throat. A door in the south 

end of the WP.st wall of the kitchen opens onto a short 

run of s·tairs leading down to the cellar under the main 

house. 

The second story of the wing consists of a large 

room to the east, a small room to the northwest and a. 

stair hall to the southwest. The large east room is 

heated with a small fireplace with a mid-19th century 

mantel off set to right of center on the east gable 

wall. The second floo'r ceiling hc:is ·been exposed in 

this room, revealing machine-sawn joists. The interior 

partitions on the second story are constructed of 

beaded vertical paneling. A steep stair leads up to 

the third story, which is divided into two finished 

chambers. The plaster on the third story is applied 

to machine-sawn lathing secured with machine nails. 

There is a tull cellar under the main house, 

. with access from the kitchen wing. The plan of the 

cellar is somewhat unusual. It is divided by thick 

brick partit~on walls to form· a narrow passage along 
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the east three bays of the sout~ wnll, a iarge room 

to the west and two smaller rooms to the north of the 

passage. There are arched chimney bases on each gable 

. wall. Window-like openings allow ventilation between 

the four rooms and are barred wit~ ~iamond-section 

horizontal woo~ bars set in heavy frames. The ceiling 

joists and much of the first floor framing was evidently 

replaced in the mid-19th century. Some of the earlier 

joists were cut off and left ·embedded in the walls. 

The replaced joists are a mixture of mnchine-sawn and 

circular sawn and are reinforced with diagonal bridgi~g. 
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Probably constructed in the late 18th century, 

Springfield is a particularly large example of a 

center passage, single pile plan house. Originally 

2 1/2 stories high, the house was enlarged in 

the mid-19th century to a full three stories, the 

first floor plan was modified by the addition of 

a secondary passage to the wing, and the interior 

was extensively renovated. Some Federal woodwork 

still survives, but the majority of the interior 

decoration dates to the renovation and is typical 

of the Greek Revival period. The most significant 

interior details include a pair of built-in 

cupboards with Federal doors, the handsome Greek 

Revival stair, a mid-19th century white marble 

mantel, and an unusual marbleized Greek Revival 

mantel on the second story. Other interesting 

features include the unusual cellar plan with 

original barred ventilation openings and ttie large 

cooking fireplace recently exposed in the kitchen. 
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act o.f the Maryland Leg is la ture, to be found in the 
Annot'.3.<ted Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe­
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QA-439 Dodd Farm 
Queenstown vicinity 
Orlando Ridout V 1981 
View from Southwest 





QA-439 Dodd Farm 
Queenstown vicinity 
Orlando Ridout V 1981 
View from Southeast 





QA-439 Dodd Farm 
Queenstown vicinity 
Orlando Ridout V 1981 
North facade 


