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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL OF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The James Hicks House is located southeast of 

the intersection of Dulin Clark Road and Brownsville 

Road at the west end of Brownsville, approximately 

2 1/2 miles west of Centreville. 

The Hicks house is of frame construction, three 

bays wide, two stories high and one room deep, with 

a pitched cross gable centered on a pitched gable 

roof and a two story wing centered on the rear 

facade. 

The front facade faces northwest toward the 

nearby road intersection. The door is located in 

the center bay, flanked by two window openings on 

each side. There are three windows on the second 

story. The sash are all gone, and probably 

consisted of 2/2 and/or 6/6. The front facade is 

covered with plain horizontal siding concealed 

with more recent wood shingles. A one story porch 

that extended most of the length of the facade 

has collapsed and now blocks the first floor openings. 
, i ~ ! J ' 

The roof of the house is covered with asphault 

shingles; the eaves oversail and are boxed in. The 

cross gable is centered on the facade, with no 
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CONTINUATION SHEET 
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opening in the tympanum. A 

off set to left of center on 

On the northeast gable 

brick stove 

the roof. 

wall, single 
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chimney is 

win_dows 

are centered oh the first and second floor. The siding 

and eaves match the front facade. 

A two story frame wing projects from the center 

of the rear facade, leaving a single window in the 

northeast and southwest bays of the first and second 

floor. 

There are no window or door openings in the southwest 

gable wall ~f the main house. 

The rear wing is centered on the southeast facade, 

forming a T-plan house. There ·is a door in the center 

of the southwest wall of the wing, with a single window 

directly above on the second story. Single window 

openings are centered on the first and second story 

of the northeast facade and the southeast gable of the 

wing. A small, one story open porch once sheltered 

~he southwest wall of th~ wing and the adjoining corner 

of the main house. 

The interior of the main house consists of a two 

room, hal~-parlor plan with the larger hall to the 

southwest. The front door opens into the hall, and a 

door directly opposite opens into the rear wing. An 

enclosed, straight-run stair rises against the southwest 
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-gable wall of the hall.. One shared--brick stove chimney 

is centered on the- interior partition wall of the hall; 

a -second stove chimney is located in the east corner 

of the kitchen wing. All three first floor rooms are 

plastered, and the hall ana rear kitchen have beaded 

vertical wainscot paneling below a simple chairrail. 

Other trim includes plain architraves and baseboard 

and a simple board mantel in the parlor. 

~he second floor plan is identical to the first 

floor except the rear chamber (in the wing) is one step 

lower than the main house. The two front rooms are 

-plastered, the rear room was ~vidently unfinished 

except for a coat of blue paint until recently, when 

drywall was installed. 

~he attic is unfinished. The building is constructed 

with balloon framingusingwire nails. The plaster 

is applied to machine sawn lath secured with wire nails. 

Several two-light sash windows remain in the house. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

This two story frame house was constructed 

circa 1914 on a lot purchased by James F. Hicks, 

a black man, from Marianna S. Robinson, the widow 

of Judge John M. Robinson. The Robinsons owned 

land on this edge of Brownsville and sold off 

several lots to black families. 

The two story, hall parlor plan utilized for 

this building was a particularly popular house form 

in the Brownsville community, in this case expanded 

by an original rear wing to form a T-plan. The 

overall size and finish mark this as one of the 

better dwelling houses constructed in the community. 

The property ,has remained in the Hicks family to 

the present day, although the house and farm 

buildings have been abandoned. 
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Orlando Ridout V, Historic Sites Surveyor 
ORGANIZATION 

Queen Anne's County Historical Society 
STREET & NUMBER 

Ci TY OR TOWN 

Centreville 

Field Notebook QA-26; Recorded July 17, 1981. 

DATE 

11/5/81 
TELEPHONE 

STATE 

Maryland 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 
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