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John R. Smith Farm 
Price vicinity 
Private 

late 18th century 

The story-and-a-half frame house on the John R. 
Smith farm is typical of a house form widely found on 
the Eastern Shore in the 18th and the first half of 
the 19th centuries. The original house had a hall­
parlor plan with two rooms up and two rooms down. 
A mid-19th century addition expanded the house three 
additional bays to the east and enlarged the house 
by four more rooms. The subsequent alterations have 
left little visible fabric of the orioinal house. 
Despite the generally plain appearance of the house, 
however, several features are significant. Most 
important of these is the tilted false plate eave 
construction, a feature that may have been used to 
some extent in this area but which has not survived 
in any numbers~ 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The John R. Smith Farm is located on the 

north side of Rabbit Hill Road approximately one 

mile northeast of Price, Maryland. The house and 

farmhouse are adjacent to the west side of the old 

Kent and Queen Anne's Railroad. The house and at 

least one outbuilding predate the railroad, however. 

This small frame house was constructed in 

two different stages. The original house, dating 

to the 18th century, was 1 1/2 stories high, 

three bays wide, and one room deep, with brick 

chimneys at either end of a steeply pitched gable 

roof. In the 19th century the house was enlarged 

three more bays to the east, continuing the same 

basic lines of the early dwelling. In the early 

20th century an open porch was constructed across 

the entire south facade, and in more recent years 

a lean-to addition was made to the east end of 

the rear facade to accommodate a modern kitchen 

and bath. Both sections of the house rest on 

continuous common-bond brick foundations and are 

covered with wood shingle siding and an asphault 

shingle :roof. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



CONTINUATION SHEET 

7.1 DESCRIPTION 

QA-61 

The front facade of the original house faces south 

toward Rabbit Hill Road. The door is located in the 

center bay, flanked by a single 2/2 window on each side. 

There are two 6/6 shed roof d~rmers on the second floor. 

The first floor window sash and door are all late 19th 

century replacements. The d6rmer windows appear· to 

have been reworked when the house was enlarged. 

The chimney on the west gable is flush, with one 

2/2 window to the right on the first floor. The chimney 

on the east gable was an exterior stack, but has been 

demolished. The later addition completely covered the 

original east gable wall. 

On the rear facade of the original section, there 

are two 2/2 windows on the first floor and two 6/6 shed 

dormers on the second floor. 

The 19th century addition extended the lines of 

the original house, but the floor level of the addition 

is two steps lower than the original house. This 

difference is apparent in .the foundation as well 

as the lower placement of the first floor openin·gs 

and the second floor dormers. 

On the front or south facade of the addition, 

there is a center door opening onto the porch, flanked 
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by a single 6/6 window on each side. On the second 

floor, there are two 6/6 shed roof dormers. On the 

east gable, a flush brick chimney rises from the center 

of the roof. A small opening.near the center of the 

foundation wall allows access.to a crawl space under 

the first floor. There are no other openings in this 

facade. The center and east bay of the rear facade are 

covered by the moder·n lean-to addition, leaving a 

single 6/6 window in the west bay of the first floor 

and two 6/6 shed dormers on the second floor. 

The interior of the original house has been through 

one major alteration and is currently being modernized. 

The original floor plan evidently consisted of two 

rooms, a lar~e~all to the west and a smaller parlor 

to the east, with a winder stair in the southwest 

corner of the hall. In the late 19th or early 20th 

century, the winder stair was removed and a steep, 

straight-run enclosed stair was inserted across· the 

east end of the hall, directly in front of the south 

door. This left two roughly equal rooms flanking a 

centrally located enclosed stair. It was probably 

at this time also that the exterior chimney on the 

east gable was demolished and replaced with a smaller 
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stove chimney. The second floor was also reworked, 

with single chambers flanking the enclosed stair. 

The original beaded partition was demolished to make 

room for the new stair, and ~ew board and plaster walls 

were installed. Surviving early fabric includes reused 

beaded batten doors hung on wrought H hinges, one 

6-panel door, and some beaded baseboard. The floors 

and much of the interior plaster is replaced. One 

section of original plaster applied to riven lathing 

has survived above the stair, and an examination of 

the eaves and roof reveals the 18th century roof 

framing, tilted false plate eave construction, and 

riven clapboard siding. Wrought nails remain in the 

riven plaster lathing, the riven clapboard siding, 

and in the roof framing. Little else of significance 

has survived. 

The later addition is divided into two rooms on 

each floor. The east room on the first floor evidently 

served as a kitchen, and retains the beaded wainscot 

paneling popular in the late 19th century. .A steep, 

enclosed ladder stair to the left of the gable chimney 

allows access to the second floor. The only n9table 

feature in the west room on the first floor is the seam 
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in the floor that outlines the demolished chimney. 

The two second floor rooms are three steps lower 

than the second floor of the original house. ·The rooms 

are plastered but otherwise ~eft plain.· The roof of 

this section is framed with rafters reused from an 

earlier building. 

Meat House 

To the rear of the dwelling house is a frame meat 

house 10 feet 8 inches wide and 12 feet long. It is 

oriented on a north-south axis, with a single batten 

door centered on the south gable. The ex.terior is 

covered with vertical board and batten siding nailed 

to the sill, an intermediate rail, and the top plate. 

The roof is corrugated metal; the eaves are boxed-in 

and left plain. The beavy framing members are hewn; 

the collar beams are secured with machine nails. 

Other butbuildings include a late 19th century 

barn and combined crib/granary to the northwest of 

the house, and an implement shed and outbuilding to 

the northeast. A dairy barn stood to the north until 

recent years. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The story-and-a-half frame house on the John 

R. Smith farm is typical of a house form widely 

found on the Eastern Shore in the 18th and the first 

half of the 19th centuries. The original house 

had a hall-parlor plan with two rooms up and two 

rooms down. A mid-19th century addition expanded 

the house three additional bays to the east and 

enlarged the house by four more rooms. The 

subsequent alterations have left little visible 

fabric of the original house. Despite the 

generally plain appearance of the house, however, 

several features are significant. Most important 

of these is the tilted false plate eave construction, 

a feature that may have been used to some extent 

in this area but which has not survived in any 

numbers. The only other recorded examples in 

Queen Anne's County are found at My Lord's Gift 

(QA-116), the Poplar Grove Quarter (QA-191A), 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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,.--.. CONTINUATION SHEET 

8.1 STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

and in t~e meat house at the c. c. Harper Farm (QA-11). 

Also of interest is the riven clapboard siding on the 

east gable of the original house. 

. . 
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QA-61 Dr. James Smith Farm 
Price vicinity 
Orlando Ridout V 1980 
Front facade from Southwest 





QA-61 Dr. James Smith Farm 
Price vicinity 
Orlando Ridout V 1980 
Rear facade from north 
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