
QA-674 
223 Love Point Ave 
Stevensville, Queen Anne's County 

Constructed ca. 1920 
Private 

Summary Description 

The house at 223 Love Point A venue is a one-and-one-half story, side-gabled summer 
home that faces west on to Love Point Avenue on Kent Island in Queen Anne's County. 
Although the house has several additions that have altered all but the west and south 
facades, enough is left to identify it as a basic summer home of the Eastern Shore. 

Summary Statement of Significance 

This particular cottage was probably built in the 1920s, after the early development 
companies had given up operations in the area. The part-time residents had relatively 
little money to invest in a second home and built just a basic shelter to spend the summer 
weekends or weeks away from the heat and humidity on the mainland. 



Maryland Historical Trust 
Maryland Inventory of 
Historic Properties Form 

1. Name of Property (indicate preferred name) 

other 223 Love Point A venue 

2. Location 
street and number 223 Love Point Avenue 

city, town Stevensville, Kent Island 

county Queen Anne's County 

3. Owner of Property (give names and mailing addresses of all owners) 

name Robert J. & Cindy L. Benton 

street and number 223 Love Point Avenue 

city, town Stevensville state MD 

4. Location of Legal Description 

Inventory No. QA-674 

not for publication 

x_ vicinity 

telephone 410-643-3322 

zip code 21666 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Queen Anne's County Land Records liber MWM 190 folio 779 

city, town Centreville tax map 40 tax parcel 82 

5. Primary Location of Additional Data 
___ Contributing Resource in National Register District 
___ Contributing Resource in Local Historic District 
___ Determined Eligible for the National Register/Maryland Register 
___ Determined Ineligible for the National Register/Maryland Register 
___ Recorded by HABS/HAER 
___ Historic Structure Report or Research Report at MHT 
___ Other: ___________ _ 

6. Classification 

Category 
__ district 
___x__bui\ding(s) 
__ structure 
__ site 
__ object 

Ownership 
__ public 
__x__private 
__ both 

Current Function 
__ agriculture 
__ commerce/trade 
__ defense 
_X_domestic 
__ education 
__ funerary 
__ government 
__ health care 
__ industry 

__ landscape 
recreation/culture 

__ religion 
__ social 
__ transportation 
__ work in progress 
__ unknown 
__ vacanUnot in use 
__ other: 

tax ID number 04-052625 

Resource Count 
Contri bu ting 

l 

Noncontributing 
I buildings 

____ sites 
____ structures 
____ objects 

-~--Total 

Number of Contributing Resources 
previously listed in the Inventory 

0 



7. Description 

Condition 

excellent 
_good 

fair 

deteriorated 
ruins 

_x_ altered 

Inventory No. QA-674 

Prepare both a one paragraph summary and a comprehensive description of the resource and its various elements as it 
exists today. 

The house at 223 Love Point Avenue is a one-and-one-half story, side-gabled summer home that faces west on to Love Point Avenue 
on Kent Island in Queen Anne's County. 

Although the house has several additions that have altered all but the west and south facades, enough is left to identify it as a basic 
summer home of the Eastern Shore. The foundation is concrete, which was most likely added after the original house was built. The 
roof of the entire house is covered in asphalt shingles. The front entrance is located in the center of the west fac;:ade, which is partially 
obscured by a shade tree in the small front yard, and is covered by an engaged portico. A vinyl replacement window is located on 
either side of the entrance; the placement of all three bays is most likely original to the main block. 

Additions on the north and east elevations have quadrupled the original footprint, and changes to the roofline make it unclear whether 
the original structure had a top half floor. The window on the first floor of the north elevation may be similar in size and location to 
the original building, but the windows on the south elevation are questionable. The rear of the house is all but obscured by a large 
amount of trees and shrubbery, which also surround most of the property and crowd in to the back yard. A long shed in the southeast 
comer of the lot may have been original to the house, but has been added on to several times and is now in the midst of collapsing. A 
gate out of the back of the property leads to a gravel road that may well be a remnant of Delaware A venue, which was to have run 
parallel to Love Point A venue along the back of these lots but was never officially built. 



8. Significance 
Period 

1600-1699 
1700-1799 
1800-1899 

x 1900-1999 
2000-

Specific dates 

Areas of Significance 

_ agriculture 
_ archeology 
_x architecture 

art 
commerce 
communications 

_ community planning 
conservation 

1910-present 

Construction dates 1920 (est.) 

Evaluation for: 

___ National Register 

Inventory No. QA-674 

Check and justify below 

economics 
education 

_ engineering 
entertainmenU 

recreation 
_ ethnic heritage 
_ exploration/ 

settlement 

health/medicine _ performing arts 
_ industry _ philosophy 

invention _ politics/government 
_ landscape architecture _ religion 

law science 
literature X social history 

_ maritime history _ transportation 
_ military other: 

Architect/Builder unknown 

____ Maryland Register --~X~_not evaluated 

Prepare a one-paragraph summary statement of significance addressing applicable criteria , followed by a narrative discussion of the 
history of the resource and its context. (For compliance projects , complete evaluation on a DOE Form - see manual.) 

This basic summer home is representative of the second wave of residents to the area in the 1920s and 1930s. 

When it was first settled in the early 17th century, Kent Island was divided into plantations and farms. The principal crop was tobacco 
until the mid-18 th century, when wheat and com were found to be more profitable. Eventually, agriculture became less profitable 
overall on the Eastern Shore as the farms of the Midwest added their abundance to the market. It was perhaps inevitable that the 
beautiful beaches across the Chesapeake from Baltimore began to attract those looking to escape the city during the hot, humid days of 
summer. With a pier reaching out into the Chester River off the northern tip of Kent Island giving ready access, a resort community 
sprang up in the area long known as Love Point. The elegant Love Point Hotel was located just off the landing as was a railway depot 
that provided access to the Atlantic beaches, making the area not only a destination in itself but an attractive waypoint on longer 
journeys. 

Two companies, Love Point Beach and Park Company, Inc. , and Love Point Land and Improvement Company of Caroline County, 
Inc., purchased most of the land on Love Point and planned communities with over 650 lots available for development. ' Aided by the 
efforts of these two development companies, the year-round population on Love Point grew large enough to support a one-room 
schoolhouse from 1915 to 1932.2 Whi le the Love Point Hotel continued to operate throughout this period, business was sporadic, 
leading its owners to default on the mortgage three times between 1916 and 1923.3 Both development companies lost large amounts 
of property due to mortgage defaults between 1917 and 1926 4 Lots were also lost due to erosion of the shore! ine as documented by 
USGS maps of Kent Island.5 Although investors were to have varying levels of success with properties on Love Point, the lots 
purchased and developed by individuals for their own use gained a place in the isolated community that is highly valued today. 

This particular cottage was probably built in the 1920s, after the early development companies had given up operations in the area. 
The part-time residents had relatively little money to invest in a second home and built just a basic shelter to spend the summer 
weekends or weeks away from the heat and humidity on the mainland. Summer cottages like this are representative of a quieter time 
on the island, when the grandeur of the resort area had almost faded away and the Bay Bridge had not yet brought increased access to 
the island 

1 In Queen Anne's County Land Record books, see liber WFW 5, folio 480, for Love Point Beach and Park Company's plat, and liber 
SS 7, folio 590-1, for Love Point Land and Improvement Company's plat. 
2 Property purchased by the Board of School Commissioners in 1915, liber WFW 7, folio 377; classes ceased in 1932 per information 
fieced together from newspaper clippings from Kent Island Heritage Society files. 

Janet Freedman, Kent Island: The Land That Was Once Eden (Baltimore: Maryland Historical Society, 2002), 33. 
4 Queen Anne's County Land Records, liber WFW 11, folio 380 for Love Point Land & Improvement Company default. 
5 The mortgage default of the Land and Improvement Company noted that some of the lots had already washed away by the time of its 
default in 1917. See Queen Anne's County Land Records, liber WFW 11 , folio 380. 



9. Major Bibliographical References Inventory No. QA-674 

Freedman, Janet. Kent Island: The Land That Was Once Eden. Baltimore, MD: Maryland Historical Society, 2002. 

Kent Island Heritage Society files 

McAlester, Virginia & Lee. A Field Guide to American Houses. New York: Knopf, 2005. 

Queen Anne's County Land Records 

10. Geographical Data 

.275 acres 

.275 acres 
Acreage of surveyed property 
Acreage of historical setting 
Quadrangle name Love Point Quadrangle scale: .=...l =:2-'-4""'0-"-00""-------

Verbal boundary description and justification 

See plat filed by Love Point Land and Improvement Company in Queen Anne's County Land Record book SS 7, folio 590-91 , 
block 20, lots 5 & 6. 

11. Form Prepared by 

name/title 

organization 

street & number 

city or town 

Susan Detherage and Amanda R. Apple, Historic Preservation Planner 

QA Co. Dept. of Land Use, Growth Management & Environment date 8/1 /2008 

160 Coursevall Drive telephone 410-758-1255 

Centreville state Maryland 

The Maryland Inventory of Historic Properties was officially created by an Act of the Maryland Legislature 
to be found in the Annotated Code of Maryland , Article 41 , Section 181 KA, 
197 4 supplement. 

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and record purposes only 
and do not constitute any infringement of individual property rights . 

return to: Maryland Historical Trust 
DHCD/DHCP 
100 Community Place 
Crownsville, MD 21032-2023 
410-514-7600 



Maryland Historical Trust 
Maryland Inventory of 
Historic Properties Form 

Name 
Continuation Sheet 

Number _JL Page 1 

Dec. 3, 1982 

June 23, 1977 

July 26, 1958 

June 26, 1948 

Sept. 14, 1946 

Sept. 29, 1939 

July 25 , 1919 

Jan. 10, 1918 

MWM 190/779 
Transfer to Robert J. Benton and Cindy L. Benton, his wife 
From Joseph P. Schamus 
$51 ,500 for Lots 5, 6, Block 20 
Ref: Plat of Love Point Land & Improvement Co. SS7/590-591 

ewe 122152 
Transfer to Joseph P. Schamus 
From Mitzi Mary Hickman (formerly Mitzi Mary Shawn) 

TSP 42/ 111 
Transfer to Benjamin F. Shawn and Mitzi Mary Shawn, his wife 
From John B. Shawn and Rose Shawn, his wife 

NBW 1/458 
Transfer to John B. Shawn and Rose Shawn, his wife 
From Benjamin Francis Shawn and Charlotte Shawn, his wife 

ASG 15/119 
Transfer to Benjamin Francis Shawn 
From John T. Bishop and Jessie R. Bishop, his wife 
$175 

ASG 2/288 
Transfer to John T. Bishop and Jessie R. Bishop, his wife 
From William L. Quinn and Jeanie Catherine Quinn, his wife 

JFR 3/ 189 
Transfer to William L. Quinn 
From D. Beniah Tharp and Nora Tharp, his wife 
$200 

WFW 11/38 
Transfer to D. Beniah Tharp and Nora Tharp, his wife 
From Alfred Lee Tharp, assignee 
Public sale of foreclosed properties for owed taxes 

Inventory No. QA-674 
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QA- ~71 
223 Love Point Ave. 

Stevensville Vicinity, Queen Anne's County Maryland 
Love Point, Maryland Quadrangle (1 :24,000) 
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Photo Log 

QA-674 - 223 Love Point Avenue 
Photos Taken August 2008 
By Susan Detherage and Amanda Apple 
Queen Anne ' s County 

Photos Printed on Epson Premium Glossy Paper with Epson UltraChrome pigmented 
inks. 

File Name (s) Description 
QA-674_ 2008-08-01_01 Perspective view of south and west 
QA-674 2008-08-01 01 .TIF elevations looking northeast 
QA-674_2008-08-01_02 View of west elevation looking east 
QA-674 2008-08-01 02.TIF 






