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Charles Leager Farm 
Hayden 
Private 

2nd quarter 19th century 

The original brick house on the Charles Leager 
Farm can be dated to the second quarter of the 19th 
century based on the five-course bond brickwork, the 
corbelled brick cornice, and the Greek Revival trim. 
Both the side hall plan and the gambrel roof form 
were particularly favored during this period but are 
generally frame rather than brick. In plan and form 
this house closely resembles the fra~e gambrel roof 
house on the William c. Hall farm (QA-53) near Church 
Hill, and can also be compared with the brick gambrel 
ropf house at Hawkins Pharsalia (QA-92). The meathouse 
on the .,Leager farm is a rar.e example of full hewn log 
construction, in contrast to the log plank buildings 
comntonly found in this region. 
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MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST MAGI # 1800725404 

INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY 
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B DESCRIPTION 

_EXCELLENT 

X..GOOD 

_ FAIR 

CONDITION 
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~LTERED 

CHECK ONE 

X ORIG!NAL SITE 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Charles Leager Farm is located on the 

west side of the Hayden-Hope Road approximately 

1/4 mile south of Hayden. 

The early house on the Leager farm is 

constructed of brick, 1 1/2 stories high, three 

bays wide, and one room deep. A single flush 

brick chimney is centered on the southeast gable 

of the gambrel roof. A late 19th century two 

story frame addition projects from the southeast 

gable. This wing rests on a continuous brick 

foundation and is now covered with aluminum 

siding. A more recent kitchen wing has been 

added to the rear wall of the frame addition. 

The front facade of the original house faces 

northeast toward the road. It is laid in five-

course bond with a two-course corbeled brick 

cornice but no watertable. All four exterior 

walls have been heavily whitewashed. There is a 

door in the right bay of this facade, with two 

6/6 windows to the left, and two shed roof 6/6 

dormers on the second floor. The door originally 

had a transom, but the opening has been blocked 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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CONTINUATION SHEET 

7.1 DESCRIPTION 

by a modern one story open porch on a concrete block 

foundation. Early door and window frames remain on 

all first floor openings. There are no windows on the 
,• 

northwest gable. The brickwork is five-course bond, 

and the gable eaves have been rebuilt with a box 

cornice replacing the original rakeboards. The rear 

facade is also five-course bond with a corbeled 

cornice. An original poor in the left bay has been 

bricked in, leaving two 6/6 windows to the right and 

two 6/6 dormers on the second floor. There is a small 

cellar window opening to right of center and a modern 

bulkhead cellar entrance below the original door 

opening. 

The interior has been completely renovated in 

recent years. The original side hall, single parlor 

plan has been opened up into a single large living room. 

The only early fabric surviving is a very fine Greek 

Revival mantel on the southeast gable wall of the first 

floor, similar to the mantel in the wing of the Marion 

Leaverton Farm (QA-227). It has tapered columns 

supporting paneled sideblocks and a molded shelf. 

The frieze is wide, with a scalloped profile molding 

running horizontally between the sideblocks. The 
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7.2 DESCRIPTION 
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dominant molding on the shelf is a flattened Greek 

ogee. 

There is a full cellar under the original house, 

with a blocked fireplrtce on the southeas~ gable wall. 

A large brick hearth has survived in front of the 

opening, and evidence of brick paving remains in 

the corner to the right of the fireplace. Seams in 

the foundation in this corner identify the original 

bulkhead entrance location. The cellar walls were 

plastered, and the ghost of an original cellar stair 

can be seen in the northwest corner, below the first 

floor stair hall. The first floor joists run parallel 

to the gable under the parlor, but run perpendicular 

to the gable under the stair hall and are framed in 

for the original stair opening, making it possible to 

reconstruct the original floor plan with some precision. 

Meat house 

A log meat house 10 feet wide by 12 1/2 feet long 

stands to the south of the house. It is con~tructed 

of hewn logs rather than hewn and pit sawn log planks. 

The logs are generally hewn flat on two sides, with 

the top and bottom face left round. They average 
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7.3 DESCRIPTION 
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six inches by eight to ten inches and have V-notch 

co-rner notching. The exterior walls are covered with 

plain horizontal weatherboards secured to vertical 

nailers with wire nails. The upper gables are covered 

with wide weatherboards laid·flush and nailed with 

wire nails. The tapered rakeboards are probably-reused. 

The only opening is a heavy batten door in the center 

of the southeast gable. The roof is so0 in pitch, and 

framed with four roughly hewn rafter pairs. The rafters 

are secured at the ridge with pegged mortise-and-tenon 

joints and rest on flat false plates, which are in turn 

supported by heavy hewn joists notched over the wall 

plates. The gable studs are 20th century replacements 

secured with wire nails. The building is still used 

for curing ham. The ,meat is hung in cloth·sacks 

from rough sapling poles which are suspended with 

wire from scabbed-on collar beam~. Six hams are 

hung in this fashion, with three more hanging from 

poles nailed to the undersides of the rafters near 

the ridge. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The original brick house on the Charles 

Leager Farm can be dated to the second quarter 

of the 19th century based on the five-course 

bond brickwork, the corbelled brick cornice, 

and the Greek Revival trim. Both the side hall 

plan and the gambrel roof form were particularly 

favored during this period but are generally 

frame rather than brick. In plan and form this 

house closely resembles the frame gambrel roof 

house on the William Hall farm (QA-53) near 

Church Hill, and can also be compared with the 

brick gambrel roof house at Hawkins Pharsalia 

(QA-92). The meathouse on the Leager farm is a 

rare example of full hewn log construction, in 

contrast to the log plank buildings commonly 

found in this region. 
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STATE COUNTY 
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Orlando Ridout V, Historic Sites Surveyor 
ORGANIZATION 

Queen Anne's County Historical Society 
STREET & NUMBER 

CITY OR TOWN 

Centreville 

DATE 

4/18/80 
TELEPHONE 

STATE 

Maryland 21617 

Field Notebo_ok QA-XIV, Recorded November 30, · 1979. 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe­
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 
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QA-72 Wilson Leager Farm 
Hayden, Maryland 
Orlando Ridout V 1980 
Front facade from East 





QA-72 Wilson Leager Farm 
Hayden , Maryland 
Orlando Ridout V 1980 
Rear facade from West 





QA-72 Wilson Leager Farm 
Hayden , Maryland 
Orlando Ridout V 1980 
Meat House 


