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Before it was demolished, Windsor was one of the
finest small brick houses in the county. Dating to the
18th century, Windsor was a relatively unusual example
of a story-and-a-half, double pile house, similar to
Bachelor's Hope (QA-224) and the period two form of
Stevens Adventure (QA-137). The four room interior plan
is virtually identical to the plan of Morgan's Enclosure
(QA-169) and the reconstructed plan of Cloverfields
(QA-269), both on Kent Island. Other variations of this
plan type have been noted elsewhere in the county.

" Sign&#ficant decorative details included a Wall-of-Troy

cornice and the outline of a barrell vaulted entrance
porch, original mantels, overmantels, wainscot paneling
and a fully paneled chimney breast.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Windsor was located on the southeast side of
White Marsh Road approximately 1/4 mile east of
the intersection with Tanyard Road and four miles
northeast of Centreville.

The only records that have survived of the
house are two photographs, a plan, and a brief
description published by Dr., H.C. Forman in 1956,

At that time the house was vacant and in declining
condition., It was later demolished, Bricks from
the building are said to have been used to construct
two wings on a frame house approximately three

miles northeast of Centreville on Maryland Route 213,
The following description is based on the record
published by Forman. For more precise details sée

Forman, Tidewater Maryland Architecture and Gardens,

p. 73, 76, 89, 90.

Windsor was a relatively small brick house,
1 1/2 stories high, five bays wide and two rooms
deep, with one flush chimney at each end of the
pitched gable roof,

The principal entrance was centered on the
front facade, flanked by two 9/9 windows on each

side. Two 6/6 pitched roof dormers were located

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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7.1 DESCRIPTION

i S

on the second floor. The ;utlinefof a handsome barrel
vaulted entrance porch is clearly wvisible in Dr.
Forman's pﬁotographs, with one plain pilaster with an
__ ornately molded cap to the left of the door. Flemish
“bond brickwork is wvisible where the porch was removed.
The rest of the brickwork is obscured by whitewash.
The eaves on this facade were finished with a large,
__ -molded cornice with a Wall-of-Troy dentil course band
~below the soffit. The enfrance door had a transom
_..-and paneled jambs.
SR _: _ . On the right gable ﬁall; there was one window £d‘
the left of the chimney on the first floor and a péir
- -— 0f smaller windows flanking thg éhimney on the second
:wm~—~mr4floor.
————— - _Although no photographs have survived of the left
-————_ -gable or the rear facade, Forman's plan allows some
-description. A door was centered on the rear facade,
flanked by two windows to the right and one to the left.
On the gable wall, there was one door at the rear
and a single window toward the front on the first floor.
~Most likely there also were windbws in the upper gableﬁ
“flanking the chimney.
»r The interior plan was relatively unusual. The
front door opened into a large hall that was three

bays across and extended more than half the depth of
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7.2 DESCRIPTION

the house. To the rear of this hall was a separate

.stair hall, with the stair rising against the rear

facade wall to a landing against the gable wall, then

turning 180 degrees to rise to the second floor. To

the left of the front hall was a relatively large

,pérlor that shared a chimney stack with a smaller

dining room to the rear. A door in the gable wall

of the dining room evidently led to a detached or

separate kitchen.

Dr. Forman describes the interior as quite ornate.
There were mantels and overmantels in all four rooms,
and paneling on the hall fireplace rising to the

<ceiling. The remaining three rooms had wainscot

paneling up to window sill height. All four rooms
~had heavily molded cornices, including a dentil course

<cornice in the hall and a Wall-of-Troy cornice in the

stair hall.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 7 \

Before it was demolished, Windsor was one of
the finest small brick houses in the county. Dating
to the 18th century, Windsor was a relatively
unusual example of a story-and-a-half, double pile
house, similar to Bachelor's Hope (QA-224) and the
period two form of Stevens Adventure (QA-137).

The four room interior plan is virtually identical
to the plan of Morgan's Enclosure (QA-169) and the
reconstructed plan of Cloverfields (QA-269) ) 'both on’
Kent' Island. Otheryéériéfiohé:of %his'pighﬁtﬁpé”ﬁk
have been noted elsewhere in the county. Signifi-
cant decorative details included a Wall-of-Troy
cornice and the outline of a barrell vaulted
entrance porch, original mantels, overmantels,
wainscot paneling and a fully paneled chimney

breast.
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Orlando Ridout V, Historic Sites Surveyor o
ORGANIZATION DATE
Queen Anne's County Historical Society 10/26/81
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE
CITY OR TOWN T ~STATE
Centreville . Maryland

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was cfficially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in_the
Annotated Cocde of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 Ka,
1274 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN T0O: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438
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