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Joseph Quimby Farm 
Centreville vicinity 
Private 

early 19th century 

This small frame gambrel roof house began as a 
three bay, hall-parlor plan, and was later enlarged 
with the addition of a single room on each floor at 
the west gable end. An early frame kitchen wing on 
the south facade was demolished in recent years. 
Very little early fabric has survived, and the house 
is primarily significant ~s a representative example 
of the small gambrel roof house form that was widely 
built in this area in the 18th and the first half 
of the 19th century. 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Joseph Quimby Farm is located on the 

east side of Tanyard Road just south of White 

Marsh Road. The house is surrounded by open 

fields on the north side of Three Bridges Branch. 

The house was constructed in two stages. 

The original section is 1 1/2 stories high with a 

gambrel roof, three bays wide and one room deep. 

It was later enlarged one room to the west, simply 

extending the existing structure and roof line 

an additional two bays. A frame wing at one time 

projected from the south facade of the original 

section, but this was demolished during renova-

tions undertaken in recent years. At that time 

a new concrete block foundation was constructed 

under the building, and asphault shingle siding 

and an aluminum cornice were added. 

The principal facade faces north, toward 

White Marsh Road. There is a door near the center 

of the original section flanked by a single 6/6 

window on each side. Two shed roof 6/6 dormers 

are located above each first floor window. There 

are two 6/6 windows on this facade of the addition, 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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CONTINUATION SHEET 

7.1 DESCRIPTION 

shifted off-center toward the east. A single shed 

roof 6/6 dormer is centered on the second floor •. 

There are no openings or early detail on the east 

gable. A flush brick chimney rises at the center of , . 
this end of the house. The o~iginal fenestration on 

the rear or south facade has-been disrupted by the 

now demolished wing. An original door opening with 

modern door is located to right of center, with a 

modern kitchen window to the right and a single shed 

roof 6/6 dormer above the kitchen window. There are 

two 6/6 windows in the south wall of the early addition, 

and two 6/6 shed dormers. A circular depression in 

the ground near the east end of this facade appears 

to idenfity the location of an old well. On the west 

gable, there is a modern exterior door at the south 

corner, and a 6/6 window to the north. A single 6/6 

window is centered on the second floor. 

The interior of the original section has be€n 

opened up to form a single large room. A scar in the 

ceiling traces an early partition to the east of the 

front door on the north facade, indicating an original 

hall-parlor plan with the larger hall to the west. 

The chimney on the east gable wall has been boxed in 
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7.2 DESCRIPTION 
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and is now concealed by modern kitchen cabinets. An 

enclosed winder stair in the alcove to the left ~f the 

chimney leads to the second floor. No other early 

detail has survived. 

A patch in the floor of the west one room addition 

suggests the location of an original exterior chimney 

on the west gable of the hall-parlor house, or may have 

been a shared chimne·y built at the same time as the 

addition. A winder stair in the northeast corner of 

this room was presumably tucked into the alcove to 

the left of the chimney, ·but is now completely exposed. 

The second floor repeats the basic first floor 

plan, with two unequal sized chambers in the original 

section, and a single chamber in the west addition 

with a small bath and hall at the head of the stairs. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

This small frame gambrel roof house began 

as a three bay, hall-parlor plan, and was later 

enlarged with the addition of a single room on 

each floor at the west gable end. An early 

frame kitchen wing on the south facade was 

demolished in recent years. Very little early 

fabric has survived, and the house is primarily 

significant as a representative example of the 

small gambrel roof house form that was widely 

_RELIGION 

_SCIENCE 

_SCULPTURE 
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_THEATER 
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built in this area in the 18th and the first half 

of the 19th century. 
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Orlando Ridout V, Historic Sites Surveyor 
ORGANIZATION 

Queen Anne's County Historical Society 
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CITY OR TOWN 

Centreville 
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4/23/80 
TELEPHONE 
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Field Note Book QA-XI, Recorded August 24, 1979. 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
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QA-74 Joseph Quimby Farm 
Centreville vicinity 
Orlando Ridout V 1980 
Front facade from Northeast 





QA-74 Joseph Quimby Farm 
Centreville vicinity 
Orlando Ridout V 1980 
Rear facade from Southwest 






