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Northwest Point Farm 
Centreville vicinity 
private 

4th quarter 18th Century 

Northwest Point house is a rare survival of a 
small frame 1 1/2 story vernacular structure dating from 
the late 18th century. Its interior wqodwork is noteworthy 
for the period, possessing a naive classical overmantel. 
The location, overlooking a long stretch of the Chester 
River, is outstanding. Clearly, the builder of _this frame 
dwelling was influenced by design books of the period 
as well as location on the River. 
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STATE ' Zl.p code 
Delaware 19710 
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fl DESCRIPTION 

.,{XCELLENT 

-GOOD 

_FAlfl 

CONDITION 

_DETERIORATED 

_RUINS 

_ UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

_UNALTERED 

lo6\LTERED 

CHECK ONE 

~IGfNAL SITE 

_MOVED DATE __ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Northwest Point is located on the west side of 

Lands End Road on Wilmer Neck. Beside the brick 

house constructed in the 1930's, there is a late 

18th century frame 1 1/2 story dwelling with two­

story frame wing of later date. The old house is 

the one which is included in this survey. 

The old house is a five bay long, 1 1/2 story 

structure with shed dormers on both sides of the 

'A' roof. On the northwest side is a screened 

porch. On the northeast, set at right angles to 

the older part, is a two-st~ry, three bay structure 

which appears to be 20th century. The entire 

building is covered with weatherboard. Windows 

of the old section have 9/6 sash, whereas all 

others have 6/6, all with louvered blinds. The 

building stands upon a brick basement. Within 

each gable of the older part is a large brick 

chimney. 

Inside, the plan of the house is now two rooms 

with service and kitchen rooms in the wing. The 

original plan was a central stair hall flanked by 

two rooms, the stair remains in its original loca-

tion in the center of the house. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



CONTINUATION SHEET 

7.1 DESCRIPTION 

QA;..ao 

The living room, now with stair, has a protruding 

chimney breast flanked py two windows on the gable end. 

The composition of the chimney breast is quite handsome 

and appears to have been derived from an architectural 

source book. The mantel has crossetted trim with fretwork 

frieze of interlocking octagons and squares. Beneath the 

shelf is a row of tiny dentils. Above the mantel is a 

flush panel with applied molding forming a rectangle, 

around which is a larger ovolo molding with crossettes 

at the top and terminating in a scroll with carved 

rosette in the center. 

The room also has wide trim around the windows, 

chair rail and baseboard. The close-string stair has a 

paneled spandrel with basement door, rectangular balusters 

and square n~w~ls. It is similar to the Partnership 

stair, although on a smaller scale. The main door has 

panels on the exterior and vertical batten inside. In 

a corner adjacent the door is a· built-in cabinet which 

conceals the plumbing from upstairs •. 

The dining room has vertical beaded bpards over ~he 

fireplace. To the left of the fireplace is an unusual 

cupboard composed of a double door cupboard and a single 

door cupboard. This composition is similar to several houses 

in the Madison area of Dorchester County. The same type 

trim is also found in this room. 



CONTINUATION SHEET 

7.2 DESCRIPTION 

QA-80 

The second story is divided by board walls, parts of 

which are- original. The two principal rooms appear to 

have had chair rail originally. When the shed dormers 

were added, the new lengths of vertical boards were 

spliced at the chair rail. The wall at the head of the 

stairs, adjacent the bath, is probably original. The 

doors here are board and batten. 

There is a basement beneath the old part of the 

house, part with brick floor. As usual, there are 

arched chimney supports at the ends of the building, the 

east one having been rebuilt. 

Behind the house, to the northeast, is a small 

burying ground bearing the names of the Malloy and 

Gould families. 
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_LAW 

_LITERATURE 
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_MUSIC 
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_THEATER 

_TRANSPORTATION 

_OTHER !SPECIFY) 

SPECIFIC DATES BUILDER/ ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Northwest Point house is a rare survival of a 

small frame 1 1/2 story vernacular structure dating 

from the late 18th century. Its interior woodwork 

is noteworthy for the period, possessing a naive 

classical overmantel. The location, overlooking a 

long stretch of the Chester River, is outstanding. 

Clearly, the builder of this frame dwelling was 

influenced by design books of the period as well as 

location on the River. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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CONTJ.;NUE ON SE;E,>APJ\TE SHEET .If NECES.SMY 

lmGEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY--------

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME /TITLE 

Michael Bourne, Historical Sites Surveyor 
ORGANIZATION 

Queen Anne's County Historical Society 
STREET & NUMBER 

CITY OR TOWN 

Centreville 

DATE 

8/23/83 
TELEPHONE 

STATE 

Maryland 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe­
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
( 301) 267-1438 
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