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Pascal's Chance 
Centreville 
Private 

circa 1820-35, 
circa 1830-40 

Although Pascal's Chance is often mistaken for a 
colonial house, the original section of the building 
dates to circa 1820-35. It was enlarged soon thereafter, 
circa 1830-40, to form a more symmetrical five bay, 
center passage plan house. At the same time, a two 
story brick wing was constructed on the southeast end 
of the enlarged house. Early woodwork has survived from 
both the first and second periods of construction, 
including three mantels and most of the architrave trim. 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Pascal's Chance is located on the northeast bank 

of Corsica Creek overlooking Centreville Landing and 

the bridge to Spaniard's Neck. The house is sited 

on gently sloping land that runs down to the creek, 

with farm buildings to the east behind the house 

and yard. 

Pascal's Chance is a large brick house with 

flanking wings. It was constructed in three 

separate stages. The original house is 2 1/2 stories 

high, three~bays wide, and one room deep, with a 

single flush chimney centered on the northwest end 

of the pitched gable roof. This original section, 

probably constructed circa 1830-40, was enlarged 

soon thereafter by an additional two bays to the 

southeast, forming a five bay, center passage plan 

house. At this same time a two story brick wing 

was constructed, extending from the southeast gable 

wall of the two bay addition. The final period 

of construction entailed the construction of a 

smaller 1 1/2 story wing to the northwest in the 

20th century. 

The southwest facade of the original house, 

facing Corsica Creek, is three bays wide. The 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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door is located in the southeast bay and is unusually 

narrow, fitted with a one-light transom. There are 

two 6/6 windows to the left of the door, and·three 

6/6 windows ranged across the second story. The 

brickwork is laid in common bond and is un~sually 

rough~ It has been heavily painted over the years, 

and the roughness of the brickwork implies that it 

was· originally intended to be either painted or 

stuccoed, a popular practice in the second quarter 

of the 19th century. The roof is standing seam metal 

,above a corbeled three-course brick cornice. 

The lower portion of the northwest gable is covered 

by the 20th century wing. The only openings in this 

wall are a ·pair of small windows flanking the chimney 

in the upper gable. The brickwork is laid in rough 

common bond; the gable eaves are trimmed with two-piece 

rakeboards. 

The original three bay section of the northeast 

facade is similar to the southwest facade. The door 

is in the southeast bay with two 6/6 windows to the 

right, three 6/6 windows on the second floor, and a 

'Pair of cellar windows directly below the two first 

floor windows. The brickwork, cornice and roof match 

the south facade. The one story entrance porch, the 

front and the shutters are-all 20th century. 
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Later in the second quarter of the 19th century, 

the house·was enlarged two bays to the southeast to 

!orm a symmetrical five bay, center passage plan house. 

The seam for this addition is clearly visible to the 

southeast of the center bay on each facade. On the 

northeast facade, the period II addition consists of 

two 6/6 windows on both the fir_st and second story, 

with the brickwork, cornice and roof all identical to 

~the_ original house. On the southwest facade, there 

is a door in the southeast bay of the first story, 

with one 6/6 window to the left and two 6/6 windows 

on the second story. The southeast gable wall of 

the enlarged house is almost entirely covered by a 

two story brick wing constructed at the same time. 

The only opening.in this wall is a single small window 

to the left of the flush chimney in the upper gable. 

The two story wing was clearly constructed when 

the main house was enlarged, as· there is no seam in 

the brickwork where the two join. This wing is three 

bays long and one room deep. On the southeast facade, 

there is a door to right of center flanked by 6/6 

windows on the first story and three 6/6 windows 

ranged across the second story. The brickwork is 

common bond with a two-course corbeled cornice. The 

southeast gable wall of the wing has been partially 
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covere4 by a later kitchen addition. on the north 

:£acade, there is a·door in .the northwest bay with two 

6/6 windows· to the left and three 6/6 windows on the 

second floor. 

The interior now consists of a center passage plan 

with the early wing to the southeast and a modern wing 

to the northwest. The stair rises against the southeast 

vall of the passage to a landing against the southwest 

wall. It is an open-string stair with heavy turned 

newels, a walnut rail, and tapered balusters. The 

area below the carriage is paneled with modern 

paneling: a Victorian door opens into a closet under 

the stair. 

7n the northwest room, the fireplace has been 

rebuilt and a door has been added to the left, opening 

into the modern wing. The mantel in this room is a late 

Federal surround with molded pilasters flanking the 

opening below reeded sideblocks and center block and 

a heavily molded Federal shelf. The architrave trim 

is beaded,· with bullseye corner blocks. 

The room to the southeast of the passage dates 

to the second period of construction. The mantel in 

this room is typical of the 1830's, utilizing a mixture 

of. late.Federal and Greek Revival details. The 

architrave trim matches the stair ·passage and northwest 
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room; the chairrail and interior cornice are 20th 

century. 

The second floor also utilizes a center- p?ssage 

.plan with a small unheated chamber at the northeast 

-e_nd of the passage, now adc:ipted for a mode::-n bath. 

A simple board surround with an ogee/astragal back­

hand survives in the northwest room. The architravP 

trim matches the first story. 

The third floor now serves as an attic, with 

access via a fold-down ladder/stair. The third floor 

was at one ti!Tle partitioned to form a stair passr:tge 

and chambers. 

.The cellar is divided into two rooms, one below 

the originnl house and the other below thP period II 

addition. The joists in the original cellar are laid 

parallel to the gable walls and are whitewashed. 

A cellar stair under the passage has been block~d off. 

It is unclear if the chimney br:tse on the northwest 

gable wall h~d a cellar fireplace. The joists in 

the period II cellnr are laid parallel to the facade 

walls and nre also whitewashed. The chimney base in 

-this room consists of two brick piers supporting a 

heavy wood lintel. 

The early wing has been opened up into a single 

large room on the first floor with a modern brick 



CONTINUATION SHEET 

7.~· DESCRIPTION 

QA-63 

paved floor. The room has been paneled using early 

materials, including several circa 1830 cupboard doors 

·in the southeast wall. 
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Although Pascal's Chance is often mistaken for 

a colonial house, the original section of the 

building dates to circa 1820-35. It was enlarged 
1 

soon thereafter, circa 1830-40, to form a more 

symmetrical five bay, center passage plan house. 

At the same time, a two story brick wing was 

constructed on the southeast end of the enlarged 

house. Early woodwork has survived from both the 

first and second periods of construction, including 

three mantels and most of the architrave trim. 
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME I TITLE 

Orlando Ridout V Historic Sites Survevor 
ORGANIZATION DATE 

Queen Anne's County Historical Society 
STREET & NUMBER 

C!TY OR TOWN 

Centreville 

10/27/81 
TELEPHONE 

STATE 

Maryland 

Field Notebook QA-XX:II; Recorded December 14, 1981. 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 K.~, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe­
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
{301) 267-1438 
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Orlando Ridout V 1981 
View from Southwest 
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Pascal's Chance 
Centreville vicinity 
Orlando Ridout V 1981 
View from Northeast 






