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Temple Callahan Farm ' circa 1840-50,
Starr vicinity circa 1870-90
Private

s

The early brick house on the Temple Callahan Farm
was probably constructed circa 1840-50 and originally
had a 1 1/2 story frame wing. This early wing was
demolished in the post-Civil War pericd and replaced
with the existing two story frame wing. The interior
of the main house is distinguished by fine Greek Revival
woodwork that includes a handsome stair, four original
mantels, and a variety of unusual architrave trim. One
unusual feature is the blocked bulkhead cellar entrance,
which was centered on the west gable wall and opened
into the cellar through a large segmental arch in the
base of the west chimney. The wing is relatively plain
except for the pleasing two story porch set back under
the main roof on the south facade. A Greek Revival
mantel on the second floor was prchably salvaged from
the earlier wing.
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The Temple Callahan Farm is located on the
northeast corner of the intersection of Starr Road
and Rolling Branch Road, approximately 2 1/2 miles
northwest of Starr and 3 1/2 miles south of
Centreville.

The main house on the Callahan Farm is of
brick construction, 2 1/2 stories high, three-bays
wide, and one room deep, with flush brick chimneys
at each end of a pitched gable roof. A frame two
story, three bay wing with a pitched gable roof
projects from the east gable wall of the main house.
A two story porch extends across the south wall of
the wing, with the roof of the wing carried out
to include the porch. A small frame addition with
a pitched roof extends to the rear of the two story
wing, and a two story concrete block addition with
a shed roof now conceals the center bay of the
rear facade of the main house.

The principal facade of the main house faces
southwest toward the road. The entrance door is
located in the center bay, flanked by single 6/6

windows on either side. These first floor windows

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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7.1 DESCRIPTION

are relatively large and may originally have had 9/6
sash. There are three 6/6 windows on the second floor
and a large, 20th century pitched roof dormer with

6/6 sash in the center bay of the third story.

Splayed jack arches for two"ceilar windows are evident
protruding above the floor of the porch. These windows
are located directly below the first floor windows

and have been blocked by a one story shed roof porch
that protects all three bays on the first story but
does not extend the full length of the facade. The
front door has a handsome decorative transom and is
framed with paneled sidelights and jambs with flattened
Greek ogee panel molds. The first floor window
openings also have splayed jack arch lintels; the lintels
of the second story openings are hidden by the cornice.
The brickwork on this facade is Flemish bond above a
seven-course bond foundation; there is no water table
or belt course. The eaves are boxed in with a bold
crown mold that dominates the fascia and a smaller bed
mold applied to a wide frieze with banded molding below
a deep soffit. In general appearance this cornice
could be Greek Revival, but it is carried around each
corner to return on the gable, a feature generally

associated with the post-Civil War period. The roof
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is covered with asphault shingles.

A pair of six-light casement windows in the upper
gable are the only openings in the west gable wall.
These openings have segmentally arched lintels and
have small wood keystone blocks applied to the outside
frame. These blocks appear added but the cap molding
may be a Greek ogee/astragal, from the ground it is not
clear. The present sash probably replaces original

double hung sash. An arched opening in the center of

the foundation has been bricked up and is no longer

functional. This opening extended approximately two
feet above ground level and presumably marks the location
of the original cellar entrance. The brickwork on this
wall is laid in five-course bond above the middle of
the first story and in random common bond below that
point. The front and rear cornice returns at the
corners and is carried up the gable eaves, with a
handsomely scrolled verge board set in under the soffit.
The center bay of the rear facade is now concealed
by a modern, two story shed roof addition. There are
single, large 6/6 windows to east and west on the first
story and smaller 6/6 windows on the second story.
The west cellar window has been bricked up; the east
cellar window has been adapted for a modern cellar

entrance. The brickwork is laid in five- to six-course
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bond: the cornice and roof match the front facade.

The two story frame wing covers the majority of
the east gable wall, leaving the two six-light casement
windows exposed in the upper gable. The brickwork and
cofnice match the west gable wall,

The south facade of the two story wing is set back
approximately six feet from the front facade of the
main house, allowing room for a two story porch that
comes out flush with the main house and is included
under the roof of the wing. A small lobby entrance
extends out onfo the porch in the west bay of the first
floor, with two 6/6 windows to the east. A door in
the center bay of the second story opens onto the
upper porch, flanked by single 6/6 windows on each
side. The wing rests on a continuous brick foundation
and is covered with wood shingles. The eaves are
treated the same as the main house but lack the bed
mold and frieze. The porch is relatively plain, with
square posts and a diamond lattice balustrade on the
second story similar to the mid-19th century balustrade
on the Robinett House in Centreville. The brick gable
wall of the main house has been plastered on the west
end of the porch.

On the east gable wall of the wing, there is one

6/6 window in the north bay on the first floor and a
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smaller 4/4 window with segmentally arched sash directly
above on the second floor. A flush brick chimney is
centered on this gable. The front and rear cornice
returns at the corners and is carried up the gable
eaves. This cornice is identiéal to the cornice on

the main house except for the frieze board and a
different pattern verge board.

A one story rear addition covers the majority of
the rear facade of the two story wing. Two 6/6 windows
in the second story are the only openings on this facade.

The rear wing is 18 feet wide but extends only
7'-8" to the rear. It has a pitched gable roof set at
a right angle to the two story wing, with a door in the
east wall, a single 6/6 window at the east end of the
north gable wall, and one 6/6 window centered on the
west wall.

The interior of the main house consists of a center
passage plan with a relatively narrow stair passage.

The stair rises against the west wall of the passage

to an intermediate landing at the rear. It is an open-
string stair with a heavy, turned newel, a plain rail,
and handsome turned balusters. The stair ends are
decorated with particularly fine scrolled stair
brackets. Original trim in the passage includes the

rabbetted Greek Revival baseboard, and the decorative
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transom and Greek Revival paneled soffits and jambs
of the front door. The architrave trim on the interior
doors is of uncertain age. It consists of a beaded
fascia with a wide backband with an ogee profile that
flares at the base in a modified variation of the typicai
Italianate molding first used in this region in the
1850's. This architrave is used throughout the
passage and east room and appears to be original.
One feature of particular interest is the large transom
opening above each interior door on the first floor.
These are fitted with vertical wood bars and trimmed
with plain sawn boards, indicating that they are later
insertions. These transoms are virtually identical
to an inserted transom in the Brosius House (QA-158)
on South Liberty Street in Centreville.

In the west room, the fireplace is centered on
the west gable wall with an original, simple Greek
Revival mantel. Plain pilasters with molded caps frame
the opening and supbort a plain frieze and a heavy
shelf with a single band of trim below. The rabbetted
baseboard is capped by a flared ogee band of molding.
The splayed window openings have paneled soffits and
jambs with the same flattened Greek ogee panel molds

found on the front door openings. Both windows and
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the interior door are framed with Greek Revival architrave
trim. This consists of a fascia piece routed out to

form a center band beveled to a peak and flanked by

narrow trenches; turned bullseye blocks terminate the
corners. A band of flared ogee molding is carried across
a rabbeted sill piece below each window. An interior
crown mold cornice in this room is probably a 20th

century addition.

In the east room, the fireplace is centered on
the east gable wall with a door to the right opening
into the wing. The mantel in this room is identical
to the mantel in the west room. The windows in this
room have splayed jambs but are not paneled. The
architrave trim matches the trim in the passage; the
baseboard is rabbetted. The door to the wing is
trimmed with the same architrave trim and is presumed
to be original.

The second floor plan is identical to the first
floor. The stair continues up to the third floor,
with a plain band of trim replacing the scrolled
stair brackets. The doors and windows in the hall are
framed with plain beaded boards with beveled surfaces.

There is a very small fireplace to left of center
on the west wall of the west chamber, fitted with a

diminutive Greek Revival mantel similar to the first
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floor mantels. The windows do not have splayed or

' paneled jambs. Both windows and the door are trimmed
with an architrave similar to the trim in the first
floor west room but with a concave center molding.

In the east foom, a small fireplace with a Greek
mantel is offset to left of center on the east gable
wall. A door has been cut into the alcove to the left
of the fireplace, allowing access to the second floor
of the wing. The windows in this room have beaded
architrave trim with a flattened Greek ogee backband.

The second floor plan is.repeated on the third
floor, with the center stair hall flanked by sleeping
chambers on each side. All three rooms are plastered
and trimmed with plain trim and beaded batten doors.
There is no access point to the roof or to the eaves.

The cellar is divided into two rooms by a brick
partition under the east wall of the first floor
passage. The original exterior bulkhead cellar entrance
was centered on the west gable wall and passed through
the center relieving arch of the west chimney base.
The east chimney base has a much smaller relieving arch.
The ceiling joists average 4 inches by 8 inches and
are set parallel with the gable walls. They are
somewhat unusual in that they are roughly hewn on all

three exposed faces rather than being hewn and pit-sawn
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They are also reinforced with heavy pieces of bridging
nailed with machine nails. These generally first appear
circa 1850 and are presumed to be original. The floor
in both rooms is paved with brick.

The first floor of the wing consists of a single
large room to the east with an enclosed winder stair
in the northwest corner and a short hall leading to
the main house to the southwest. This hall projects
out onto the front porch forming a small lobby entrance
on the porch. This somewhat awkward relationship of
the wing to the original gable door in the main house
reinforces the stylistic evidence that the wing is
later. By examining the attic of the wing it is
possible to confirm that the present wing replaces
an earlier wing. While the roof of the present wing
is constructed with pegged mortise-and-tenon joints,
the gable wall of the main house shows evidence of
whitewash, and the mortar Jjoints of the gable wall
have been raked out where flashing was let in for an
earlier wing. These raked out sections form a clear
outline of a steeply pitched gable roof slightly lower
and smaller than the existing roof. Based on this
evidence, it would appear that the early wing was
demolished and replaced circa 1870-90.

The first floor of the wing serves as the kitchen,
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with a fireplace on the east gable wall. This fireplace
has a simple shelf dating to the latter half of the

19th century. On the second floor, there is one

large sleeping chamber with a fireplace on the east
gable wall. The Greek Revival mantel on this fireplace
was probably salvaged from the earlier wing.

The frame addition to the rear of the wing is
divided into a lobby/store room and a pantry. The
modern addition to the rear of the main house consists
of one unused room én the first floor and a modern

bath on the second floor.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The early brick house on the Temple Callahan
Farm was probably constructed circa 1840-50 and
originally had a 1 1/2 story frame wing. This early
wing was demolished in the post-Civil War period
and replaced with the existing two story frame
wing. The interior of the main house is distinguished
by fine Greek Revival woodwork that includes a
handsome stair, four original mantels, and a variety
of unusual architrave trim. One unusual feature
is the blocked bulkhead cellar entrance, which was
centered on the west gable wall and opened into the
cellar through a large segmental arch in the base
of the west chimney. The wing is relatively plain
except for the pleasing two story porch set back
under the main roof on the south facade. A Greek
Revival mantel on the second floor was probably

salvaged from the earlier wing.
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Temple Callahan Farm
Starr Road
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Orlando Ridout Vv 1981
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