
S-159 
John C. White House 
Near Upper Fairmount 
Private 

c. 1850-1860 

Standing within a few yards of the Manokin River is this large two-story 

frame house, which dates to the mid-19th century. The simply detailed square 

house rests on a high brick basement and is trimmed with corner pilasters. 

Despite the c. 1860 date for this dwelling, the property was previously 

used as a commercial property for several decades. In July of 1821 Littleton 

D. Maddox and Henry Maddox are recorded as the grantors of a half-acre of 

Maddox's Island, commonly known as the "warehouse lot." In 1865, John C. White 

and Tubman S. Parks bought the Maddox Island property from George and Sophronia 

A. Landon. John C. White is listed on the county Atlas patron list as a sailor 

from Richmond, Virginia, who settled in Somerset County around 1859. 



Survey No. S-159 

Maryland Historical Trust Magi No. 200159 5504 

State Historic Sites Inventory Form DOE _yes no 

1. Name (indicate preferred name) 

historic John C. White House 

and/or common Catlin Property 

2. Location 

street & number Maddox Island Road 

city, town Upper Fairmount 

state Maryland 

3. Classification 
Category 
__ district~ 
~ buildlng(s) 
__ structure 
_site 
_object 

Ownership 
_public 
~private 
_both 
Public Acquisition 
_in process 
_ being considered 
~not applicable 

~ vicinity of congressional district 

county Somerset 

Status 
_x__ occupied 
_ unoccupied 
_ work in progress 
Accessible 
_x_ yes: restricted 
_yes: unrestricted 
_no 

Present Use 
_ agriculture 
___x_ commercial 
_ educational 
_ entertainment 
_ government 
_ industrial 
_military 

_not for publication 

_museum 
_park 
~ private residence 
_religious 
_ scientific 
_ transportation 
_other: 

4. Owner of Property (give names and mailing addresses of ~ owners) 

name Viola Meredith 

street & number telephone no. : 

city, town Upper Fairmount state and zip code Maryland 21867 

5. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Somerset County Register of Deeds liber s. r p i?? 

street & number Somerset County Courthouse folio 45"0 

city, town Princess Anne, state Maryland 21853 

&. Representation in Existing Historical surveys 

title 

date _federal _state _county __ local 

posltory for survey records 

city, town state 



7. Description 

Condition 
__ excellent 
~good 

__ fair 

__ deteriorated 
__ ruins 
__ unexposed 

Check one 
__ unaltered 
----1L altered 

Check one 
~ original site 
__ moved date of move 

Survey No. S-159 

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its 
various elements as it exists today. 

The "John C. White House" stands on Maddox Island within twenty yards of the 
south shore of the Manokin River. Facing in a northeasterly direction, the roof 
follows a northwest to southeast axis. The nearest town is Upper Fairmount. 

The large two-story, mortise and tenon frame is three bays across by two rooms 
deep. Resting on a high common bond brick foundation, the weatherboarded frame is 
covered by a medium sloped asphalt shingle roof. 

The northeast (water) facade has a center entrance whit~ is covered by a one bay 
gabled porch. The heavily molded four-panel door is surrounied by a four-light tran
som and single pane sidelights. Two over two sash occupy the remaining openings on 
the first and second floors. Each window has louvered shutters. The raised basement 
is pierced by diamond cross-sectioned bar windows. Corner pilasters define each corner 
and visually support a simple box cornice with extended eaves. 

The southeast gable end has an exterior brick chimney which was added after the 
two interior brick stacks were removed. 

Access to the brick paved cellar is provided on the northwest wall and reveals 
whitewashed floor joists, and a pair of corner supports are located against the 
northwest end wall. 

The interior of the house, not seen at the initial visit, was described as 
partially remodeled by the present owner. 



8. Significance Survey No. S-159 

Period Areas of Significance-Check and justify below 
__ prehistoric 
_ 1400-1499 

__ archeology-prehistoric __ community planning __ landscape architecture __ religion 
__ archeology-historic __ conservation __ law __ science 

. 1500-1599 
- _ 1~1699 
_170~1799 

~ 180~1899 
_190~ 

__ agriculture __ economics __ literature __ sculpture 
~ architecture __ education __ military __ social/ 
__ art __ engineering __ music humanitarian 
~ commerce __ exploration/settlement __ philosophy __ theater 
__ communications __ industry __ politics/government __ transportation 

__ invention __ other (specify) 

Specific dates Builder/ Architect 

check: Applicable Criteria: A B C D 
and/or 

Applicable Exception: A B C D E F G 

Level of Significance: national state local 

Prepare both a sununary paragraph of significance and a general statement of history and 
support. 

John c. White 1877 (Sailor) 

2 acres - From Richmond, Virginia - Settled in 1859 

Oyster House located on point 

Standing within twenty yards of the Manokin River is this large two-story 
frame house which dates to the mid-19th century. The simply detailed square 
house rests on a high brick basement and is trimmed with corner pilasters. The 
front door is located on the water facade. Despite the c. 1860 date of this 
house, the land is described in earlier deeds as the "ware..Jiouse lot" on 
Maddox's Island. (JD 6/529) 

In 1865, John C. White and Tubman S. Parks bought the Maddox Island pro
perty from George and Sophronia A. Landon. (LW 9/403) John C. White is listed 
on the County atlas patron list as a sailor from Richmond, Virginia, who settled 
in Somerset County around 1859. In addition to the dwelling, an oyster house 
was located on the property in 1877. 



9. Major Bibliographical References Survey No. 5-!5C/ 

1 o. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property ________ _ 

Quadrangle name --=M=o'-"'n=i=e ____ _ 1:24000 Quadrangle scale ______ _ 

UTM References do NOT complete UTM references 

AL.Ll I I I I I I I I I B LU ~I .......,I "'--' ---.....i.....;il I I I I 
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting · Northing 

cliJ I._._~---~' !.___.__.__..____ ...... ~ oLJJ l.___._l...._--.-1 ~I ~.J-4........,,,_ 
F LJ.j !'--'-I ....&.......<......_.......,. E Li.J I I I.__.__.__.'-'-.......... .... 

GL.i.J I I ~I_...........~-..... ........ H LiJ .__I ..... I .......___...... .......... 
Verbal boundary description and justification 

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

state code county code 

state code county code 

11. Form Prepared By 

name/title Paul Touart - Architectural Historian 

organization Somerset County Historical Trust date 10/5/83 

street & number 424 North Somerset Avenue telephone 65 1-1094 (Home) 

city or town Princess Anne, state Maryland 21853 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by 
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated 
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement. 

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and 
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of 
individual property rights. 

return to: Maryland Historical Trust 
Shaw House 
21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 269-2438 

PS-2746 
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CHAIN OF TITLE 

S.F.D 53/450 

March 18 , I 9 I 0 

LW 17/558 

2/2/1878 

LW 9/402 

I 1/7I1865 

LW 8/255 

John C. White House 

s- t'i'l 

William R. Landon and Virginia L. 

to 

William F. Catlin and Clara B., Viola Meredith 

2 acres -

John C. White 
Westly A. White 

to 

William R. Landon 

George H. Landon 
Sophronia A. Landon 

to 

John C. White 
Tubman S. Parks 

$1,300- "all that lot or parcel of ground situatE: 
in Somerset County called Maddox Island adjoining 
lands of H. S. Maddox" 

Jesse B. Fitzgerald 
Sally Fitzgerald 

to 

Sophronia A. Landon 

Maddox's Island - described in particular in a 
deed from William S. Dix, trustee to Julia Colbe~: 
dated 11/17/1857 decree of circuit court in the 
case of Jesse B. Fitzgerald vs. William S. Dix, 
Julia Colbert, admin. of Whittington W. Colbert 



-

-

JD 6/529 

7/6/1821 

Littleton D. Maddox 
Henry Maddox 

to 

Jesse B. Fitzgerald 

S-f5~ 

$950.00 half acre of land on Maddox's Island 
called the ware house lot. 

2 



N 

lverness 





John C. White House S-159 
Near Upper Fairmount, Somerset County 
South Elevation 
10/83 Paul Touart 
Neg./Md. Historical Trust 





John C. White House S-159 
Near Upper Fairmount, Somerset County 
East Elevation 
10/83 Paul Touart 
Neg . /Md . Historical Trust 





John C. White House S-159 
Near Upper Fairmount, Somerset County 
North Elevation 
10/83 Paul Touart 
Neg./Md. Historical Trust 





John C. White House 
Near Upper Fairmount, Somerset County 
South Elevation 
10/83 Paul Touart 
Neg./Md . Historical Trust 

S-159 





John C. White House S-159 
Near Upper Fairmount , Somerset County 
Front Door - North Elevation 
10/83 Paul Touart 
Neg . /Md. Historical Trust 





John C. White House S-159 
Upper Fairmount vicinity , Somerset Co, . MD . 
South elevation 
10/83 , Paul Touart, Photographer 
Neg . / Md Hist . Trust 


