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Long-standing t r ad i t ions in Princess Anne have held tha t an ord inary or a 

t ave rn has operated a t t h i s location since the ea r l i e s t years of town his tory. The 

oldest deed associated with t h i s s i t e , known as Lot 15, i s dated, October 2, 1751, 

when John Bell purchased both Lot 15 and Lot 16 for forty sh i l l ings . The following 

March, John Bell sold Lot 15 to Henry Waggaman for seventy-four pounds. I t i s 

c lear t h a t John Bell had improved the lot to some degree for the 1752 deed s t a t e s , 

" . . . w h i c h the aforesaid John Bell now dwelleth and possese th . . . " However, no one 

can say what type or of what use the buildings were to him, other than a dwelling, 

^enry Waggaman did not own Lot 15 very long for in 1755 Waggaman sold the 

proper ty to John Done for one-hundred and twenty pounds. Under Done family 

ownership, da t ing between 1755 and 1797, i t appears a tavern was operating by 

1780 under a lease to Zadock Long, who purchased Lot 15 and i t s improvements in 

June of 1797. The Federal Assessment of 1798 provides a valuable reference t h a t 

de ta i l s t h e appearance of the t ave rn property a t the t ime. The assessment l i s t s , 

1 Dwell ing House 50 by 25 f ee t , wood, one s t o r y , in good 
r e p a i r , 1 Cook house 20 by 16 feet, s tudy 18 by 12 feet, 1 
Bylard house 26 by 18 feet , wood, two story not finished, 1 
s tab le 30 by 28 feet, 1 milk house 10 feet squa re . 

This description of Lot 15 offers severa l important ins ights about the bui lding 

history of the s i t e . The s ingle-s tory fifty by twenty-five foot "Dwelling House" was 

undoubtedly the or ig ina l s t ruc tu re on the lot , perhaps the improvements erected by 

John Bell a t mid century . Not uncommon for the period was the detached twenty 

by sixteen-foot "Cook house" and the ten-foot square milk house. Most important i s 

t he en t ry descr ibing a two-story b i l l i a rd house twenty-s ix feet long by eighteen feet 

deep t h a t was s t i l l under construction a t the time of the assessment. Evidently, 
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Zadock Long financed the construction of the northern portion of the cur ren t hotel 

shor t ly after he purchased the lo t from John Done. The northern half of the hotel 

i s app ropr i a t e ly finished with Federal s tyle woodwork and assembled with wrought-

i ron n a i l s . The th i r ty- foot by twenty-eight foot s tab le was a common improvement 

for a t a v e r n property and the eighteen-foot by twelve-foot study must have stood 

independent ly a s well. 

. , \ - ^ • • • ' . 

Zadock Long continued to own the t ave rn un t i l his death i n 1838, when the 

proper ty passed to his son, Edward H. C. Long. After Zadock's death in February , 

Edward proceeded to rework the t ave rn with the replacement of the old Bell house. 

In p lace of the s to ry -and-a -ha l f e ighteenth-century dwelling, a two-and-a-ha l f story 

^addition was erected which followed the roofline establ ished by t h e 1797 s t ruc ture . 

When the 1838 addit ion was at tached to the b i l l i a rd house, the old gable end a t t ic 

windows and exter ior weatherboards were covered over, and they s t i l l remain 

exposed within the a t t i c . 

Soon after the improvements were completed, Edward Long advert ised the 

t ave rn i n the Somerset Herald on August 13, 1839, 

The Subscriber offers for Lease . . .His Valuable TAVERN 
Establishment with i t s recent and extensive improvements, 
s i tua ted in the centre of Princess-Anne and adjacent bo 
the Court House and Public Offices, in Somerset County. 
The main bui lding and outhouses a r e in complete order, 
having been t h i s pas t year rebu i l t and repa i red , and will 
be found equa l , if not superior to any on the Eastern 
Shore. 

The si te of the present bui ldings has been occupied and 
known as a Tavern Establishment for more than seventy yea r s 
and i t i s bel ieved, t h a t to an enterpr is ing and efficient 
Innkeeper pecul iar faci l i t ies a re now presented to justify 
the investment of c a p i t a l . 

Edward Long 
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Edward and his wife, Aurelia, transferred the hotel to Henry E. L. Morris in 

February of 1856, but the Morris 's ownership was shor t - l ived . Although the 

Morrisfs owned the property for slightly less than two years, they made long-lasting 

changes. I t appears from the records that Henry and his, wife, Margaret, were the 

first to name the hotel after George Washington, and they were also responsible for 

erecting the single-story brick stable that remains behind the main building. In 

April of 1869, the hotel property was purchased by William P. Rider, innkeeper, 

who managed the establishment for most of the following twenty-eight years. Most 

r ecen t ly , the Washington Hotel has been managed by the Murphy family, who 

purchased i t in 1956. 



'STATE MARYLAND 
COUNTY Somerset 
TOWN Princess Anne VICINITY 
STREETNO Somerset Avenue S-18 

ORIGINAL OWNER J u d g e John Dome 

ORIGINAL USE dwelling 

PRESENT OWNER Washingtong H o t e l 
PRESENT USE Hotel 
WALL CONSTRUCTION Clapboard 
NO. OF STORIES 2 1/2 

HISTORIC AMERICAN BUILDINGS 

INVENTORY 

2. NAME Washington Hotel 

DATE OR PERIOD 1744-1775 
STYLE Colonial 

ARCHITECT 
BUILDER 

3. FOR LIBRARY OF CONGRESS USE 

4. NOTABLE FEATURES. HISTORICAL SIGMIFICANCE AND DESCRIPTION OPEN TO PUBLIC 
Yes 

fhis :̂i storey colonial structure with its steeply pitched 
A-roof was originally the private home of Judge John Do|f e. He 
leased it to Zadock Long who opeied it os a tavern and it has been 
oi.e ever since. The building is o bays long with 2 doors on the 
front. The first storey windows are 9/u, the second storey ones are 
o/o. There are twiii exterior ciiimneys on the right end of the 
buildinj. There are 4 uorners on the roof. n c. 1880 porch nuns 
.lie length of the building at the first storey level. There is 
a 2 bay 3 storey flat ("oofed Itaiianate tower addition c. 13̂ +0 at 
tlie left of the main building. 

The interior of the v/ashington hotel preserves (jiuch of its 
old panelling and its separate ladies'and gent I euien's staircases. 
It has ifiuch old furniture including some very interesting Victorian 
pieces. 

.An old sheepskin ledger is preserved and this keeps the 
accounts of the early days of the hotel. 

The Washington Hotel is still in use and is well-maintained. 
Its Victorian addition^nd alterations only i.iake it a more pleasing 
structure. 

5. PHYSICAL CONDITION OF STRUCTURE Endang.r.d Interior E X far I or 

t x c e I I e n t 

6. LOCATION M*P (P'on Optional) 7. PHOTOGRAPH 

3. PUBLISHED SOURCES fAu«*»'. Titl; Paget) 

INTERVIEWS, RECORDS, PHOTOS, ETC. 

9- NAME, ADDRESS AND TITLE OF RECORDER 

I ' a u l A . S r i n k i i i a n l / 8 / o 7 

DATE OF RECORD 



S-18 
Washington Hotel 
11784 Somerset Avenue (MD 675), Princess Anne 
Lake, Griffing & Stevenson (1877) Atlas of Wicomico, Worcester, & Somerset Counties, Maryland. 
Princess Anne detail 
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Washington Hotel 
11784 Somerset Avenue (MD 675), Princess Anne 
Sanborn Maps 

1894, Sheet 1 

1940, Sheet 3 
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Washington Hotel 
11784 Somerset Avenue (MD 675), Princess Anne 
Princess Anne quad 1972 

Tax Map 202, P. 142 National Web Map Service 6" Orthophoto Map, c. 2010 






