
S-469 
Theodore Waters House 
Lower Hill 
Private 

c. 1900 

The Theodore Waters house stands on the south side of a dirt road known as Davy 

Lane, named in an effort to recognize a former nineteenth century landowner, Captain 

George Davy. Captain Davy owned a large portion of the land surrounding the Lower 

Hill community during the second half of the nineteenth century and his name is found 

in several locations on the Lake, Griffing, and Stevenson Atlas (1877). The 

architectural features of this two-story frame dwelling place its construction during the 

late years of the nineteenth century or first decade of the twentieth century. For much 

of the twentieth century this property has been owned by the Waters family, first 

purchased in 1903 by Graham Waters. Two long-time resident owners include Moody 

S. Waters and his wife Elsie, who owned the property between 1906 and 1949 and 

Theodore and Beulah Waters, who acquired the house and lot in December 1949. 
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HISTORIC CONTEXT INFORMATION 

Theodore Waters House 

MHT Inventory Number: 27359 Davy Lane 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

S-469 

MARYLAND COMPREHENSIVE HISTORIC PRESERVATION PLAN DATA: 

I) Historic Period Theme(s): Architecture 

2) Geographic Orientation: Eastern Shore 

3) Chronological/Development Period(s): 

Industrial/Urban Dominance 
1870-1930 

4) Resource Type(s): 
Single-family dwelling 
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Survey No. 
S-469 

• • MARYLAND INVE\'fiORY OF 
Maryland H1stor1cal Trust tJiSI,"'=''" p::".r::=-CJT:~s 

Magi No. 

State Historic Sites Inventory Form'" · 0 

" - -" , _ 
DOE _yes no 

1. Name (indicate pref erred name} 

historic MOODY S. WATERS HOUSE 

and/or common THEODORE WATERS HOUSE 

2. Location 

street & number 27359 DAvy Lane 

city, town Lower Hill 

state Maryland 

3. Classification 
Category 
__ district 
_K.._ building(s) 
__ structure 
__ site 
_object 

Ownership 
__ public 
--2L private 
_both 
Public Acquisition 
__ in process 
__ being considered 
~not applicable 

__ vicinity of 

county 

Status 
~occupied 

__ unoccupied 
__ work in progress 
Accessible 
~yes: restricted 
_ yes: unrestricted 
__ no 

congressional district 

Somerset 

Present Use 
__ agriculture 
__ commercial 
__ educational 
__ entertainment 
__ government 
__ industrial 
__ military 

__ not for publication 

First 

__ museum 
__ park 
__x_ private residence 
__ religious 
__ scientific 
__ transportation 
__ other: 

4. Owner of Property (give names and mailing addresses of ~ owners) 

name Theodore and Beulah Waters % Diane Palmer 

street & number 8 0 0 Hanson Street telephone no. : 

city, town Salisbury state and zip code MD 21801-6212 

5. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Somerset County Clerk of Court liber 14 8 

street & number Somerset County Clerk of Court folio 5 9 3 

city, town Princess Anne state MD 21853 

&. Representation in Existing Historical surveys 

title 

date __ federal __ state __ county __ local 

pository for survey records 

city, town state 



7. Description 

Condition 
_excellent 
_x__ good 
_fair 

Check one 
_ deteriorated _ unaltered 
_ ruins _JL__ altered 
_unexposed 

Check one 
_x_ original site 
_moved date of move 

Survey No. S - 4 6 9 

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its 
various elements as it exists today. 

The Theodore Waters house, historically known as the Moody S. Waters house, is 
located on the south side of Davy Lane in the community of Lower Hill, Somerset 
County, Maryland. The two-story, two-bay frame house faces north with the gable roof 
oriented on an east/west axis. 

Dating around 1890-1900, the two-story, two-bay side hall/parlor frame 
dwelling is supported on a low brick pier foundation covered with sheet metal. The 
exterior is clad with vinyl siding, and the steeply pitched roof is sheathed with asphalt 
shingles. Attached to the back of the front block is a two-story, two-bay kitchen wing. 

The north (main) facade is a two-bay elevation with a side entrance and flanking 
two-over-two sash window. An enclosed shed roof front porch shelters the first floor. 
The second floor is lighted by a pair of two-over-two sash windows. The base of the 
roof is finished with an extended eave and sloped soffits. 

The east and west gable ends are defined by a single two-over-two sash window 
on each floor, and the gable end is finished with an extended eave. 

The south (rear) wall of the main block is largely covered by a two-story, two­
bay service wing that is extended on its west side by a single-story shed roofed addition: 
The east side of the kitchen wing is marked by side entrance and a two-over-two sash 
window. Rising through the gable end is an interior end concrete block stove chimney. 

The interior was not seen. 



8. Significance Survey No . S - 4 6 9 

Period 
_ prehistoric 
- - 140(}-1499 

150(}-1599 
- 160<>-1699 
- 170<>-1799 
-X- 180(}-1899 
_ 190<>-

Specific dates 

i~reas of Significance-Check and justify below 
__ archeology-prehistoric _community planning _landscape architecture_ religion 
__ archeology-historic _ conservation _ law _ science 
__ agriculture _ economics _ literature _ sculpture 
_.1L architecture _ education _ military __ social/ 
__ art _ engineering _ music humanitarian 
__ commerce _ exploration/settlement _ philosophy _ theater 
__ communications _ industry _ politics/government _ transportation 

_ invention _ other (specify) 

Builder/ Architect 

check: Applicable Criteria: 
and/or 

A B xc D 

Applicable Exception: A B C D E F G 

Level of Significance: national state Xlocal 

Prepare both a sununary paragraph of significance and a general statement of history and 
support. 

The Theodore Waters house stands on the south side of a dirt road known as Davy 
Lane, named in an effort to recognize a former nineteenth century landowner, Captain 
George Davy. Captain Davy owned a large portion of the land surrounding the Lower 
Hill community. The architectural features of this two-story frame dwelling place its 
construction during the late years of the nineteenth century or first decade of the 
twentieth century. For much of the twentieth century this property has been owned by 
the Waters family, first purchased in 1903 by Graham Waters.(Somerset County Land 
Record, OTB 37/200) Two long-time resident owners include Moody S. Waters and 
his wife Elsie, who owned the property between 1906 and 1949 and Theodore and 
Beulah Waters, who acquired the house and lot in December 1949.(Somerset County 
Land Record, 148/593) 



9. Major Bibliographical References Survey No. S - 4 6 9 

1 O. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property _________ _ 

Quadrangle name _______ _ Quadrangle scale _______ _ 

UTM References do NOT complete UTM references 

AL.i.J l l 1 I l l I I I l 8 W l I 1 I l I I I I I 
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing 

cLJ..J ~l_.___._.___._I I...._.___.__..__ ___ _ 
oLLJ '~~'~ .......... ~' ~' ---------

E L..i_J I I .._I ......._.___.__ ....... _ F LU I I I .._I ............. __.___....._. 
G LU I I I..__.,__._.__ ....... _ HLL.J I I 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

state code county code 

state code county code 

11 . Form Prepared By 

name/title Paul B. Touart, Architectural Historian 

organization P r iv at e Con s u l t ant date 6/ 14/95 

street & number P · 0 · Box 5 telephone 410-651-1094 

city or town Westover state Maryland 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by 
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated 
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement. 

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and 
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of 
individual property rights. 

2 l 8 7 I 

return to: Maryland Historical Trust 
Shaw House 

~AARYLANG t-;;sTOR~CAL TRUSi 

21 State Circl_e, 
Annapolis,_,,Maryland 21401 
(301) 269-2438 

PS-2746 



S-469 
THEODORE WATERS HOUSE 
27359 Davy Lane 
Lower Hill, Somerset County, Maryland 
Chain of title 

148/593 

12/17/1949 

94/367 

7/ 16/ 1927 

SFD 57/362 

6/11/1906 

OTB 37/200 

12/10/1903 

HFL 10/235 

2/ IS/ 1892 

Elsie Waters, widow 

to 

Theodore Waters 
Beulah Waters 

Ii acre 

Moody S. Waters 
Elsie Waters 

to 

L. Creston Beauchamp 

Ii acre adjoinirg the lands of Banks Waters, 
the Colored School and Levin Waters 

Graham Waters 

to 

Moody S. Waters 

Joseph Muir 

to 

Graham Waters 

John Hall 
Martha E. Hall 

to 
Joseph Muir 
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S-469 
THEODORE WATERS HOUSE 
27359 Davy Lane 
Lower Hill, Somerset County, MD 

Somerset County Tax Map 48 
Parcel 43 
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VPPER :r AiiMotrn~ :eusm:iss nFEi 
· ENCES. 
MILES, A VERY & CO., Fruit and Vegetable 

~a~kers.' and Dealers in General Merchandise, con. 
s1sting m part of a full and complete stock of Dry 
Goods, Groceries, Hardware, Hats Caps Boots 
Shoes, Fano/ Articles, Ready-~de c'Iothing 1 

c:otbs, ~assuneres, Shirts, Collars, Bows, Ties: 
Gwves, Suspenders, and other articles to complete 
a gentleman's dress for all seasons of the year 
Also, Patent Medicines Toilet Articles So,a ~ 
Brushes, Perfumery, Garden Seeds, &.c. A1 full ~J 
c':1mplete sto~k always on hand. Don't forget the 
place, and grve them a call. 

W. !'J.· FORD & BRO., Oyster Packers and Dealen 
In Dry Goods, Groceries, Notions Boots Shoes 
Hats, Ca~, Hardware, and Gener,;,} Merchandise: 
Lower Famnou!lt. 

Dr. B. S. MILES, Physician and Surgeon, 
B, X. GREEN, Dealer in General Merchand;... 

such as Dry Goods, Groceries, Hardware Queens.: 
w~re. Hats, &ots, Shoes, Notions, and ~l goods 
suitable for a first-class country store Westo 

W. ~- L<?~G, Dealer in Hardware, Tinware, G:;e­
nes, Notions, &c. Store near \Vestovcr Md. 

_l'OSEPH GILPIN otfen a fine farm of 410 acres 
for sale. 'Vestover. 
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S-469 
THEODORE WATERS HOUSE 
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MARION QUADRAT 
MARYLAND-SOMERS 

7.5 MINUTE SERIES ORTHOPHOTOI 

2 

THEODORE WATERS HOUSE 
Lower Hill, Somerset County, MD 

Marion, Maryland Quadrangle 
1972 
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