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William Price House 

 

Architectural Survey File 

This is the architectural survey file for this MIHP record. The survey file is organized reverse-

chronological (that is, with the latest material on top). It contains all MIHP inventory forms, National 

Register nomination forms, determinations of eligibility (DOE) forms, and accompanying documentation 

such as photographs and maps. 

Users should be aware that additional undigitized material about this property may be found in on-site 

architectural reports, copies of HABS/HAER or other documentation, drawings, and the “vertical files” at 

the MHT Library in Crownsville. The vertical files may include newspaper clippings, field notes, draft 

versions of forms and architectural reports, photographs, maps, and drawings. Researchers who need a 

thorough understanding of this property should plan to visit the MHT Library as part of their research 

project; look at the MHT web site (mht.maryland.gov) for details about how to make an appointment. 

All material is property of the Maryland Historical Trust. 
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In November of 1837, William Wallace sold parts of three tracts to 

william Price of Dorchester County. Included in the deed was part of 

a tract called, "Graves End," part of "Barbadoes," and part of "Self 

Preservation" (01B 21/380). During the following few months William 

Price financed the construction of this two-story, transverse hall dwell-

ing finished in late Federal/Greek Revival taste. William Price continued 

to reside in the house until the time of his death, but in 1883, William 

Price transferred ownership of his property to Addie W. and L. May Bradshaw 

:o reconcile debts (BFL 5/534). After William Price's death around 1885, 

the property passed from the Bradshaws to William Damerel in 1887 (HFL 4/661). 

After the turn of the century Barnie G. Shores owned the parcel until 1937, 

and afterwards the house was owned by Eddie and Edith Shores until 1972. 

lhe William Price house is a modest example of the Federal/Greek 

Revival style dwellings found throughout Somerset County. Dating from 

~he 1830s, this transverse hall house is one of the oldest dwellings to 

remain standing in the Wenona vicinity. lhe Palladian window that pierces 

rhe gable front pediment is an unusual feature not shared by other houses 

of the same form. 



Maryland Historical Trust 
State Historic Sites Inventory Form 

1. Name (indicate preferred name) 

historic William Price House 

and/or common 

2. Location 

street & number End of dirt lane east of MD 363 

city, town Wenona 

state Maryland 

3. Classification 
Category 
__ district 
_x_ building(s) 
If- structure 

_,i\)_ site 
-- _object 

Ownership 
__ public 
_x_ private 
_both 
Public Acquisition 
__ in process 
__ being considered 
~not applicable 

__x_ vicinity of 

county 

Status 
___x._ occupied 
__ unoccupied 
__ work in progress 
Accessible 
__x_ yes: restricted 
__ yes: unrestricted 
__ no 

Survey No. S-47 

Magi No. 2000475404 

DOE _yes no 

__ not for publication 

congressional district First 

Somerset 

Present Use 
__ agriculture 
__ commercial 
__ educational 
__ entertainment 
__ government 
__ industrial 
__ military 

__ museum 
__ park 
_x_ private residence 
__ religious 
__ scientific 
__ transportation 
__ other: 

4. Owner of Property (give names and mailing addresses of~ owners) 

name Stanley Harrelson 

street & number p. o. Box 98 telephone no.: 

city, town Wenona state and zip code Maryland 21870 

5. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Somerset Clerk of Court liber 

street & number Somerset County Courthouse folio 

city, town Princess Anne state MD. 21853 

&. Representation in Existing Historical surveys 

title Maryland Historic Site Inventory 

-Aate 196 7 _federal -1L state _ county _ local 
~----------------------------------------=------

depository for survey records Maryland Historical Trust 

city, town Annapolis state MD. 21401 



7. Description 

Condition 
__ excellent 
_x_ good 
__ fair 

__ deteriorated 
__ ruins 
__ unexposed 

Check one 
__ unaltered 
----lL altered 

Check one 
i_ original site 
__ moved date of move 

Survey No. S-4 7 

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its 
various elements as it exists today. 

William Price House Description 

The William Price house stands at the end of a private dirt lane which intersects 
the Deal Island Road (MD 363) at the north end of Wenona, Somerset County, Maryland. 
Man Gut runs in a north/south direction behind the house and separates the high ground 
from the Deal Island Marsh. The house faces west with the principal gable oriented 
on an east/west axis. 

Supported by a continuous brick foundation, the c. 1837-38, gable front frame 
house is sheathed with aluminum siding and covered by a medium pitched asphalt shingle 
roof. Attached to the back of the main block is a two-story service wing. 

The west (main) elevation is an asymmetrical elevation with an enclosed entrance 
in the north bay and two adjacent six-over-six sash windows. The entrance porch covers 
the original front door opening. A replacement front door is topped by a multi-pane 
transom. Lighting the second floor are three six-over-six sash windows. The gable 
front pediment is distinguished by a Palladian style, three-part window. The cornice 
is trimmed with mid nineteenth-century bed and crown moldings. 

The north side of the main block has three six-over-six sash windows that light 
each floor, while the south side is marked by a recently built exterior brick chim
ney. Six-over-six sash windows are located to each side of the chimney. The chim
ney originally protruded through the roof along the back wall of the main block. 

The two-story, two-bay service wing has been enlarged to the south by a shed 
roofed addition. Both floors are lighted by six-over-six sash windows. A partially 
glazed back door pierces the north wall of the kitchen. 

The interior of the main block has been moderately remodeled with the relocation 
of the chimney and removal of the mid nineteenth-century mantel. The transverse hall 
retains the period stair which has a turned newel post, rectangular balusters, and an 
oval profile handrail. Following in the same fashion as other houses of the same 
period the stair passes directly over the windows in the southwest corner. Plain 
surrounds with plain corner blocks frame the door and window openings; however, the 
period doors have been stored away. The second floor was not seen on the initial 
visit. 



8. Significance Survey No. S-47 

Period 
__ prehistoric 

1400-1499 
-1500-1599 

_ 1600-1699 
_1700-1799 
_x__ 1800-1899 
_1900-

Specific dates 

Areas of Significance-Check and justify below 
__ archeology-prehistoric __ community planning __ landscape architecture __ religion 
__ archeology-historic __ conservation __ law __ science 
__ agriculture __ economics __ literature __ sculpture 
_x_ architecture __ education __ military __ social/ 
__ art __ engineering __ music humanitarian 
__ commerce __ exploration/settlement __ philosophy __ theater 
__ communications __ industry __ politics/government __ transportation 

__ invention __ other (specify) 

1!3'11--1~.,dl Builder/ Architect 

check: Applicable Criteria: A B c D 
and/or 

Applicable Exception: A B c D E F G 

Level of Significance: national state local 

Prepare both a summary paragraph of significance and a general statement of history and 
support. 

Significance 

The William Price house is a modest example of the Federal/Greek Revival style 
houses found throughout Somerset County. Dating from the mid nineteenth century, this 
transverse hall house is one of the oldest dwellings to remain standing in the Wenona 
v1c1n1ty. The Palladian window that pierces the gable front pediment is an unusual 
feature not shared by other houses of the same form. In spite of some remodeling, a 
large portion of the mid nineteenth-century woodwork has survived. 

History and Support 

In November of 1837, William Wallace sold parts of three tracts to William Price 
of Dorchester County. Included in the deed is part of a tract called, "Graves End", 
part of a tract called "Barbadoes", and part of "Self Preservation". During the 
following few months William Price financed the construction of this two-story, 
transverse hall dwelling finished in late Federal/Greek Revival taste. 

William Price continued to reside in the house until the time of his death, but 
in 1883 William Price transferred ownership of his property to Addie W. and L. May 
Bradshaw to reconcile debts. After William Price's death around 1885, the property 
passed from the Bradshaws to William Damerel in 1887. After the turn of the century 
Barnie G. Shores purchased the property until 1937, and then it was bought by Eddie 
and Edith Shores who retained ownership until 1972. 



9. Major Bibliographical References Survey No. S-4 7 

1 O. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property ________ _ 

Quadrangle name ______ _ Quadrangle scale 

UTM References do NOT complete UTM references 

AL.i_J I I I I I I I I I ew I I I I I I I I 
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing 

cL.i.JI ~_.__._.___..~!~I_._..__.__~__. D LIJ I I I I 
E Li._J I I I ~' ..L-.L_._ ........ .......... 

F LL_J I I I 
G Li._J I I II~ ............... __.__ .......... .......... H LL_J I I 
Verbal boundary description and justification 

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

state code county code 

state code county code 

11. Form Prepared By 

name/title Paul Touart - Architectural Historian 

organization Somerset County Historical Trust date 6/19 I 86 

street & number 424 North Somerset Avenue telephone 651-0077 

city or town Princess Anne state Maryland 21853 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by 
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated 
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement. 

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and 
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of 
individual property rights. 

return to: Maryland Historical Trust 
Shaw House 
21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 269-2438 

PS-2746 
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l.STATE 

couNTY Scm2rset 
rowN Deal Island v1c1N1TY 

STREET NO. 

0R1G1NAL owNER The Pr::.ce Family 
0R1G1NAL usE D.,-elling 
PRESENT owN ER Er• Edward Shores 
PRE s EN r us E D\le 11 :i ng 
wALL coNsTRucr10N Clapboard 
NO. OF STORIES 2};; 

HISTORIC AMERICAtl BUILDINGS SURVEY 

INVEMTORY 

2. NAME l:r 4 ce House 

DATE OR PERIOD ,_ • 1810 
srYLE Fedeval 
ARCHITECT 

BUILD ER 

3. FOR LIBRARY OF CONGRESS USE 

S-47 

4. NOTABLE FEATURES, HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE AND DESCRIPTION OPEN TO PUBLIC :No 

Thi_s .:s a fra:ne hcuse, 3 bays ',dde, w-1th a pedir:iented frcnt. 
The door is very s 4 mple and -is on the right. All of the windows are 
6/6. The pediillent ~,nnco.• -is t:::::i-parti.te -- the tpp section is :..~ fari 
ii ~ht \.-.;th a hemi-sphere pattern. Tl~ere ~ s one enclosed ch-rcney at 
the rear of the hcuse. 

Untj 1 rece:;:1tly a 2 storey lot? slave house stood on the propel!:" 
ty -=iut it has been tern down. The s"lte of the f.frst revenue office 
in Somerset County is on the property. 

-""l-lthough -c.he owner reputes -c:h:i s he use to :-:ie the oldest 
occu;:-:ied d1elling on Deal Island, the present architectural cond-ttio~. 
reveals it ~s a Federal hcuse -- no earlier. The Deal Island ~~nage~ 
ment Asso. House is older. It is Dossible that the original struc
ture has been built -tnto the present one z::.nd altered beycnd recog-
n:i i:ion, or that th.rs house -is built en the foundations of the eldest 
hcuse on Deal Island. 

Thj_s hcuse is merely a country ac.iaptat-ron of the Federal 
style. Its only distingu-tshing ::.:eature -is the 3-part Pulladian 
\fndow -tn the pediment. It is also -important because it is the only 
Feder~l type house standin~ on Deal Island. 

5. PHYSICAL CONDITION OF ~TRUCTURE Endangered 

Good but unrestored. 

~ 6. LOCATION MAP (Plan Optional) 

3. PUBLISHED SOURCES (Author, Title, Pages) 

INTERVIEWS, RECORDS, PHOTOS, =re. 

Interior Exterior 

7. PHOTOGRAPH 

9. NAME, ADDRESS AND TITLE OF RECORDER 

Paul A. 3rink1nan 

DA TE OF RECORD ')/Q/.;:..7 
• 9 
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S-47 
William Price House 
Deal Island, MD Quadrangle, 1942 
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MAXIMUM GROUND ELEVATION 8 FEET 

DATUM IS MEAN SEA LEVEL 

10,000-FOOT GRID TICKS MARYLAND PLANE COORDINATE SYST:EM, SHOWN IN SLACK 

,000-METER GRID TICKS. UNIVERSAL TRANSVERSE MERCATOR SYSTEM. ZONE 18 SHOWN IN BLUE 

REPRINTED FROM MILITARY EDITION FOR CIVIL USE 

FOR SALE BY U.S. GEOLOGICAL SURVEY, WASHINGTON, 0. C. 20242 
A FOLDER DESCRIBING TOPOGRAPHIC MAPS ANO SYMBOLS IS AVAILABLE ON REQUEST 
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William Price House 
Deal island , Somerset Co . Md. 
Northwest Elevation 
7/86 , Paul Touart , Photographer 
Neg/Md . Historical Trust 

S~7 





William Price House S-47 
Deal Island , Somerset Co . Md . 
West elevation 
7/86 , Paul Touart , Photographer 

Neg/Md. Historical Trust 
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