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1. Name of Property 
historic name ARLINGTON 
other names/site number s-51 

street & number State Route 361 .,,.., M; It C< r ~ '- 0 ,, "' {.( .:.'"' e 
city, town Westover 
state Maryland code MD county Somerset 

3. Clasalflcatlon 
Ownership of Property 

00 private 
D public-local 
D public-State 
D public-Federal 

Category of Property 

[X] building(s) 
0district 
Osite 
Ostructure 
Oobject 

Name of related multiple property listing: 

4. State/Federal Agency Certification 

not for publication 
X vicinity 

code 039 zip code 218 71 

Number of Resources within Property 

Contributing Noncontributing 
1 0 buildings 

___ sites 
___ structures 
___ objects 

1 0 Total 

Number of contributing resources previously 
listed in the National Register 0 

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, I hereby certify that this 
W nomination D request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the 
National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. 
In my OP.i ion, he r perty 00 rp.P8tS s not ~eet the National Register criteria. D See continuation sheet. 

. ~ J. L.1 4--2,(7.£'.)l. 

Signature of certifying official STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER Date 

State or Federal agency and bureau 

In my opinion, the property D meets D does not meet the National Register criteria. D See continuation sheet. 

Signature of commenting or other official 

State or Federal agency and bureau 

5. National Park Service Certification 
I, hereby, certify that this property is: 

D entered in the National Register. 
D See continuation sheet. 

D determined eligible for the National 
Register. D See continuation sheet. 

D determined not eligible for the 
National Register. 

0 removed from the National Register. 
D other, (explain:) ---------

Date 

Signature of the Keeper Date of Action 



--

I. Function or Uae 
Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions) 

DOMESTIC/single dwelling 

1. Dncrtptlon 
Architectural Classification 
(enter categories from instructions) 

GEORGIAN 

Describe present and historic physical appearance. 

DESCRIPI'ION SUMMARY: 

S-51 
Current Functions (enter categories from instructions) 

DOMESTIC/single dwelling 

Materials (enter categories from instructions) 

foundation _B~R~I...:C~K"'------------
walls BRICK 

roof ASPHALT SHINGLE 
other WOOD 

Arlirqton is a praninent mid-eighteenth century Flemish born brick dwelling 
that starrls on the south side of Back Creek in the vicinity of Westover, sane.rset 
County, Marylarrl. Built arourrl 1750 by :E:Etrraim Wilson, the two-st.o:ry, center 
hall, single-pile hcuse is highlighted by glazed checkerboard brick patterns on 
each wall. Finely laid rul:bed brick jack arches span the south (main) facade 
wirrlow ope.nirr;Js, while segmental arches with alternating glazed bricks top the 
side arrl rear wirrlow ope.nirr;Js. A Federal period pordl, trinmed with a paired 
no:lillion block cornice, shelters the front entrance. Finishin;J the base of the 
roof are plastered cove cornices. '!he main hcuse was enlarged arourrl 1947 with 
a single sto:ry brick kitdlen wing. '!he interior SUJ:Vives with its original 
turned baluster walnut stair with a ranp:rl arrl rrolded harrlrail. Like several 
houses on the lower Eastern Shore, the Georgian woodwork was renoved fran the 
first floor roans during the early twentieth century. '!he secom floor survives 
with several original six-panel doors franed by period surrounds. Exposed in the 
unfinished attic is a canm::>n rafter roof system carried to tilted false plates. 
'!here are no outbuildings accanpanying the hcuse in nc:mination. 

[X] See continuation sheet No • 1 
For GENERAL DESCRIPTION 
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Arlington is situated on the south side of Ba.ck Creek near Westover, 
Somerset County, Marylarrl. A long lane that intersects MD 361 a half mile west 
of MD Route 413, enters the fannstead which borders Back Creek. '!he mid
eighteenth century two-sto:ry center hall plantation house faces south with the 
rcx:>f oriented on an east/west axis. 

B.rilt arourrl 1750-1760, Arlington is a two-sto:ry, five-bay Flemish borrl 
brick house covered by a medium pitched asphalt shingle rcx:>f distinguished by 
plastered cove cornices on the north arrl south sides. Attached to the northeast 
corner of the main block is a single-story brick wing added aroun::l 1947. 

'!he symmetrical five-bay south elevation is marked by a center entrance arrl 
flanking nine-over-one sash wirrlows on the first floor arrl sixteen-over-twelve 
sash wirrlows on the secorrl floor. A large six-panel door, which was originally 
made as a double leaf door arrl then reworked as a single-leaf door, is topped by 
a three-light transom. A Federal period hip rcx:>fed porch shelters the center 
entrance, arrl the original 'l\lscan half coltm'lS remain fixed against the wall 
surface. Wrought-iron tie rods fasten the porch to the house. '!he square 
outside posts have been replaced. Enriching the porch cornice is a raw of paired 
modillion blocks as well as decorative gougework. 

'!he south facade displays the m::>St elaborated mid-eighteenth century 
brickwork finishes. '!he wall is highlighted by an expertly laid checkerboard 
pattern of glazed bricks, arrl a :nolded bel tcourse stretches across at the secorrl 
floor level. Tue first arrl secorrl floor wirrlow arrl door openings are accented 
by rubbed brick borders as are the outside corners of the house. F.ach opening 
is also topped by a rubbed brick jack arch. stretching across at the top of the 
secorrl floor is the plaster cove cornice which is trimmed with the original bed 
arrl crawn :noldings. 

'!he west gable errl is a symmetrically balanced Flemish borrl wall with 
horizontal beltcourses defining the secorrl arrl third floor levels. A pair of 
bricked up wirrlow openings mark the first floor, while the secorrl floor retains 
four-over-four sash wirrlows. All of the wirrlow openings, includin:J the two that 
'Were bricked up on the first floor, retain segmental arches highlighted with 
alternating glazed bricks. Rising through the gable errl is an intemal. errl brick 
stack, arrl portions of the original :nolded barge.boards remain in place to finish 
the errls of the rcx:>f. 

See Continuation Sheet No. 2 
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'!he north side has been partially altered with the reconstruction of the 
northeast corner arrl the addition of the late 1940s brick kitchen wing. '!he 
western portion of the north wall retains its original finish of rarrlom glazed 
bricks. 'lhe secon::l floor bel tcourse stretches across the north wall, arrl the 
first arrl secon::l floor win::low openi.n:Js are spanned by segmental arches with 
alternating glazed bricks. large sized nine-over-one sash win::lows fill the first 
floor wirrlow openings, while sixteen-over-twelve sash rema.in on the secon::l floor. 
A plastered cove cornice finishes the base of the roof. 

On the east gable en::l there is a distinct shift in material between the 
mid-eighteenth century Flemish bon::l wall arrl the rebuilt northeast corner of the 
house. No wirrlows pierce the first floor, arrl a 1940s win::low ilhnninates the 
bathroom that occupies the northeast corner of secon::l floor. A single four-pane 
win::la.v flanks the interior en::l brick chimney stack. 

'lhe interior follows a stan::lard center hall, single-pile plan. A turned 
baluster stair rises in three flights to the secon::l floor. A spiral en::led walnut 
han::lrail, supported by a series of turned balusters, has a steep ramp as it 
reaches each lan::ling post. 'lhe stringer bela.v features a series of bold scrolled 
bracket step en::ls. Un::lemeath the third flight the stair soffit is finished with 
raised panels, arrl a raised panel door opens into a small storage closet bela.v 
the first lan::ling. 

'!he rooms to each side of the hall were reworked during the early twentieth 
century when the mid-eighteenth century paneling was rem:wed. Plain neo
classical mantels frame the fireplaces. Slen::ler TUscan columns, supported on 
square bases, rise to a thin mantel shelf. Within the past twenty years 
wainscoting has been added to the perimeter of the west roan or parlor. 

'lhe secon::l floor retains original material in the upstairs hall where 
raised six-panel doors framed by original mid-eighteenth century surroun::ls 
provide access to three bedrooms. '!he west bedroom, r£M used for storage, is the 
largest space. A nee-classical mantel frames the fireplace, arrl six-panel doors 
that open into adjacent closets are located to each side. An access door in the 
ceiling of the north closet provides an entrance into the attic. 

'lhe east bedroom is a much smaller space since the northern third of the 
roan was partitioned off to create a bath.roan during the 1940s. An identical 
columned mantel frames the east bedroom fireplace as well. 

See Continuation Sheet No. 3 
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'Ihe attic is unfinished. A ccmoc>n rafter roof system is carried on tilted 
false plates, and the irrlividual rafter pairs are stabilized by lawed collar 
beams. 

See Continuation Sheet No. 4 



8. Statement of Significance 
Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties: 

D nationally D statewide [X] locally 

Applicable National Register Criteria DA D B I]] C D D 

--Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) DA DB DC DD DE D F D G 

Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) 
Architecture 

Significant Person 
NA 

Period of Significance 
c.1750-1760 

Cultural Affiliation 
NA 

Architect/Builder 
Not known 

S-51 

Significant Dates 
c. 1750-1760 

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above. 

SIGNIFICANCE SUMMARY: 

Arlin;Jton, built arourrl 1750-1760, is a cnicially significant dwelling in 
somerset County as one of those houses that represent an extreme in architectural 
achievement in the county. Fram the mid-eighteenth century, only four other 
houses in Somerset County, (Westover, Alloodington, Hayward's Lott, arrl Waterloo) 
equal the high construction arxi design qualities fourrl at Arlin;Jton. Erected in 
the best manner of mid-eighteenth century brick masonry craftsmanship, Arlin;Jton 
displays finely executed glazed brick checkerlx>ard patten'lS on each elevation as 
well as finely rubbed jack arches on the main facade. 'Ihe front co:rners of the 
house, in addition to the edges arourrl the front door arrl adjacent win::lows, are 
treated with rubbed brick borders also. 'Ihe win::low arxi door openings on the 
other . sides are enhanced with segnental arches of alternating glazed bricks. 
Finishing the base of the roof is a rarely fourrl plastered CXJVe cornice, which 
SUIVives on only two other county houses (Aliocdington, arxi Olen:y Grove) . 
Sheltering the front entrance is a Federal pericxi·porch enriched with a cornice 
of paired modillion blocks arxi original TUscan half columns against the back 
wall. 

[X] See continuation sheet No . 5 
For HISTORIC CONTEXT and MARYLAND COMPRE

HENSIVE HISTORIC PRESERVATION PLAN data. 
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HIS'roRIC CONIB}IT: 

MARYLAND a:J.WREHENSIVE HIS'roRIC PRESERVATION PIAN r:M'A 

Geographic Organization: F.astern Shore 

Orronological/Developrental Period(s): 

Rural Agrarian Intensification, A.D. 1680-1815 

Prehistoric/Historic Period 'Ibene(s): 

Architecture/I..arrlscape Arc.hitecture/cormmmity Planning 

Resource Type: 

category: Builc:li.n3 

Historic Envirornnent: Rural 

Historic Function(s) and Use(s): 

rnm.sTIC/single dwelling 

Knavn Design Source: None 

S-51 

See Continuation Sheet No. 6 
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HISIDRIC OON'l'EJcr': 

For many Somerset planters in the early arrl mid-eighteenth century, profits 
earned through the mixed agriculture arrl trade econcmy financed the rebuilding 
or replacement of seventeenth century hous~. In contrast to houses comroc>n in 
the preceding century, these new brick arrl frame dwellin3s were erected with ll'Ore 
pennanent building practices, includirg brick fourrlations. In addition, changes 
in social habits dur~ the eighteenth century demarrled ll'Ore canplex floor plans 
that could provide family privacy arrl roan specialization. Finely crafted 
paneled interiors enhanced darrestic life arrl offered elaborate sett~s for 
private as well as public functions. Professional masons, carpenters, joiners, 
arrl related cra:ftsrren engaged in the construction of an ililpressi ve class of 
plantation architecture. 'lhese buildings not only have survived to ll'Odern tines 
in remarkable repair, but the standards of design arrl craftsmanship they have set 
have lasted with them. 

While the significance of these houses is readily apparent, the bias 
inherent in their survival distorts the ll'Odern view of pre-Revolutionary War 
building in Sc:merset County. 'lhese houses are best urrlerstocxi as the cream of 
dorrestic architecture from the pericxi arrl in no manner representative of the 
average dwell~. Indeed, it is only because of their superior construction arrl 
finish with above-average materials that they have survived. 

'lhe second quarter of the eighteenth century in Somerset County witnessed 
an increase in the number of expertly executed Georgian houses with elaborate 
exteriors arrl interiors. Arlington, Westover (S-50), Alnxxlington (S-40), 
Hayward's lDtt (S-74), arrl Waterloo (S-31), are the extant examples of these 
houses. 'lhe constru.ction of these dwell~s marked ll'Ore than the flower~ of 
a fine school of local carpentry arrl masomy. More ililportant, these buildings 
satisfied the desire of Sc:merset planters to establish pennanent seats of 
residence where they could display their accumulated wealth arrl hold public arrl 
private gather~s in sett~s a::mp:rrable to those of their English 
contemporaries. 

D.rr~ the quarter century preceding the revolution, this desire for better 
l:uilt, ll'Ore ostentatious dwellings developed on ll'Ore than one level. At that 
time, a group of planters in Somerset County financed the construction of brick 
plantation houses that outdistanced all other dwell~s known to have stocxi on 
the lower Shore at that time. 'lhese pretentious houses were assembled with ll'Ore 
sq::histicated exterior features arrl ll'Ore fonnal floor plans than those that had 
gone before. Most significant, a center hall or passage allowed for entrance 

See Continuation Sheet No. 7 
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into a public rather than a private space, controlling acx::ess into IlK)re intimate 
rooms. Finely paneled parlors with built-in al{'ix>ards provided elaborate 
backdrops for fo:rmal entertainin:;J as \¥ell as daily activities. 

Startling on the south shore of Back Creek is Arlin:;Jton (S-51), a mid
eighteenth century dwelling reflecting these new interests. '!he two-story, five
bay Flemish borrl brick house boasts expensive mason:ry details such as glazed 
brick checkerboard patterns arrl rubbed brick finishes highlighting doors arrl 
windows. In addition, the front coniers of the buildin:;J arrl the south bel tcourse 
are constru.cted of decorative rubbed brick. Inside the house, the floor plan 
follows a straightforward center hall plan with a large room to either side of 
a wide passage. '!he turned baluster stair sw:vi ves in the passage, but the 
f onna.l mid-eighteenth century paneling has been renoved frcrn both first floor 
rooms. 

In his will of 1750, David Wilson bequeathed to his son, Ephraim, ''My 
plantation on the south side of Back Creek called Wilson's IDtt. 111 Considering 
the architectural features of the dwelling, Ephraim probably financed 
constru.ction of the impressive brick house within the next few years arrl 
certainly prior to his death in 1777. 2 To his daughter, Peggy Wilson, Ephraim 
left, "the plantation whereon I now live called Wilson's lDtt. " Peggy c. Wilson 
married her cousin, John CUstis Wilson, who inherited neighboring Great Ho~ 
plantation (now corranonly kncMn as Westover) frcrn his father Samuel in 1790.3 

Before Samuel Wilson's death in 1790, John C. arrl Peggy Wilson resided in her 
father's house on the south side of Back Creek. In 1783 John Wilson (of Samuel) 
was taxed for the Wilson's I.Dtt larrl along with other property totalling over 
2 , 000 acres. '!he btprovements arrl grourrls \o.1ere described as a "two story brick 
dwelling house, midling gocx:l repair, kitchen unfinished, quarter barns 
irrlifferent, midling gocx:l orchard, other improvements midling gocx:l." '!he total 
assessment in 1783 reached a tremendous £5, 020. 4 After 1790 John arrl Peggy 
Wilson apparently relocated to Great Hopes across the creek arrl tenanted out 
Wilson's I.Dtt to a John Ellis, who is listed as the occupant in the 1798 federal 
tax assessment. 5 In 1798 the federal tax assessors fourrl on the plantation, 

1 I:Melling house built of brick 50 feet by 24 feet two story high 7 
windows 4 feet by 3 feet 11 wirrlows 3 feet by 5 feet 1 kitchen 24 
feet by 25 feet built of brick two story high 1 snx:>ke house 12 by 14 
feet 1 stable 16 feet by 18 feet. Value $300. 

See Continuation Sheet No. 8 
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'Ihe larrl a.ssessrrent mentions 600 acres as well as 1 barn, 1 negro house am 
a corn crib. 'Ihe property ~ to have operated urrler the sane tenant 
arrang-enerit until Peggy Wilson's death in the early 1830s. Upon her death, 
Wilson's lDtt was divided between her three sons, John C. Wilson, Jr., Edward 
H.C. Wilson, arrl Hem:y P.C. Wilson. 'lhrough two deeds executed during the early 
1830s, John Rider acquired Wilson's IDtt arrl the adjacent tract known as 
Totanias.6 ArlinJton, the singular nane for the property, is referenced first 
in a nDrtgage between Littleton D. Harrly arrl George Harrly, executed on August 16, 
1843.7 In June 1860, John W. Crisfield, the administrator of the will of 
Littleton D. Harrly, sold Arl~on to William S. Walker. 8 ArlinJton was later 
the property of William arrl Anna Gale, who sold it in 1866 to Jesse arrl catherine 
Cook. 9 Jesse M. Cook is listed in the 1877 county atlas patron schedule as the 
owner of a 612-acre fann having IOCJVed to Somerset County from Mercer County, New 
Jersey. 10 'Ihe Rin:J family, the present owners, aa:iuired ArlinJton through 
several deeds beginning in 1912. 11 

'Ihe interior of Arl~on has suffered the loss of nuch of its original 
mid-eighteenth century woodwork. Like many houses on the peninsula, the 
elaborate Georgian paneling that once finished several rcxJl11S was sold during the 
early twentieth century. Simple nee-classical mantels arrl plain plaster walls 
were substituted instead. What does survive is the original turned baluster 
Georgian stair with a ramped arrl nDlded harrlrail. Remaining on the secorrl floor 
are several raised six-panel doors framed by original mid-eighteenth century 
surrounds. Also significant to the house is the conunon rafter roof system 
carried on tilted plates. 

See Continuation Sheet No. 9 
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1. Register of Wills, Somerset County Courthouse, EB 14/40, 
Princess Anne, Maryland. 

2. Register of Wills, Somerset County Courthouse, EB 1/78, 
Princess Anne, Maryland. 

3. Register of Wills, Somerset County Courthouse, EB 17/185, 
Princess Anne, Maryland. 

4. 1783 Federal Assessment, Somerset County, Great Annemessex 
Hundred, Somerset County Library, Princess Anne, Maryland. 

5. 1798 Federal Direct Tax Assessment, Somerset County, Great 
Annemessex Hundred, Somerset County Library, Princess Anne, 
Maryland. 

6. Somerset County Clerk of Court, Land Record GH 6/37 and GH 
6/38, Somerset County Courthouse, Princess Anne, Maryland. 

7. Somerset County Clerk of Court, Land Record BH/3, Somerset 
County Courthouse, Princess Anne, Maryland. 

8. Somerset County Clerk of Court, Land Record LW 6/549, Somerset 
County Courthouse, Princess Anne, Maryland. 

9. Somerset County Clerk of Court, Land Record LW 9/623, Somerset 
County Courthouse, Princess Anne, Maryland. 

10. Lake, Griffing, and Stevenson Atlas, Fairmount District 
Schedule, p.54. 

11. Somerset County Clerk of Court, Land Record SFD 60/260, 
Somerset County Courthouse, Princess Anne, Maryland. 



I. llafor Blblloaraphlcal References S-51 

Maryland Inventory of Historic Properties, Maryland Historical Trust, Crownsville, MD. 

Somerset County Tax, Land, and Will records, Somerset County Courthouse, Princess 
Anne, MD • 

• __ las of Somerset County. Lake, Griffing and Stevenson, 1877. 

Touart, Paul Baker. Somerset: An Architectural History. Published for the Maryland 
Historical Trust and the Somerset County Historical Trust, 1990. 

Previous documentation on file (NPS): 
D preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) 

has been requested 
D previously listed in the National Register 
D previously determined eligible by the National Register 
D designated a National Historic Landmark 
D recorded by Historic American Buildings 

Survey# ________________ ~ 

D recorded by Historic American Engineering 
Record # _________________ _ 

10. G!ographical Data 

D See continuation sheet 

Primary location of additional data: 
[X] State historic preservation office 
D Other State agency 
D Federal agency 
D Local government 
D University 
00ther 
Specify repository: 

Acreage of property -~A:.l:'.P:.l:'.P:.:cr~o~x:.=i:!!m~a~t::.!e:..:l~yL-:3:!......!a~c~r~e~s ______________________ _ 
USGS Quad: Princess Anne, Maryland 

JTM References 
A ~ 14 13 15 !6 12 10 i 

Zone Easting 

c~ I I 1I11 I 

Verbal Boundary Description 

Boundary Justification 

11. Form Prepared By 

l412 l21ol1111ol 
Northing 

LI I I I I I I 

B LLJ I I I I 
Zone Easting 

D LLJ I I I I 

D See continuation sheet 

I I I I 

Northing 

I I I I 

[X] See continuation sheet No. 10 

[XJ See continuation sheet No. 11 
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organization Private Consultant date ___ .!.l~OL/.:.2.:f.9L/.:f.9..:l ________ _ 
street & number P. 0. Box 5 telephone -~( 4:!..:..:l O~)L.J;6:1..:5Ll!:..:-:...:l~O!.i.9~4L-----
city or town Westover state Maryland zipcode 21871 



United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

-Hatlonal Register of Historic Places 

. -

-:ontlnuatlon Sheet Arlington S-51 

Section number 1 o Page lo 

8:XJNDi\RY DESCRIPI'IOO: 

Somerset County 
Maryland 

Beg~ at the saitheast corner of the 'bvo-story brick haJse .krx7'm as 
Arlin]ton in order to establish a finn reference point am measurinJ" rut into the 
Arlin;Jton yard for a distance of 75' to the first point labeled "A" on the 
acx:x:rrpanyinJ" Sanerset County tax map, thence in an easterly direction for another 
75' to a point labeled "B" am thence in a northerly direction for ~roximately 
375' to a p:>int labeled "C'' located on the sa.rt:h bank of Back Creek, thence by 
am with the cc:urse of the sart:h back of the said creek in a westerly direction 
for awroximately 300' to a point labeled 110 11 on the sart:h side of said creek, 
thence in a sart:herly direction for 450 1 to a point labeled "E" in the yard of 
said hoose, thence in an easterly direction for awroximately 225' to the place 
of beg~ containin;J three (3) acres IIDre or less. 

\ 
.. 
... 

/ 

... ,,. . 

40- P. 19 

source of map: State Department of Assessment 
and Taxation, Somerset County, Map 40, Parcel 19 . 

\ 
\ 

See Continuation Sheet No. 11 
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'!he approximately three acres included in nanination with this house 
cx:imprise the immediate area arou:rrl the dwelling. 'lhree lines of the bourxlacy are 
arbitrary, while the fourth line that follaws Back creek is coincidental with an 
historic border for the property. '!he nomination separates the house from the 
adjacent fannland that is significant to the architectural character of the 
house. 
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