
S-80 

Old Cullen House 

 

Architectural Survey File 

This is the architectural survey file for this MIHP record. The survey file is organized reverse-

chronological (that is, with the latest material on top). It contains all MIHP inventory forms, National 

Register nomination forms, determinations of eligibility (DOE) forms, and accompanying documentation 

such as photographs and maps. 

Users should be aware that additional undigitized material about this property may be found in on-site 

architectural reports, copies of HABS/HAER or other documentation, drawings, and the “vertical files” at 

the MHT Library in Crownsville. The vertical files may include newspaper clippings, field notes, draft 

versions of forms and architectural reports, photographs, maps, and drawings. Researchers who need a 

thorough understanding of this property should plan to visit the MHT Library as part of their research 

project; look at the MHT web site (mht.maryland.gov) for details about how to make an appointment. 

All material is property of the Maryland Historical Trust. 
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private 

c. 1837 

1be old Cullen house, centered in the village of Hopewell, follows the 

re~ iona 1 vernacular stepped house form popularly referred to as "big house, 

/9t7 

little house, colonnade and kitchen•" 1be main two story, three-bay block has 

a center entrance, a diamond pane transom and flanking nine-over-six sash windows. 

Hi~~lighting the front and rear cornices are rows of modillion blocks terminated 

at each end by an up-side-down "U" shaped end board. 1bis distinctive decorative 

feature is repeated at the old Nelson Homestead (S-245), built at the same time 

and probably by the same artisan. Attached to the north end of the main house 

is a shorter story-and-a-half section that connects the colonnade and kitchen to 

the main house. 

Construction of this four-part house is attributed to John Cullen, Sr., who 

purchased the hundred-acre plantation from the estate of Lodowick Milbourn in 

December of 1836 (GH 8/515). Identical finish features repeated at the William 

Nelson Homestead (S-245) tie these buildings to the same period of construction. 

A mixture of Federal and Greek Revival style elements is found in both dwellings. 

JohJ Cullen transferred ownership of the property to his two sons, William T. 

and Jacob Hoke Cullen, in 1866 (LW 9/598). 

Although the Cullen family has maintained ownership of this farm to the 

present day, Jacob Milbourn is recorded as the former owner who assembled the 

hundred-acre plantation from two tracts in 1769 (0/41). Comprising parts of 

"Ho;>ewell" and "Upper Andua," Jacob Milbourn's plantation included one-hundred 

-- and eight acres as well as a single-story, 24' by 18', frame house, a sixteen-

·~ nete· foot square kitchen and several other outbuilding~,\ Lodowick Milbourn inherited 

the Little Annemessex Hundred plantation through his father's will proved in 1813 

(EB 23/191). 



Maryland Historical Trust 
State Historic Sites Inventory Form 

1. Name (indicate preferred name) 

historic Old Cullen House 

and/or common 

2. Location 

street & number SE side of MD 413 

city, town Hopewell 

state Maryland 

3. Classification 
Category 
__ district
~ building(s) 
__ structure 
_site 

object 

Ownership 
_public 
_x_ private 
_both 
Public Acquisition 
_in process 
_ being considered 
~not applicable 

_ vicinity of 

county 

Status 
_x__ occupied 
_ unoccupied 
_ work in progress 
Accessible 
_yes: restricted 
_yes: unrestricted 
_no 

Survey No. 5_80 

Magi No. 2000805404 

DOE _yes no 

- . . •' - ,.,, ,. _,;. 

congressional district 

SOV'ATS?t 

Present Use 
_ agriculture 
_commercial 
_ educational 
_ entertainment 
_ government 
_ industrial 
_military 

_ not for publication 

First 

_museum 
_park 
__x_ private residence 
_religious 
_ scientific 
_ transportation 
_other: 

4. Owner of Property (give names and mailing addresses of~ owners) 

name Agnes B. Cullen 

street & number Hopewell Road telephone no.: 

city, town Crisfield state and zip code MD. 2181? 

5. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Somerset Clerk of Court liber 

street & number Sorrerset County Courthouse folio 

city, town Princess Anne state MD. 21853 

&. Representation in Existing Historical surveys 

title Maryl and Hj storj cal Trust Tp1rentory 

-date 196 7 - federal _x__ state _ county _ local 

depository for survey records Maryland Historical Trust 

city, town Annapolis state MD. 21401 



7. Description 

Condition 
__ excellent 
_x_good 
__ fair 

Check one 
__ deteriorated __ unaltered 
__ ruins -X--- altered 
__ unexposed 

Check one 
...1L_ original site 
__ moved date of move 

Survey No. 
S-80 

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its 
various elements as it exists today. 

The Old Cullen House is located in the center of Hopewell, a small railroad-side rural 
community northea~t of Crisfield, S~merse t County, Maryland. The "telescope style" house 
faces northwest with the gable running on a northeast/southwest axis. The old Hopewell 
Road passes to the east of the frame structure. 

The four-part frame house appears to date from the first quarter of the 19th century 
and was probably erected in one or perhaps two periods. The aluminum sheathed house is 
supported by a minimal brick foundation and is covered by a steeply pitched asphalt 
shingle roof. 

The northwest (principal) facade is nine bays across; the southwest three comprise 
the main house, while the other three sections are two bays wide. The replacement front door 
is topped by a diamond-pane transom, and it is flanked by 9/6 sash windows. Three 6/6 
sash windows light the second floor. The boxed cornice is decorated with modillions and 
finished at each end by an upside-down "U"-shaped end board, which is identical to the 
treatment of the Old Nelson House cornice (S-245). 

The southwest gable end has an exposed oonnnon bond brick firewall and flanking 9/6 
sash windows. Six over six sash light the second floor, and four over two windows 
illuminate the attic. A corbelled brick chimney rises from the flush gable end. 

The southeast (rear) elevation of the main house is detailed in much the same manner 
as the front with a center door and diamond pane transom. Nine over six sash light the 
first floor and six over six light the second floor. 

The northeast gable end of the main house is largely covered by a true story-and-a-half 
two-bay by one room section. Lighting the main attic from the north are· two ·4 /2 sash 
windows. This middle section is finished in a less elaborate manner than the main house. 
Nine over six sash light the first floor, while the loft is only lighted by two 4/2 gable 
end windows. The interior end brick chimney carries the same corbelled cap as the main 
house. 

The next section is a single-story hyphen which connects the main house with the 
kitchen. The single-story northwest elevation is marked by a door in the south bay along 
with an adjacent six over six sash window. 

The final section is a short two-story two-bay kitchen with a shed porch across the 
back. The northwest elevation is marked by a replacement door and adjacent six over six 
sash. The second floor is pierced by six over six sash. In contrast to the main house, the 
kitchen roof has extended eaves and sloped soffits. A narrow stuccoed brick stack rises 
from the northeast gable. Two 6/6 sash windows light the second floor from the north end. 

The interior of the main has been partially remodeled, but the late Federal period 
woodwork remains essentially in place. The one-room plan 



8. Significance Survey No. s-ao 

Period 
__ prehistoric 

1400-1499 
- 1500-1599 

_ 1600-1699 
_ 1700-1799 
-X.- 1800-1899 
_1900-

Specific dates 

Areas of Significance-Check and justify below 
__ archeology-prehistoric __ community planning __ landscape architecture __ religion 
__ ar~heology-historic __ conservation __ law __ science 
__ agriculture __ economics __ literature __ sculpture 
_x__ architecture __ education __ military __ social/ 
__ art __ engineering __ music humanitarian 
__ commerce __ exploration/settlement __ philosophy __ theater 
__ communications __ industry __ politics/government __ transportation 

_ invention _other (specify) 

Builder/ Architect 

check: Applicable Criteria: 
and/or 

A B C D 

Applicable Exception: A B C D E F G 

Level of Significance: national state local 

Prepare both a sununary paragraph of significance and a general statement of history and 
support. 



9. Major Bibliographical References Survey No. S-80 

1 o. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property _________ _ 

Quadrangle name ______ _ Quadrangle scale 

UTM References do NOT complete UTM references 
. ! 

AL.i_J I I I I I I I I I sw I I I I I I I I 
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing 

c LLJ L--1 _.___. ___ ............ 1 ._I ......__..___.__.-..... .......... oUJ I I I I 
E L..i_J I I ._I ....__.___.__ ......... _.._ F Li.J I I I I 
GLLJ I I ._I___..___.__ ....... ....... H l.iJ I I I 
Verbal boundary description and justification 

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

state code county code 

state code county code 

11. Form Prepared By 

name/title Paul Touart - Architectural Historian 

organization Somerset Contlty liistori~al Trust date 
5/28/85 

street & number 4 24 N Somr td ry Ave m 1e telephone 651-0077 

city or town 

'r-; 

Princess Anne state MQ 21853 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by 
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated 
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement. 

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and 
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of 
individual property rights. 

return to: Maryland Historical Trust 
Shaw House 
21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 269-2438 

PS-2746 
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l. STATE 

couNTY Somerset 
TOWN Crisf j e ld VICINITY 

STREET NO. 

ORIGINAL OWNER ---

ORIGINAL USE D;.v-ell5ng 
PRESENT OWNER A[_:nes Cullen 
PRESENT usE B~eB:~~~ Deserted 
WALL coNsrnucT10N Cla.p'..:<oard 
NO. OF STORIES 212 

HISTORIC AW.ERICAN BUILD! NGS SURVEY 

INVENTORY 

2. NAME Culler. :ricuse 

DATE OR PERIOD 

STY LE 

ARCHITECT 

BUILDER 

c. 1800 
Count:- Federal 

3. FOR LIBRARY OF CONGRESS USE 

S-80 

4. NOTABLE FEATURES, HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE AND DESCRIPTION oPEN To PuBuc No 

:rh; s is a t;ood frame exa:.1:. le of a long house added onto with 
:telesco1):in[ additions and a colonnade c::.nd k::1tchen wing;. 

The main house is 3 bays wide and ~. deep. Along the roof 
IUne is a delicate cornice ~dth Sr:J.c:,11 brackets. It has an enclosed 
tnimney on the r5ght with the br;ck exposed at the first storey 
level by the omission of the claoboards. The 1st floor ~1;ndows are 
t1/6 - the second are 6/6. There- ;s a cen:~ral door ~yith a Federal 
bverlight decorated w:ith 'icoden tracery in imitat; on of leaded glass. 
tl:'his house then telescopes .:nto a srcia.ller V-2 storey colonnade which 
leads tc a larger 2~ storey ki~chen winE. Theeffect is one of 
thildren's blocks laid up next to one another and with all these 
additions the len~th of the facade is :u5te 6reat. ~h5s house echoes 
::he even larger 5 part structure found :-iearby at Conquest-Green Wood 
and appears to be relatively unusual, s;nce most often additions were 
~ut on the re:o.r to avoid such a low-~ structure. 

The interior of this hcuse has been prey to vandals - the walls 
and windows ahve been kicked in. There are very si;aple Federal Mantels 
;;th reeded ?jlasters and evidences.of a cha;n rail ;n the '~c;-mstairs 

!rooms • 
The grounds are desolate and overgrown. A boxwood lane which 

~nee led t:o the front door is now a wild tangle. 
A_thou:h not s;::;ectacular t:h5s house deserves better treatment 

and if restorea would prove a very pleasant place to live. 

5. PHYSICAL CONDITION OF ~TRUCTURE Endangered 

Deteriorating 

~ 6. LOCATION MAP (Plan Optional) 

3. PUBLISHED SOURCES (Author, Title, Pages) 

INTERVIEWS, RECORDS, PHOTOS, ~TC. 

f n teri or Exterior 

7.PHOTOGRAPH 

9. NAME, ADDRESS AND TITLE OF RECORDER 

Paul A. Brinkrr~n 

DA TE OF RECORD 8/8/67 
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Cullen House 
Marion, MD quadrangle, 1972 

<CRISFIELD! 
5859 IV NE 

SCALE 124 000 

1000 2000 4000 

CONTOUR INTERVAL 5 FEET 
DATUM IS MEAN SEA LEVEL 

5000 6000 FEET 

DEPTH CURVES AND SOUNDINGS IN FEET-DATUM IS MEAN LOW WATER 
THE MEAN RANGE OF TIDE APPROXIMATELY 2 FEET 

THIS MAP COMPLIES WITH NATIONAL MAP ACCURACY STANDARDS 

FOR SALE BY U.S. GEOLOGICAL SURVEY, RESTON, VIRGINIA 22092 
A FOLDER DESCRIBING TOPOGRAPHIC MAPS AND SYMBOLS IS AVAILABLE ON REQUEST 





Cullen House S- 80 
Hopewell , Somerset County , Maryland 
West Elevation 
Photographer- Paul Touart 3/85 
Neg/Md. Hist. Trust 





Cullen House S- 80 
Hopewell , Somerset County 
Northwest Elevation 
Photographer- Paul Touart 3/85 
Neg/Md . Hist . Trust 





Cullen House S-80 
Hopewell, Somerset County 
Mantel in Hyphen 
Photographer-Paul Touart 3/85 
Neg/Md. Hist. Trust 





Cullen House 
Hopewell, Somerset County 
West Elevation Detail 

Photographer-Paul Touart 3/85 
Neg/Md. Hist. Trust 
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DANIEL C. CHURCH 


