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Harrington 
Mount Vernon vicinity 
private 

1917 

c. 1750-1760 

Located east of the Wicomico River and south of what is now called Stone 

Creek is the mid eighteenth~ntury house known as "Harrington." Thomas Holbrook 

is credited with the construction of this four-room plan house during the years 

following his acquisition of the family lands in 1741. The Holbrook plantation was 

assessed in 179~and the property was described as, 

Situated within one mile of Wicomico River near the Lower Ferry, a 
Dwelling House of wood considerably injured by worms two story 30 by 
28 feet finished in plain order with five windows 64 inches by 28 
inches, two windows 64 inches by 36 inches, seven windows 54 inches by 
28 inches, one window 44 inches by 28 inches, four windows 24 inches 
by 20 inches, very old kitchen 47 by 20 feet, smoke house, old 12 by 12 
feet, milk house 8 by 6 feet, lumber house, old, 24 by 12 feet ••• 

The plantation lands included close to one-thousand acres, part of which was a 

tenant farm located near the "Witch Bridge" that was improved by an old log 

dwelling, 16 by 14 with end shed of 8 feet, and a log barn measuring 20 by 20. 

The tenant farm was operated by Samuel Covington. 

Although the house was described as being finished in "plain order," this 

phrase probably related only to the exterior. The interior, on the other hand, was 

fitted with finely crafted mid eighteenth-century Georgian paneling that has 

survived largely unaltered. The first floor is divided into four unequal sized rooms 

with the stair hall located in the south west corner. East of the stair hall is the 

largest room which was finished with exposed beaded floor joists, raised-panel 

;- • wainscoting, and a well-crafted paneled chimney breast. Fluted pilasters flank the 

group of four raised panels over the hearth. The other two rooms were fitted with 

fireplaces as well. Attached to the east end of the old house is a modern gambrel­

roofed addition. 
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Harrington stands at the end of a .25 mile lane 
extending north from Poll:'s road at a point .45 miles east 
of the intersc:;ct:i.on of t 11e \·lhit2:1aven Ferry P.oad, Polk's 
Road, and a connecting road to narylond Higl'"i-.<'ay 362, 

It is a two story, Did eig~t2cnth century, frame farm 
house accuratel? clcscribeo in t:·:e 1793 tax re:::.:n:-ds c:·s 

Positioned roughly north-south 
on the ?ro9crty, the house De2sur2s ap~rox~~ately 30 feet 
}Jy 3(J ~=.:..~et anc} \"l_-~-C.h t:.~12 SCJ.}:Jle hei~~-~1t. i·t 2~-:?~Ccc.:c~.SS t!1c 

The orici~~l part of t~e fou~d2tion 
a·~;;arc~l~l~r illu.~.: trc~-~es 211 sc::.:.--1~{ :=-02:"'~::. of co:-_-I_-_c1n o:c ..:;.r:·~,~J...-i.c2.r1 

~~ond \·,-.i tl1 t~\'O to t:1~cce ro·.-,-s o= s trc= t.c=1ei~s !J2t~·.:-se}1 rc,~:ls 0£ 
ne2c.l ~x::.. It is ?L:rict.~.12.·t·2cl en t:i.1e scLJ.tl: :acc~c~e b~i an 01:iqir~c_l 
0~·011i~~; 1 foot s~1::.c.:.re, sc;~a;\,·ir1s a }:;c~scr.~2~1t u11c~~2:r t.l1c ecsteJ~r1 
one half of tte house. 

A ~iew of the main (south) faca~c reveals a lateral 
e~1t1:'~' c1r1 t:1c \·.-est ar~.d ~1ir1:~s a-!: a flocr pla:·i \.-i1:_c:-i is, i~1 

~~~s:~-~=~l~~ ~:~~:~u~-~~;~~!£~~~n~;~1 c~~~~;~~~ ~~;~~~;~l1~'rJu~g lm.re~ 
s:10:::.:e :~::aralle:i is illust:..:·c.t-:;~ by D.:..-. Hcni~:7 C. Yo:cL1 c:.n ir.:. 
~!is }Joe~~·-: .. ·:1if..(·\,-r3.-::.er :\1~:.r~;--12_;:-ic~. :,.:1.--cl-.:.i_~cc~st•::_---e 2r~.:-) ~~rC_r~·-;s, 

.in Jc}1 r-; ·= j_ rJO r 1 }_-2-11 o i~~16----S .. c.::: :_-:_e i~~::~~~-~S-~ ic~1S E: -~~; ... ~ E c~1°":·i_~_j~·~·~·~ 
s~;.X.-{J r i :..- ·l. ~·~0 a. ~(· 1 : ·tl1 e tT\.i o rrtucl1 1 arg er ~, i ~ ~~ lo·-Js s ~~2:"'"'.li~1 g- ;_: ~-.:. 2 
Gre::_ .~-..--..-,-~ ·c.o t~:c ~~i:;:·!t (cas·::_\ of i.~~~2 r~c;or. _-ilt.~~-O\.:.~r.--:1_ 

21in0~::.~~~;.;.::;. l!l~~J.c:~ cc~.s res;J . .l.t.e:; .... ~ :_~ t~1e rc;~::::>r~:_ ot al~~o~:;-: ;1J_l 
o~ t!~·2 ()r.=_gi!i ·i siCi=.ng 2~.~,~-:~ J~-e:J~ac~.:~ .e::-~t .:;f ·t:~~-? <J}:~.g~_1iz;~~ 

r,.; J.110 o·~\· ~~ r a1~~·~ s al~ C.: s asl--1 \".7 i -t.~1 \::_:_ c ·Cc<:~~ 2 i1 '; i~0c~·,-~;, t t-~ t; c l~:-~c ~:~ ·~: ~l t: 
r·es tr..)~"'a ~-=.j_or1 (J ~o-:.l 9 0 o,~~J:cc_~ -t co:~role·t:c~) 1c.s i-c:-rJ1:0Cr:·.::(:;C: t:-~1e 

originc.1 bead1::c1 siding and inter;;;~·c:':sc~- -:::.11,~ -. .<~r:dc~·.' frc..::c:.es 

~-.7ir1.:..~_(J~·."t::_~ c~:_ a.l .. fs.c:z~c}es ai."'e ir1tC2:"")r,?·:::.·"2:rl ::~c si_:-: CY\7 ?:r .:=,:j_:: 
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The 1·1a~rner Fc:irm 
2. LOCATIO~, continued 

In the vicinity of Mount Vernon, 
section of \·i:1iteha·:c1 Ferry Eoucl 
ing road to l-:aryland 362, near a. 
(Sec U.S. G2ological Survey ~ap, 

.45 miles east of the intcr-
~·1i th Polk's Road and a corm.cc t:­
set t ler~ent calJ.eG. 1-:'idgeon. 
1~50 revised 1962.) 

---------------------I 

7. DESCRIPTION, continued 

Unlike the exterior the 
i:ntc.ct. Ao~royimatelv 90 to 

- -- c 

interior has re2aincd re~arka~ly 
95 pc:ccen·~ of t11e o:cigin~:~l p2:1el2-;19· 
E21t}:-'/ t~.-i:.--~ot1~h tl1e b1-oa.d £ront c;_~-.c~~ 

le~el, a ch~racte~istic of the Gr2dt Roo~ ~c the right an~ 
a small nor:hwest rooG i~t2rpreted A c 1 o s e cJ. - s ~~ r ~ n ~ 
staircase r ~s::c..s to a s;-:-,u.ll J.c-~nc:i,1; bc:fore 2s;:::ercc~i.::.c:; fu.rtl1cr l.o 
t~l~E: 111)st2i:::_-; t?2Ss:tge. Tl-.::~: slc::-i.~r~:::-.r: }J::t.~ust.s~:-s ~1a\l2. ;.~_ c:-ic..ract·~~2-­

istic sauar~ so9arati~g the upper tw~ thirds from the lower 
t~irc1 3.l'1d t.1.is .:cJJ_-n1 i:~ E:~cl1cH~d i:1 t~-~e ne~·:·sl ~ost. 

'TJ.1~-;rr.:.:: -~_s a corrier fir2?1a.cc .:.n e?..cl1 of t~12 t.h!.=-ct~ lcJ\·.~c;: 

:'.:"00l:1c:J. 

£ i_e l c: ·2.ll ~JCL""'... ~ l S f 1 di'..~k:e d b~{ S ~~-:~µ }_ ·~~~ fl U t ~C: i? j_ las J_L.er :3 vl'.
1 i t . .h drl 2. S \ ·-~ -:= -

ric·c:..~ ;roUI? of Dar1e.Ls t.o i.~l1e ri_._~-~-:t . ., 'TJ1e ~<;~i~inal stud\,,~ r.ta:;-:.!:£ ~~-
is pa~(;lt~c~ ~T~ e_:_ t:-11er sic:s ~ E\ri.Ce~·;cc: ill t~1·2 la.t~1s 

in~ic&ted oily a chai~ rail an6 ha3e~oard for the 

cl1cj_~~c.:.c.:tc~:?:"iz ·-=; ~_)ot.11 the u:_i~:,-:~.~irs a.~~2~ d-:)\-.'~l, :J_l·~~-1ou9r1 21.-~_C.e~lce. 

s uq~'. ~st. s t:1 it a Q.:: T,\7l'lS -~~_,_}_: }_~,-; r:: ~- clS t:.::: ~·~ c e i J_ i ~:',? \..7 c~ (~ 2 :-11:<:. i (~ -~~ \·1' _i_ t~ ~l · 

t 11 e € j__ C; S1 t CC 1-~}-~ C e11 t lI2:--'.7 • 'fl12~ ~J ~~C .=· c:~i t r 2 S -;_- '_: l"' :- _ -'..:i 1:_: 1-~ :::"2 :~; i·:'"1 (~ l_lCC~ ~-~ 
·tl·: e f ~;_rs t c ~, ]_ -~:- J:- .:: , a 1 t~ l :_; '-~· ~-~ :1 1? \1" j_ C :_:__. ~:_ .~:.; ~~~ s ~.:. (;; c ~.:.. -~-:- :--; ~~h c,_ -:. t.~ ~ ::~ :.-,;c) ~· J· .. c., ~ \. 
\\! 2 s 0 ~·-=-i S1 =i. :-13. '- J_ ~~r l111p &in~ ·.:-::c~ .. Ul_JS t ,_: .J. ·:.- :3 f l:'.)\1 I" c ~ 12~~-~-:..rj~) '.: :-_; C' :_~ r:: n .:.:,:1 -:=_(' 

a_ Sj-.ll.1.}_} ?2.S ;a.s~c~·,,.;r ... -:1 .. Alt:1c:i.1sl:.. ·*:}~""?. ·:_::r~2t J~~OC'·:":"'. c:J. .. c:_Ll_"cJe:_- =:LS iJ:_. .. f.~ ~ 

the l~ra~st. a ssall 
or stu~y ch rr~er. 
and bc.:>s!)oa :d. 

i_i...J:-t2~·J_~ic2 is _,~cJUl1li ir1 tJ12 i1ort1~·:,.,~( ~t 

'>mcC::;,'oJ·}: co:·.~;if.:i..s uf c;1air rail 
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tl. SIC~~i!FICANC[ ~ 

0 Pre-Columbian~ 

[J 15th Crntury 

CJ 16th CcntcHy 

[J 17th Century 

t)~ lP.th c~nfury 

[) 19t~Century 

----- I 
[J 20th Century 

, ______ ---------------------

I 

SPECIFIC DATE 1Sl '.ff Applic11hle nn<f f:nnwn) 

AREA!> OF SIG!..!tf-ICAt .. CE ~Check Ont.• <)r ,,:ore as A[JjJrOftill.lC') 

Abor i2inal 

0 Pr~historic 

0 Histo;ic 

0 Agricc·ltvR 

IZJ ArchitPc..:ture 

[] Art 

[J Co101r.-.orcc 

0 Ccrnc ,,,; c"Oti "''' 

0 Con~cn.:ction 

STATEMEt'J1 OF !i1SP;!~·1CANCC 

Cl E duccti on 

D E,...,9in~ering 

D I ndu:; try 

D lnventi on 

0 Lon ::.co~e 

A·-d~ifcch.:~e 

c Litercturc 

[J /.\uoic 

[l Political 

0 Religion 1Phi. 

lo:;cphy 

[J Sciericc 

[] Seu lj·>turc 

[X'J 'Social/Hum.Jn­

itar:an 

[___] T r.~ntcr 

f~ Trcr:spcrtat10ri 

[j Urbar. Planning 

LJ 01her (Specifr) 

Harrin~ton's t~o-fold siqnificance is found both in 
its inherE~t arc~itectural c~rit anrt in t~e ~ole olaye~ 
by the builder, Tho~as Holbroo:~, int: e historv of Sorcrset 
Cotlnt~r. Ons of t~ie 'iC:l".~/ fe'r." S)~~;_s-~ins t;;., .. o stoJ:~/ frarne 
eigl1teen-:=.~1 ce~1tur:/ £arn 110 1J_~~~--?.::~ c= t.he a:cca, l--ia:cr~:..:1.::;to'!! 
'\

1 is ilJl '," ~._l l t._:s <:.r~ tes se~Jeral ~~··~.1s ua.l a~c~1i .:c2ct.:u.:c~-=- f~::0.t1..1rc~~ / 
possi~Jl~~;- rep~~ese:nt.:r.'.; cor1r.1 2c·t~ii~;'" lirl~\:.S :)et~:een u1:bar1 a::1G 
rt:.r-al Ge<;~~~ic_ri }Ji_;.i.lc3~~!1'J st)TlGs ~ 

l-i\T2. _Jo..rJle recol:'r5s j_!!c1ic::_·t.c t:1ut. tl1e lar1:3. CJ::. ,_,:.'l-iis}1 
t~l-i2 l1ol1E: ~ ·v?2s ~u_i_l t. r,}~ls l)t:.l-~r~.:-J:.:-=:G :o a ~L'l-:u:n~ls ~~ol}Jroc~.:, 
re ~L?. ti.. •.x2 of -~~1e 
£2~::i_ly ~ ]~ 0-\;2:: 

J.DJ:l ~:-s:·~~air1cCi l:r! t.l1-:?: Hol1.~·l:Jo~:. 
;rl10~~~-:s I-I\~l}=.1:coo:-~, 6_·~scrj_~=.·t 6 

i::. (...:::•nt~:: .. __ =~)~3..ry rc_::cc_,:.::2.3 .~s 2 ;1 l_:-l21::er" o.rl·:.i !:ger.:t.1-e~:-.s.~1,T: 

\\72S upp2.~_·s~1t:l:r acti,..72 ir1 t~1e C~\:i·: ,~f~0..:.~s cf Sc:::·,c~seT: 

<~(;t;_Y-1t:/· g :~e ~-,;2s f;e·;~1......_<.:~· ~r.JrJrr:is s ~.~c:: ~1_- o::::: .S-:::-:,er::00:.;t 1::cL:nt:y. 5 
a. ;.~t3sti"""·i~"'-,:._1 c1 := s-::.r::~)-.~.-~~~~ 7 :r:a:r~i2~~, cl ic~ in ;}t1J:l of 1'/~J ... .5 '.·.""2s 
or1·2 of t>l·~s::: frcT:1 So~~-12;_ .. set Co1.111·t\1 \\71-:o sic-iL~C. ti:s Decl2ro..·L.i c)r: 

_..:_ __, \: 

of t~e A~sscia~~on of Freem~n o~ 12ryl~~d. 0 A reino= 
I-~c .. ._:·c\l11·~·-icJ~1c:.1~~/ il1ciclt.~21t .:;cc-\.}l:'r.i~0 )J.-:~ -;::12 p=roper-C~/ c:r:d :::·eccJr C:.1.~:J 
ii1 tl~G i'-.~Cl!::_~.~~s of I<c~=-=-~/la11Li (1781.' sc~-"J~?_::; to :Lll-Lls·t~-;3__!.~(~ 
a purt. o: ::~t<"C cl.2y to da~/ li:Ee of t~e Cc:'...onii.=i.l m.~litia:~lar; . 

.. 
...:>LiJ 1 (~.-: Er~~ ai1d (;s :--~o .. 21, i·:-<l. j_() 9~:~ -101. 
4r1 ,ts, box 25, folder ll, Hill of R2cc~as. 
5nc~t:C~2 1 G-39 r ·l:0l~.._o 472; Sor~·'.2rset Cc:;_1~1·:-.~;- Cot-:~::-t-~!.01JS2~ 
6ch, ,nc::..:-v ~eco~.-c.s, Lib:::'.r 13, folio 371. 
7st< :;nc::y·-~P3.risl: \ 12st.ry Le(s·2~, 1768--1775. l-i-~crr)=-:i.J.11~ 

~·~ i con~i cc Cc :J :i ·c_~.~ Lit~~~- 2-J~}T • 

I 
L__ 
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·1 Whiffcn, Marcus, The Eiohtcenth Ccntnr-v Houses of \hlliarnsbur~J. 
Colonial 1·;illiarnsburg, Inc., 1-960. pp. 50-51: see 
also figure 90, the PolQer Haus~ olan, p. 142. 

Forman, Henry Chandlee, Ti62·.,,1atcr I'ar"land ,i\r~~1i tecturc and 
Gardens, p. 73, botto1'1 lert iJ.J.ustra.tion. 

Liber BC <lnd GS No. 21, folio 99-101. 
Plats, box 2 5, £olc1 er 13, H2ll of Recore!s. 
Deeds 0-39, folio 472, Sos2rsct County Court House. 
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Near Allen, Somerset County 
Stair Case 
3/84 Paul Touart 
Neg. . Historical Trust 

S-83 





Harrington 
Ne.ar Alle.n, Some.rse.t County 
2nd Floor Stairwell 
3/84 Paul Touart 
Ne.g./Md. Historical Trust 
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Harrington 
Near Allen, Somerset County 
11/83 Paul Touart 
Southeast Elevation 
Neg./Md. Historical Trust 
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Harrington S-83 
Near Allen, Somerset 
Parlor Paneling 
3/84 Paul Touart 
Neg./Md. Historical Trust 





Harrington 
Near Allen, Somerset County 
2nd Floor Northwest Bedroom 
3/84 Paul Touart 
Neg./Md. Historical Trust 
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Harrington S-83 
Near Allen, Somerset 
South Elevation 
3/84 Paul Touart 
Neg./Md. Historical Trust 
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