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BUSHWOOD MANOR HOUSE 
Bushwood 
Private 

ARCHEOLOGICAL SITE 

18th century 

This large, five-part brick house, once noted for 

its main stair with trellised Chinese Chippendale balustrade, 

burned in 1934, and its bricks were used in the reconstruction 

of the 1676 State House at St. Mary's City. The hrick kitchen 

survived the 1934 fire. A new house has been built on the 

site. 

Bushwood Manor was originally part of St. Clement's Manor, 

grants to Thomas Gerrard of 1030 acres in 1639 and 6000 acres 

in 1642. Dr. Gerrard gave Bushwood to his daughter, ~usanna, 

when she married Robert Slye in 1652. It passed to their son, 

Gerard Slye, and then to his son, George Slye, who willed 

the Manor to his ne}Phew, Edmund Plowden, in 1773. 
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11.', NAME 
,.. . ., 
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COMMON1 /) 

ooJ n ltt o .. (Bushwood, Bushwood Manor House) J d 
AN OI O" HISTOR1 C• 

lz. LOCATION > ' • r. 

STR&ET ANO NUM•C"1 

Maddox Road (MD 238) 
CITY O" TOWN1 

Bushwood 
ST A TIC ICOUNTV r 

Marv land St. Mary's 
13· CLASSIFICATIOK . ~· '': . 

CATEGORY 
OWNERSHIP STATUS 

ACCESSIBLE 
(Check On•) TO THE PUBLIC 

0 Olatrlct 0 Bulldlng 0 Put.lie Pultllc Acqulaltlon: 0 Occupied YH: 

0 Sit• 0 Structure 0 Prlvote 0 In Proc•H 0 Unoccupied 0 RHtrlcted 

0 Oltfect 0 Both 0 Being Conalclerecl 0 p,.Hrvotlon work 0 Unreatrlcted 

In progr••• 0 No 

P"ICSltN T USE (Check One or Mon •• Approptlete) 

0 Agrlculturol 0 Govern-nt 0 Pork 0 Tronaportotlon 0 Co"""ents 

0 c--rciol 0 lncluatriol 0 Private RHldence 0 Other (Spoclly) 

0 Educotlonol 0 Miiitary 0 Rellgloua 

0 Entertainment 0 Mu••um 0 Scientific 

f4. OWNER OF PRQPERTY ,·" x 

OWNER'S N .. ME: 

Eli~. ~__,?L c. 
STR~CT "NO NUMBltl'l1 

Cl TY 01'1 TOWN: 'STATE: I 
lS. l.OCATIONOF LEGAL DESCRIPTION ' .iv~ 

COUl'ITHOUS&, REGISTl'IY OF DEEDS. CTC1 

St . Mary's County Courthouse 
STl'l&ltT AND NUMBlt1'11 

Washington Street and Courthouse Drive 
CITY OR TOWN: I STATE I Leonardtown Maryland 
ritle Reference of CnrrP-nt Doon ( 'Rnf'\ 'Ir & Pa • j) ! 

•'~ Jtf PRESENTATION IN EXlUIHG SURV!\'S >( .1• 
TITLC OF SUl'IVCY• 

DAT& 01" 9URVCY: 0 Feclerol 0 Stole 0 County 0 Local 
bCPOllTOl'IV FOl'I SURVCV RECOl'IDt1 

STl'tCltT AND NUM•CR1 

CITY OR TOWN: rTATE1 I 
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0 ~1tcellent 0 Good 0 Fair 0 Deteriorated 
CONDITION 
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0 Pre-Columltlon 0 16tfl Century 

0 15th Century 0 17fh Cenfury 

IPE.C, ,.., c DA TE.ISi (fl Appllc•f>le •nd Kno""1) 

A"EAS OF' SIGNIF'ICANClt (Clleclr One °' Mare ee l\pproprl•te) 

Ab0<l9lnol 0 Educoflon 

0 PrehlalO<lc 0 EngirMering 

0 Hla~ric 0 lnduatry 

0 Agrl cu ltu,. 0 Invention 

0 Architecture 0 Londa cope 

0 Alt Architecture 

0 c--c• 0 Llterotur• 

0 c ...... unlcotlona 0 Mllitory 

0 Conaervatlon 0 Mualc 
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0 18th Century 

0 19th c ... tury 

Poll ti col 

Religion/Phi. 

loaophy 

Science 

Sculpture 

Socoel/Humon· 

itorian 

Th.oter 

Tronaportotlon 

S'/'1 -1/o 

0 20th Century 

0 Urbon Plo~nlng 

0 Other (Speclty) 
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r 10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA l<. 0 c. f4t ·,P 0 , tV 't ct vi\./\ . 
LATITUOE ANO L.ONQITUOE COOROINATts LATITUDE ANP LONGITUDE COORDINATES ·-

OltFININ G A RECTANGLE L.OCA TIN!; THE P"OPltRTY 0 OltFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY 

R OF LESS THAN Tll:N ACRES 

OORNER L A TITUDE LONGITUOlt L A TITUDE LONGITUDE 

Oegr••• MlnulH Second• Degrees Mlnul•• Second• Degrees Minute• Seconds Degrees Minutes S.c:ond• 
NW 0 . . 0 . . 0 . . 0 . . 
NE 0 . . 0 . . 
SE 0 . . 0 . . 
<.w 0 . . 0 . . 

APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED P"OPE"TY 1 
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ORGANIZATION l0 ATtt r 7d 
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ST. MARY'S COUNTY 

The Chinese-Chippendale stairway of 
Busnwoon was destroyed when the man- f 
sion burned on January 3, 1934. "Bush
wood" was built on St. Clement's ~Ianor 
and was the home of Robert Slye, Speaker 
of the Lower House of Assembly in 1658. 
The Council of :llaryland met here in 
1659. The house remained in the Slye 
family until 1773 when it was devised to 
Edmond Plowden. It was 132 feet long. 

The DAVIS HousE has double chim
neys with two-storey pents at each gable 
end. Although the main house is of frame, 
the curtain and kitchen are of brick, an 
unusual combination. 

The kitchen fireplace at TunoR HALL 
(1760) was built in 18!l0 when extensive 
additions were made in the house. Here 
lived the Key family of which Francis 
Scott Key was a member. 
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