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Bushwood Manor Tenant House 
Bushwood 
St. Mary's County, Md. c, 1908 

This two story, two bay balloon frame house was built 
in 1908 for a black tenant family on Bushwood Manor. A 
comparison of the construction, size, design, room arrange­
ment, and decorative features of this house and of the earlier 
slave house reveal the changes and the continuities in housing 
conditions among landless black families from the antebellum 
19th century to the turn of the 20th . 
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This two story house faces south. It is located on the 
west side of a farm road on Bushwood Manor that is rarely 
used now. Fields were once cultivated nearby. The site 
is located about 200 yards northeast of the main house, 
and about 300 yards N.E. of the slave duplex. The gable 
end of the main block serves as the facade and consists 
of two bays, a side door and a window located at the mid-
point between the door and east corner A two room 
(kitchen and storage room) addition was attached to the 
western side of the main block. A shed porch supported 
by posts extends across the front of both sections and 
is now falling down. 

The stucture is balloon frame and is supported above 
the ground~ithout basement)by brick pilings and log posts. 
The members are attached with wire nails thoughout, and 
sheathed by unpainted l" x 6" weatherboards. The doors 
are plain, store-bought panel doors in plain frames. 
The windows contain double hung sashe~with 6 x 6 lights. 
The windows upstairs are similar, and~much larger than 
those in the earlier slave house on Bus~~ood Manor. 

The A roof is oriented in a N-S direction, is covered 
with tar-paper, and is supported by balloon frame trusses. 
The eaves are boxed with milled boards without decorative 
features. 

Inside, the two downstairs rooms were firs~the sitting 
room>with the parents' bedroom in the rear. Tne bo•ed 
quarter-turn stair case with landing led up to the two 
rooms corresponding in placement to those below. The most 
decorative feature in the house was the pressed tin used 
to clad the walls and ceiling downstairs. It was ~ainted 
green, and at one time would have been quite colorgul, 
but it is now rusting badly. A brick stove flue ascends 
the west wall. Into it openings were cut for pipes from 
the kitchen and from the sitting room indicating the use 
of stoves in each. There is no evidence of a fireplace. 
The upstairs was unheated. 
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According to Joseph Ellis, the owner and descendant 
of the 19th century owners of the property, this house 
was built in 1908 as a tenant house for black families 
who worked the land. The stuctural evidence supports 

his date. 

The design of this house, and the materials and the methods 
of construction, provide an informative comparison to those 
of the earlier slave duplex on the farm. Like the earlier 
house, the de~n is straightforward, and the materials 
low-cost. But the design of this house is for a single 
family, and all the materials mass-produced. 
There were also more rooms to serve specialized 
functions. 
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
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The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe­
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(301) 267-1438 
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