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OCEAN HALL 
Bush wood 

late 17th century (altered) 

Private 
After extensive architectural recording of this structure, it is believed that 
the brick walls constitute one of several structures erected by Robert Slye, a 
wealthy Chesapeake merchant, assemblyman and judge, on his Bushwoo? 
Manor tract about 1671. Either the interior was never completed o_r tt 
stood vacant for such a period of time as to require a complete renovation. 
In either case the structure was altered in the early 18th century by the 

introduction of a completely new interior which included the walls. floors. 
and roof. The most unique feature of the house is the manner in which the 
roof framing was constructed. It is the only recorded'. upp&r-GYUCk. roof ~et ..!J. t) nl 
in the United States. Two pairs of curved timbers positioned close to the "1 
center of the house rest on tie beams spanning the depth of the house and 
support a heavy ridge pole where they (the crocks) intersect at the roof 
ridge. The roof rafters are supported by massive purlins which are secured 

. to the outside face of the crock blades by notched. applied, cradle-like 
br--ackef~ The change in the roof ridge as a result of the introduction of this 

later roof is reflected in the slight widening of the original gable walls. 
The only room that retains its 18th century interior finishing is 

that at the west side. ground floor. The walls are completely sheathed in 
rectangular fielded panels with a heavy molded cornice. An 18th century 
overmantel painting naively depicts what is believed to have been a local 
river-landing scene. The remainder of the interior of the house is of the 
early and late 19th century. A one-story porch and later frame additions to 
one end were constructed circa 1890-1900. 

. . This property has been included on tire National Register of 
Histonc Places. Unized States Department of the Interior. 



st?q.-111 
OCEAN HALL 
Bushwaod 

ARCHEOLOGICAL SITE 

18th century 

A large 18th century trash pit filled with domestic 
-trash has been half excavated at this site. The ebjects 
feund are en display at the St. Clement's Island and Petomac 
River Museum. From a deed of transfer a drawing survives 
showing another wing to the house, perhaps an earlierJ17th 
century portien. 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) f">HYSICAL APPEARANCl:--

f_1: Original Sire 

Ocean Hall is situate~d~>l.il..~~~u 
(Wharf) , L-.H4 es southwest____ 
and Bushwood Road. 

side of Bushwood Road at Bushwoo<l 
intersection of Md. routes 239 

Although the original house is believed to have been built circa 1670, 
successive alterations were made to the initial structure in the early 
eighteenth, late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. The extent of 
these alterations have made a definitive interpretation of the building 
difficult at the present time. 

Of the original house only the brick, Flemish bond exterior walls remain. 
It is almost impossible to identify precisely the locations and dimensions 
of the original window openings. 111e only opening that appears undisturbc 
is the centered doorway of the north facade elevation. A similar doorway 
exists in more or less the same position on the south, river, facade. 
However, this door has been repositioned slightly to the right of the 
original opening, an alteration that may have been made circa 1725, at the 
time of the extensive interior alterations, The windows of the north and 
south elevations, enlarged and apparently repositioned about 1725, are 
larger than average for window openings of this period; the present 12/12 
sashes are a nineteenth century replacement of the originals. The extent 
of the alterations to the two principal facades, in addition to a thin 
stucco and several layers of paint, makes the use of such evidence to in
terpret change extremely difficult. 

The two windows of the west end elevation, also of 12/12 sash are ncitl1er 
original nor from the circa 1725 alterations; the front and rear facades, 
as well as the west end, arc covered by deep verranda, added about 1900. 
The elongated decorative drops of the west end barge boards date from this 
addition. The roof is of an "A" frame plan with the ridge terminating 
with single, flush gable, interior chimneys at each end. Both chimneys 
retain plaster necking bands, a decorative feature seen in Tidewater 
Maryland architecture throughout the late seventeenth and eighteenth 
centuries. The three peaked roof dormers on both the front and rear 
slopes of the roof are all lite nineteenth century additions; there is no 
evidence of any earlier dormer windows. 

' About 1910, a one story, two part frame wing was added to the east end of 
the house. ;rhe one story, one room addition on the southeast corner of 
the south facade is even more recent. 

In plan, the first floor of Ocean Hall consists of a central hall flanked 
by a single room on each side. It is believed that when the interior w:1s 

rebuilt (or extensively altered) about 1725, the floor plan configuration 
was a hall and parlor, a two room plan typical of this region thruughout 
the seventeenth and early eighteenth ccnturi cs. The c · :-irrg west roo111 
retains its original dimensions as w of its crior finishings. 
The present ormed by rti t ion h·al 1 
about_3.>Jl iginal partition 

(see continuation sheet #1) 
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Ocean llall 

~o. 7. Description Continued. 

wall about ten feet east of the first witl1 a stair along the original part
ition 1,·all. Both of the latter alterations probably occured about 1825 
since all interior moldings and the general design of the stair are of th:it 
period. Unusu?l but not unique features retained in the east room are win~ 
cabinets and linen drai.:ers beneath the north windows. The stair is interest-: 
ing because the second flight is positioned away from the east partition h·:iJ l·, 
between that wall and the first flight and is, in fact, free standing. ln I 
the attic are two large bed chambers as wel 1 as a sma 11 storage room off th0 I 
short hall at the head of the stair. In the attic, the interior finishings, I 
including plaster and lath, doors, mantl~·, sash and other woodwork, inJic:it-

1 

ed a late 19th century renovation. These rooms had been finished at ~n ' 
earlier date as eave wall studs were found positioned behind the exist.i11g 
studs, the former bearing traces of lath or sheathing nails. It may bl' con
cluded from the repositioning of the wall studs at the south side that the 
rooms were slightly altered in width in order to provide them with storage 
areas within the eaves along the south walls. 

Of all the rooms in the house only the first floor west room retains anv 
of its original work and this, for the exception of the existing mant~. 
is complete. The walls are sheathed with fielded panels set between still'" ; 
bearing quarter round moldings to frame the panels. Above the r.iouldeJ ch:iir-1 
rail the panels are rectangular in shape and regularly spaced. !\arrow fi c Id
ed panels are set horizontally over the window openings as wel 1 as ovC'r ::nd I 
around the overmantlfe panel and the fireplace opening.* The upper cJge 0f thl 
baseboard i·S heavily molded and .there is a deep, six part, cc.>] ling c0rni cc. 
The mant~~, of the Federal period,is a later installation, probably rcpJ;ic
ing a bolection type of enframement used there originally. The mantif· is of 
an excel lent design, however, h'i th a deeply carved be,9 molding beneath thC' i 
shelf and reeded panels on the frieze and reeded pilaJ:e-rs. On the end h lock. 
of the frieze above the pilasters are carved, oval sunbursts. The present 
fireplace opening, corresponding to the size of the manttie, is somewhat 
smaller than the original opening. That earlier aperature had a segmental I 
arch, rounded interior side \\·alls, and an inset smoke channel. AhoH' thL' 

fireplace i·s an over-man't!Je painting probably executed_ by an indenturcll 
servant or it~nerant artist. Tt Jcp]cts a \,•;itcrscape, the subj<'ct of which 
may have been'the old l\icomico l\'harf nearby (now the BushwooJ l\'harf). Thl' 
painting depicts several individuals, a dog and a farm cart in the fore
ground, as wel 1 as a river, a wharf, :rnd h'hat appears to be an Engl i sli, 
cargo ship. Judging by the costumes uf the fi gurcs :wcl other dcta i I .s th i ·. 
painting was probably done between 1720 - 1740. 

It is not yet known whether ;.in earlier inter]or of Ocean II;il 1 w:1s ..:.c,;npl<'l•·d 
at the time of the exterior walls were finished. The possibility cxi st s 
that the house was never completed and stood as a vacant shell until rc-

(see continuation sheet #2) 

*except over the two west windows which were installed at a 1 ;.it er d'.JlY .: 1-'. ·1 
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\o. 7. Description continued. 

newed efforts tm-:ard its completion as an inhabitable dwelling 1verc 1;1:1dc 

some years later. Another possibility is that the interior of the first 
house had to be replaced. It is known that Robert Syle, builder of Khat 
is believed to be this house, re.turned to England for an extended dsi t 
shortly after::.1670 mention of "his ne1.; house." !'-ievertheless, it is ccrt:1i"' 
that the interior framing is not contemporary to the exterior ,,·alls. Th;~ 
is particularly e\·idenced in the obvious change in the roof pitch o\·er 1-:h:;: 
h'as originally intended when the outer walls were built. This change j s 
easily discernab le in the brick work of both gables of the house. T t i .s 
also fairly certain that the roof framing is contemporary to the paneling Lf 
the first floor "·est room since the joining of the framing members and other 
structural details show a firm relationship between the two. 

The framing system of the roof of Ocean Hall is more generally JefineJ 3s 

a crucked roof, one that employs massive curved upright timbers to support 
a ridge pole which, in turn, supports the remaining roof framing memhcrs. 

Although the roof framing system employed in constructing the roof of Ckc:1:. 
Hall derives from the medieval architecture of western and southwcstcn1 
Engl_and, the roof 1vas built in the early eighteenth century, by which ti1:1c
such difficult methods of construction had generally been supercedcd by 
simpler framing systems. It has been theorized that such systems 1,·cn.' u~c.: 

by seventeenth-century builders in the mid-Atlantic colonies al tlwugh lh' 

kno1,·n examples from that century survive. It cannot be proven that the sysL .. ~ 
as used at-· Ocean Hall represents a development of cruck framing w:ithin the 
colonies or whether it represents a unique import by an immigr:mt hui 1 dcr. 
In either case, the building would be significant; if a development of ;rn 
existing and know medieval framing method, it shows that such mcthoJs µcr
sisted into the eighteenth century; if an import, it shows the diversit)' o: 
ideas being introduced into the colonies. 

Only t1rn pairs of cruck blades, hewn from an oak tree, are used. They arc 
positioned near the cen;ter ·of the house and are spaced approximate 1 y tC'n 
feet apart. The bases of the crucks are mortised and tenoned into the 
upper surfac~ of tie beams that are supported at the ends by channc l ~ 011 
the north and south walls just below the wall plates. The top of the tic 
beams are level with the top of the first floor ceiling joists but their 
bottom face extends several inches below the base line of the joists. (TL 
tie beams are now enclosed within the existing partition walls of t!H~ fir..:;: 
floor.) The base of the cruck bl aJcs are posj tiu11cJ less tli;111 1111t f•,ut 
inside the interior face of the brick walls :mJ. begin their most prn11c11111t·<- I 

curvC' toward the center Ii ne of the house about one and Olll' ha If feet ;1ho\·· 

their springing. After narrowing in width as they rise, they arc J appcJ ;Eid 

secured 1•i th wood pins where they intersect at the roof ridge; a l drgc ri J ·v 
pole is supported in the resultant notch. The ends of the ridge poles ;ire 

(see continuation sheet #3) 
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inserted into supportive niches provided for this purpose on the chimney 
stacks of the end Kalls. Halfway up the outside face of each cruck hlaJe :~ 
a shaped cradle secured in position with wood pins; the cradle supports a 
purl in, the ends of which are supported by the brick end walls. -The roof 
collars, normally rafter supporting members, are lapped and pinned into th(· 
underside of the purl in. It is not known ho1<.· the rafter ends were j oincd 
to the ~all plates since they were cut off above the mortise, lap, or butt 
marks at a later date. The wall plate along the south wall, at present the 
only accessible place at the eaves level, has also been disturbed and, in 
parts, replaced . 
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Although the extent of the alterations to the original Ocean Hall have 
made the structural interpretation of the building difficult, they have 
not destroyed the basic architectural significance found in a possibly 
unique American example of cruck roof framing and the well-preser\'cJ 
features of the ground floor room, Continued study is planned to est~bllsl1 
more firmly the initial appearance of the building, as well as tc dcfinL' 
the extent, type, and significance of all alterations. 

As of this date studies of the land history of this property indicate th:1t 
the original Ocean Hall (constituting the outer brick walls of the e:xisti 11; 
house) was built circa 1670 by or at the direction of Robert Slye, the 
politically active and wealthy owner of Bushwoo<l Manor.* 

The Archives of l\lary land record a meeting on !\larch 3, 1660 of tlw I' ri \·:· 
Coundl at Bushwood (then Wicomico) for the purpose of establj sh i ng :t 

mint. It is known that a mint was built on a site near here but its 
period of operation was brief and by 1708 the building had disappcarcJ. 

During the same month that the Council met another,more infamous meet in:-: 
\,as held at Bushwood (1Vicom1co) during the course of \,Jn ch .Josi.is rc11J,1 l l, 
an early political activist anxious to overthrow the Calvert's co11trol or· 
the proprietary government, issued a proclamation declaring the inJcpc11tlt'11c -
of :'laryland and his deviously acquired position as governor of the nciv 
republic. Both were short. lived, however, for by the close of thL' yc:11· 
control of the Maryland colony \vas restored to the Calvert fa111ily h'ith the 
accession of Charles .II to the English throne. 

* Initially a part of Dr. 1110mas Garrard's, ca 1630 - ca JGSu, 
16,000 acre St. Clemcntls Manor 
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SM-111 Bushwood (now •ocean Hall•) Constructed Fall
Winter, 1703? 

Bushwood Lodge is a well built, generously scaled version of 
the Chesapeake hall, parlor, and central passage dwelling. This 
brick building is five bays long {54' 6" by 22' 4") and one and a 
third stories high: the roomy attic has two large chambers and a 
small chamber over one end of the passage. The house's glory is 
its roof. As the dwelling is a story and a fraction high, the 
carpenters could not bind the rafter feet together with plates 
resting on the ceiling joists {the roof plates are l' 7" above 
the attic floor). To keep the roof from spreading the tops of 
the walls, the housewright used an upper cruck roof frame--arched 
principal rafters that curve down parallel to the walls to tenon 
in to the heavy passage partition tie beams. A ridge piece and 
pu r- 1 ins 1 ink the cruck trusses and gable brick walls to support 
the common rafters. 

Gerard Slye, Jr., constructed Bushwood Lodge following his 
father's death early in 1703. The house stands near the site of 
the dwelling of his father and grandfather (both wealthy Potomac 
merchants). The present structure incorporates a few pit-sawn 
rafter fragments from a 17th-century structure demolished at that 
t i:ne. 

In 1979, opportunities for collecting dendrochronology 
samples were limited to the roof frame: the walls are brick, the 
floor frame had been replaced in the 19th century, and the 
ceiling and partitions were sealed with plaster, paneling, and 
flooring. From the wood samples collected in 1979, only a short 
( f crty year) key-year pat tern could be abs tr acted. Additional 
sa~ples are being collected at this time. When they are 
analyzed, a different tree-ring derived construction date may 
result. 

References: 

Ocean Hall, St. Mary's County, Maryland, Historic American 
Building Survey 

Cary Carson, "Structural History of Ocean Hall," 1981. 
Architectural File SM-111, St. Mary's City Commission 

H.J. Heikkenen, Personal communication 
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SM-111 Bushwood (now "Ocean Hall") constructed 

Bushwood is a well built, generously scaled version of the 
Chesapeake hall, parlor, and central passage dwelling. The 
building is constructed of brick, five bays long (54'6" by 22'4"), 
and one and a third stories high. The roomy attic has two large 
chambers and a sJ11.all chamber over one end of the passage. The 
glory of the house is its roof. As the dwelling is a story and 
a fraction high the carpenters could not bind the rafter feet 
together with plates resting on the ceiling joists (the roof 
plates are 1

1
7" above the attic floor) • To keep the roof from 

spreading the tops of the walls, the housewright used an upper 
cruck roof frame--arched principal rafters that curve down 
parallel to the walls to tenon into the heavy passage partition 
tie-beams. A ridge piece and purlins link the cruck trusses and 
gable brick walls to support the comn>n rafters. 

Bushwood's builder was (either the greatest 17th-
century Maryland merchant or one of his descendents. I will 
complete paragraph after you furnish date.) 

In 1979, opportunities for collecting dendrochronology 
samples were limited to the roof frame: the walls are brick, the 
floor frame had been replaced in the 19th century and the ceil
ing and partitions were sealed with plaster, paneling, and 
flooring. Fortunately (except for the plates), virtually all 
of the roof frame is original oak with numerous waney edges. 

(Description of samples, catalogue, etc.) 

References: Ocean Hall, St. Mary's County, Maryland 1 Historic 
American Building Survey 

Cary Carson et al., SM-111, Architectural Files, St. 
Mary's City Commission 
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South gable Flomllh bond 
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II 0 II 10 Ill 

•••••"' CARY CARSON I CHINH HOANG 1171 
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OPPICS Of' A•CMSOLoeT ANO M .. TOlllC PllS .. llYATION 

UllD•ll OtRSCTION OP TM• NATlONA~ PAll•NllYICS. 
UNITCD •TATCS DCPAllTM&NT OP TM• INTKJttOlt BUSH WOOD 

I 

EAST ELEVATION 

NAM& AND l.OCATION OP •TllUCTUll• 

OCEAN HALL 
ST. MARY'S COUNTY 

l 

!!.£!.!!• 

MARYLAND 

• 1?:T:,•r~1lghtened for tran1am 

• ,..lad Ill window• In original openings. 
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CARY CARSOO CHINH HOANG 1971 

YLAND Hl::-.u.:.-~ICAL='~:,'llUST. 
..... tel ... ••cH&O\.CMY ..... Ml•T•••c •••••vaTtoN 
-··· •1•&CTtON M THI NATIOtlAI. PA•• N•VICI. 

UlllTI• 9TATl•DllPA•TIHNT OP TH& IMT&•tO" 
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BUSH WOOD 

1/4" • 1° • 0° 
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WEST ELEVATION 

NAMOCEAN°"HALULU"I 
ST. MARY'S COUNTY 

I 
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NOTES 
--:-onr - - of •tot ploto lo or19inal. z.vz a 314 a 2" 

(delp) mortlcM lflCIOod 12' apart ( and Pet9ld -r fourth 
marloo) . Prollablr UMd to ...- -•Ice to plote . 

I • ::::::.!tt:r i:..-ca::::-, r-°" CClltlll art unwathor9d. 

- Mottw fragm111t1 ~ .- and lhlrd win-• 1ugg11t 
roofl or pediment• ( 1ubl..,111t to cornice l. 

2 - Blocliod window on orlgtnal otalr londlft9 . 
:S - Seate for lallr porch roof out out of llrlclll-k. 

- Nlnll•nlh • conturr dormon pnillalltr roplaco -lier dorm.-w. 
4 - Window enlarged Into doorwar . 
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I - Location of oarllor ( probablr orlglnal I partition 

and 1talrca 11 . 
2 - Elglltunth - conturr otalr panollng 1torod under 

lator 1talro facing north . 
3 - Drawer under window lodge. 
4 - Botti• 1toraoo under hinged window l1do1 . 
5 - S- In llaor boord1. 

•••••., CARY CARSON I CHINH HOANG 1976 
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GROUND PLAN 
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llRIC/(#QIM' FRAMC WALLS 
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I - Plattwtd llrlcli-k lncllcaltt 

oi-1e ill all lour oornw1. 
2 - ham In floor boardt . 

••••• n CNIY CARSDN/CHINH HOANG 1971 
ST. MARY'S CITY COMMISSION 
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UNIT•• aTATla DSPA•TM•NT OP THC INTl•IO" 

Pr11tnct of clamp 
nol dtttrmlntcl 

Wrouglil nall1 probably left from 
thort atud ovtr door head 

Clamp to ·- tormw 
around floor partition 

1tud1 wrOUQhl nailed 

( 
~ 
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--

-

~ 

; 0 

f----Ct uck blade 
mort1c11. 

I 

~-Ht adbeom o.w 
north partition. 

ORIGINAL fRAMING OF STAIRWELL 

ATTIC PLAN 

BUSHWOOD 

• ~ 
MARYLAND 
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" 

FRAME WALLS 

PERIOD : 'new' 1671wc.1700 
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Eaot ond .
porClhtt .,,., c. 1120 

••••• •• CARY CARSON I CHINH HOANG 1976 
. M 

MARYLAND HISTORICAL Tll IT 
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lndlcato orlglncl d oorwor 
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