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S M -120A RIVER VIEW LOG HOUSE 
Oakley 
Private 

early 19th century 

Standing almost adjacent to the eastern wing 

(kitchen) of the main house, this deteriorated 

log house was built as a single-unit dwelling for 

slaves. Its gable end brick chimney has been 

removed. Among its features are two commonly 

found in slave and tenant houses in St. Mary's County: 

two small plain windows closed by plank shutters 

and upright posts used as buttresses for the 

log walls . 



MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST 
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fi'.AGI # 1q120A5405 

INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY 

DNAME 
HISTORIC 

R"jV-;;'R"/T"'k'·,., Fa" m. 
AND/OR COMMON 

fjLOCATION 
STREET & NUMBH! 

Riverview RC.. (Burch Road) 
c1TY. TOWN Oatlev 

CI emei1ts ~ v1c1N1TY m Abell 
STATE 

~/;.aryland 

DcLAss1FICATION 

CATEGORY 

_DISTRICT 

_BUILDING(SI 

bTRUCTURE 

_SITE 

_OBJECI 

OWNERSHIP 

_PUBLIC 

)PRIVATE 

_BOTH 

PUBLIC ACQUISITION 

_IN PROCESS 

_BEING CONSIDERED 

II OWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME 

Colin Foot Burche 
STREET & NUMBER 

Riverview Re. 
CITY. TOWN 

STATUS 

_OCCUPIED 

bNOCCUPIED 

_WORK IN PROGRESS 

ACCESSIBLE 
~YES RESTRICTED 

_YES. UNRESTRICTED 

_NO 

Bakley ..x.. v1c1N1TY oF 

0LOCATION OF·LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE. 

REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC St. Mary's County Courthouse 

STREET & NUMBER 

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

COUNTY 

k Ste Karv's Count¥ 

PRESENT USE 

__AGRICULTURE _MUSEUM 

_COMMERCIAL _PARK 

_EDUCATIONAL _PRIVATE RESIOENC! 

_ENTERTAINMENT _RELIGIOUS 

_GOVERNMENT _SCIENTIFIC 

_INDUSTRIAL - _TRANSPORTATIOI\ 

_MILllARY )(cTHER 

Telephone #: 

STATE , zip coae 
Md.. 

Liber #: 
Folio #: j j...; r_. 

Washington Street, and Courthouse Drive 
CITY. TOWN 

Leonard tow 
STATE 

Maryland 

IJREPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

DATE 

DEPOSITORY FOR 
SURVEY RECORDS 

CITY. TOWN 

-FEDERAL __.STATE _COUNTY -.LOCAL 

STATE 



_EXCELLEW 

_GOOD 

_FAIR 

:;t:oETERIORATEC 

_RUINS 

_ UNEXPOSED 

CH:';CK ONE 

_UNAL1EREO 

,;iALTERED 

CHECK ONE 

PRIGINAL SITE 

_MOVED DATE __ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL OF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The present owner is the great erandson of the antebellum 19th 

century owner of the plantation, and according to fa'Ilily traditior.., 

ttis dwelling was the ouarters for the house servants. 
- has 

The structure is nov-.' abandoned and :ts ;o deteriorated that it 
e..A!'T 

was too dangerous to entera It stands in a row tc the of the 

mc..2-:-. r.ouse next to the kitchen, as shown on the attached diagram. 

The structure is a one bay,log house sheathec in vertical boards 

and covered by an A roof that was originall~- wood shingles but 

thi~ is now tar pa~ered. One doorway, centered in the south 

wall, leads into the house; there is no back door. On either side 

of the door stand exposed 5~1·uds pe££ed into the logs, presumably 
A. simi ar -- -

to support the walls. -- - kind of support system was also seen in 

the slave cab~ns at Gresham in Anne Arundel County and it Blair's 

Purchase and Satterley, bo~h in St. ~ary's County • The plates are 

pe££ed ~n~e-~Re- at the corners into the logs of the walls im­

mediately below, as shown in one of the photograpsh. 

No foundations re:nain. On the eaU gable end, a brict~ chimney 

once stood but has since been removed. On the west gable end and 

or. the north wall (rear) wirY'ow ope±ir..zs had been cu.t. In the northern AN'""'''' 1!'.:- ce,..•7i..1ty Fe~,,.,-r;; J..,-,.,f; (ie,...,.-:i; Fr~,...-,.,,, if•A'''-:J7><u.cT .. "tJwF1r ~T7,.<-Hlii"D tJy c1<.7 N11-as 
·::all f'. · · into a log above the window ope:fuing, sug-

gesting t!!at a. wooden shutter had bee::-. used., the kind that w swings 

up and out and is then propped in place •. 

Both of the window openings are s~all so the interior 

wou~have received li~tle sunlight. 

The interior consists of one open roo~. I~o floorboards remain, 

though the prese~t owner does remember ~ a floor inside. 

The floorboards of ~he upstairs are SLlFPort~by exposed puncheons. 
The loft is reached by a lad.2.er and c::·r:.sists. of one room -,.,,tJti 

l'lO he 2.::-'t:-.. 

The structure measures 17'8" x 15'8" and is ~. 16' tall. In design
1 

constructrll.on, and dimensions this d·Nelling is typical of slave 

cabins erected in southern ri:aryland in the nineteenth century. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 

---------·-----------



El SIGNIFICANCE 5M-120A 

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUST!F'-' E: El-0\\ 

_PREHISTORIC _.ARCHEULUGY-PREHISTORIC _COMMUNITY PLANNING _LANDSCAPE ARCr-< TECTURE _RELIGION 

_ 1400-1499 _.ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC _CONSERVATION _LAV. _SCIENCE 

_ 1500-1599 _.AGRICULTURE _ECONOMICS _LITERATURE _SCULPTURE 

_ 1600-1699 _.ARCHITECTURE _EDUCATION _MILITARY _SOCIAUHUMANITARIAN 

_1700-1799 _.ART _ENGINEERING _MUSIC _THEATER 

_ 1800-1899 _COMMERCE _EXPLORATION!SETILEMENT _PHILOSOPHY _TRANSPORTATION 

_ 1900- _COMMUNICATIONS _INDUSTRY _POLITICS/GOVERNMENT _OTHER !SPECIFY! 

_INVENTIOI\ 

SPECIFIC DATES ~ ft. ~UILDER/ARCHITECT 
I - 2 i:...tti1£&-11- t.~.., 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFldANCE #. / 

pt.t.C- ,'IJ/y ~19 T& If'- t 't.11171.A'Y 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 

-----I 



5f1 ·- rzoA 

IJMAJOR 2::~IOGR/'1.PHICAL REFERENCES 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 

lliJGEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY _______ _ 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

[[IFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME /TITLE 

G.t o~ t f,J) m tJ> 1rW, ·J 2 /? t 

STREET & NUMBER .:fELEPHONE 

J 2 LJ . 
CITY OR TOWN 

g,,t..7Jml>LC. 

Jo,,, Jf'J- J( YI 
STATE 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act·of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe­
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 

PS· 1108 
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