S M -120A RIVER VIEW LOG HOUSE early 19th century

Oakley
Private
Standing almost adjacent to the eastern wing
(kitchen) of the main house, this deteriorated
log house was built as a single-unit dwelling for
slaves. Its gable end brick chimney has been
removed. Among its features are two commonly
found in slave and tenant houses in St. Mary's County:
two small plain windows closed by plank shutters
and upright posts used as buttresses for the

log walls.
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. CLLLLTION CHEZCK ONE CHECK ONE

— __EXCELLENT JDETERIORATEE —UNALTERED ZORIGINAL SITE
__GOOD _RUINS SALTERED __MOVED DATE
__FAIR —_UNEXPOSED

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL {IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The present owner is the great grandson of the antebellum 19th

century owner of the plantation, and eccording to family tradition,
this dwelling was the quarters for thechouse servants,

The structure is now abandoned andn%é so0 deteriorated Egat it
was 100 dangerous to enter. It stands in a row to the A of the
mair nouse next to the kitchen, as shown on the attached diagram.
The structure 1s a one bay,log house sheathed in vertical boards

ct
and covered by an A roof that was originally wood shingled but

n the south

[N
'...l -

thas is now tar papered. One dcorway, centere
wall, leads into the house; there is no back door. On eidther side
of the door stand exposed siuds pegged into t lozs esuma

t pg g4, 5tuds pesg the logs, presumably
to support the walls. kind of support system was also seen in

the slave cabins at Gresham in Anne Arundel County and &%t Blair's

— Furchase and Sotterley, bouh in St. Mary's County . The plates are
pesgec rais-zshe- at the corners into the logs 6f the walls im-

e

o}
mediately below, as shown in one of the photograpsh.,.
Fa

1
undations remain. On the eag 3 gable end, a brick chimney
o)

NG o]
once stood but has since been removed. On the west gable end _and
onn the north wall (rear) wl 2ow onetinzs had been cut. In the northern
AN FRzGYy idrr cenTury Feesnsed hinfE [Rem:ivep Flom—Ar FaZifl STRACTwEE) WAS A TTACHED By Cu7 mNadls
vall y ) inte z loz above the window opemning, sug-
gesting that =z wooden shutter had been used, the kxind that w swings
up d out and is then propped in place, 5 ' o 3

Eoth of the window openings are small so the interior
would have received little sunlizht.
The interior consists of one open room, Lo floorboards remain,
though the present owner does remember * e a floor inside.
The floorboards of the upstzirs ars surpor tkby exposed puncheons,

The loft is rezched by a ladisr and consists of one room wii

[

no hezrth,
The structure measurss 17'8" x 15'8" and is c. 16' tall., In design,
construction, and dimensions this dwelling is typical of slave

cabine erected in southern Maryland in the nineteenth century.
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ELJGEOGRAPHICAL DATA

ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE COUNTY
STATE _ COUNTY
E81FORM PREPARED BY
NAME / TITLE ' :
Gtorse L 1D g o 2 /2¢
ORGANIZHTION DATE
C tnTn rrsion Y Adne ))mtn,tuu 3 .Z.\Amu ﬁv.r;o&» Y bt?2use
STREET & NUMBER JELEPHONE
/2 W. Maprecen S7. For-2f2- I ¥
CITY OR TOWN : STATE
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act'of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438
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