
Maryland Historical Trust 
State Historic Sites Inventory Form 

1. Name (indicate pref erred name} 

historic Susquehanna (18 St 399) 

and/or common 

2. Location 

Survey No. Sm 140 

Magi No. 
1901407213 

DOE _yes x no 

street & number PATuxent River Naval Air Station, Cedar Point Road _not for publication 

city, town Lexington Park 

state 
Maryland 

3. Classification 
Category 
__ district 
_ bullding(s) 
__ structure 
__±___site 

_object 

Ownership 
-X- public 
_private 
_both 
Public Acquisition 
_in process 
_ being considered 
~not applicable 

~ vicinity of 

county 

Status 
_occupied 
_ unoccupied 
_ work in progress 
Accessible 
_x_ yes: restricted 
_yes: unrestricted 
_no 

congressional district 

St. Mary's 

Present Use 
_ agriculture 
_commercial 
_ educational 
_ entertainment 
_ government 
_ industrial 
_military 

first 

_museum 
_park 
_ private residence 
_religious 
_ scientific 
-x- trans~iCWsed 
_other: 

4. Owner of Property (give names and mailing addresses of~ owners) 

Department of the Navy, U.S. Government 
name 

street & number telephone no. : 

city, town state and zip code 

5. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. liber 

street & number folio 

city, town state 

&. Representation in Existing Historical surveys 

title Inventory of historic sites in Calvert, Charles and St. Mary's Counties, Maryland. 

date 1980 x _federal _state _county __ local 

1>0sltory for survey records 21 State Cir. 

city, town 
Annapolis MD 

state 



7. Description 

Condition 
__ excellent 
__ good 
__ fair 

Check one 
__ deteriorated __ unaltered 
~ ruins __ altered 
__ unexposed 

Check one 
__ original site 
~moved date of move 

Survey No. 5 M " I '-It> 

1942 
-Hause removed to Michigan. 

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its 
various elements as it exists today. 



8. Significance Survey No. 5 M -J '10 

Period 
__ prehistoric 

- 1400-1499 
1500-1599 

_ 1600-1699 
-f 1700-1799 
_1800-1899 
__!___ 1900-

Specific dates 

Areas of Significance-Check and justify below 
__ archeology-prehistoric __ community planning __ landscape architecture __ religion 
~ archeology-historic __ conservation __ law __ science 
__ agriculture __ economics __ literature __ sculpture 
__ architecture __ education __ military __ social/ 
__ art __ engineering __ music humanitarian 
__ commerce __ exploration/settlement __ philosophy __ theater 
__ communications __ industry __ politics/government __ transportation 

__ invention __ other (specify) 

18th c, Builder/ Architect 

check: Applicable Criteria: A B c D 
and/or 

Applicable Exception: A B c D E F G 

Level of Significance: national state x local 

Prepare both a summary paragraph of significance and a general statement of history and 
support. 



9. Major Bibliographical References Survey No. 5 f'1 -/40 

Homeowner's Loan Association, Valuation Analysis and Conclusions (1942). 
Ms. on file, Southern Maryland Regional Preservation Center, St. Mary's City, MD. 

1 O. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property _________ _ 
Quadrangle name5olomons Island, MD Quadrangle scalel __ : 2_4_0_0_0 ___ _ 

UTM References do NOT complete UTM references 
l :) -·-

AL.i_J I I 1 I I I I I I ew I I I I I I I I I 
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing 

cLLJ ~I ~1~...._.~I ~I~_._ ................. D LJ_j I I I I 
E LLl I I I ~' ~_._.-....,...,_ F LIJ I I I 
G LJ_J I I I ~' ~_._.-....,...,_ H LJj I I I 
Verbal boundary description and justification 

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

state code county code 

state code county code 

11. Form Prepared By 

name/title Dennis J. Pogue 

Patuxent River Naval Air Station 5-1-83 
organization date 

street & number telephone 
863-3265 

city or town Patuxent MD 
state 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by 
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated 
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement. 

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and 
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of 
individual property rights. 

return to: Maryland Historical Trust 
Shaw House 
21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 269-2438 

PS-2746 



Sf1-14o 

Susquehanna1 

L.Q 

The site of Susquehanna (18 St 399) is located less than 

500 feet northwest of Cedar Point Road at approximately 40 feet 

above sea level, in a stand of woods one-quarter mile south of 

the Patuxent River near Fishing Point. The property on which the 

site is located had been occupied since the mid-17th century 

(patented in 1649) and a 17th-century house site may well be lo

cated nearby. Susquehanna house was dismantled in 1942 upon 

establishment of the Naval Air Station and was removed and rebuilt 

at Greenfield Village in Dearborn, f.'iichigan. Brick foundation 

remains, brick cellar walls, and two fireplace bases remain from 

that house -- apparently late 18th century or early 19th century 

in date. 

Susquehanna ::--.o_ise was a 1~--story frame dwelling, with brick 

foundation and partial brick-walled cellar, that originally con

sisted of a rectangular three-bay, one-room deep block, with a 

central chimney. It was later extended at one end by a one-bay 

addition and cross passage with exterior gable-end chimney. Two 

adjacent doorways were located in each long facade, at one gable 

end, and in the cross-passage. In 1942 open porches were located 

running the length of both long facades. Eight matching dormer 

windows were located on the roof, four to a side. 

Dating evidence for the structure is scarce; officials at 

Greenfield Village have represented it as a 17th-cent ury dwelling, 

but it seems much ~ore likely to date much later than that -

probably to the late 18th-mid-19th century. 
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MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST WORKSHEET 

NOMINATION FORM 
for the 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES, NATIONAL PARKS SERVICE 

11~~ N~Mt ' '®<>, " . ' .. " .... ~ ... , 

C:OMMON 1 ,,,. 
k'\YIY\~ )tt.S"j~\ °';>/ I<---

ANO/Oft HISTOl'IC1 

12. LOCATIOH 
STREET ANC' NUM81Cft1 

Ya.~·11"ii.t:t\ {\Jo.,..~ ~· · S~-o.hi~ 
C:ITY OR TOWN1 

Loh .. ·" j1 Pc.k 
STATE 

fut~ 
IC:OUNTY• 

Jf t~\0.11.t'5 
13. CL"SSI FICATtON . . \J .-

•> 

CATEGORY 
OWNERSHIP STATUS 

ACCESSIBLE 
(Ched: One) TO THE PUBLIC 

0 Dlalrlcl 0 Bulldlng 0 Public Public Acqulaltlon: 0 Occupied Yu: 

0 Sit• 0 StruCIU<• 0 Prlvoto 0 In Procou 0 Unoccupied 0 Roatrlctod 

0 Ob Jo ct 0 Both 0 Bolng Conaldored 0 Proaorvotlon wotk 0 Unroafficted 

In pro9reaa 0 No 

Piii E•EN T USE (Chee I< On• or,,,_ •• Approprlol•) 

0 Agrlcuhurol 0 Govorn-nl 0 Pork 0 Ttonaportatlon OComMonta 

0 Commorclal 0 lnduatrlol 0 Prlvot• Roaldonco 0 Other (Spoclt,) 

0 Educat lonol 0 Mllltary 0 Rollg ioua 

0 Enterta lnmont 0 Muaoum 0 Scientific .,. OWNER or PROPERTY ' -
t <»,NEft a NAME, 

u ---0 './ '9"YI ,...'1....... ~ 
STftEET AN O NUMBElll: 

CITY Oft TOWN1 ISTATE 1 I 
1.s. LOCATION Oir LEGAL DESCRIPTION ~ 

COURTHOU SE , lllEGISTftY 01' DEEDI, ll TC: I 

STREET AND NUM9Eft; 

C:ITV OR TOWN1 
!STATIC I 

l'itle Reference of Cnrr~nt n.i:>.:on (Rnn'lc & Pa '\ : 
14, IEPRHEHtATION IH EXISTING SURVEYS 

.. . 
( .r> . . , . 

TITLE 01' SUftVEY1 

DATE 01' 9UftVEY1 0 Foderal 0 Stato 0 County 0 Local 
DCPOllTOftY ,.Oft SUftVEY l'IEC:OftDI• 

STftllrET AND NUMeEft1 

C:ITY 0111 TOWN1 ISTAT1t1 I 

PS -709 



' 1. DESCRlntON . " .. ,c 

CONDITION 
0 Excellent 

(Ch•dr One) 

0 Good 0 Fair 0 Deteriorated 0 Ruin• :::J ·Une:irpoHd 

(Check One) I 
0 Altered 0 Unclterecl 

DESCRIBE THI! PRESENT> 40 ORIGINAL. (II ltnown) PHYSICAL. APPEARANCE 

.) t 'l "'<. he...,, lo\."- .v. s or 1s W\ "" / /.e.J 
~ l ("1. yq,cl~.ti'"'. 

(Cheek One) 

0 Moved O Original Site 

(' l ,Jf e<-f-

ARCHEOLOGICAL SITE 

S' M·-140 
SUSQUEHAt'fflA 
l:iexiUgtqif.'~rJt' 
Patuxen(~~aval Air Station 

~ K ;:;; /"P l\ f /\.r(L-

rnid...J.8th century 

This 1 1/2-story frame house began as a rectangular block with a 

central chimney. It was later extended at one end by a one-story addition 

with a single exterior chimney. The house was moved and relocated at 

Greenfield Village in Dearborn, Michigan in 1942 . The site is now part 

/(J Vtlv 
of the PatuxentANaval Air Station. 
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Sf1-11.10 

tlfWSfGJtfFJC>.N~f 1 
,:. ~. w. 

"' 
{; ib\ 

PERIOO (Clleclr One or llore •• Approprl•te) 

0 Pre-Columblon 0 16th Century 0 18•h Century 0 201h Cenlury 

0 15th Ce,.,ury 0 17th Century 0 19th Century 

SPECI Fl c o• TEISI (fl Appllcabfe •nd Kn.,..,.,, 

ARE•s OF SIGNIFICANCE (Checlr One or More •• Approprlete) 

Abor iglnol 0 Educotion 0 Polltlccil 0 Urbon Plo•ning 

0 Pf9hlatoric 0 Engineering 0 Religion/Phi . 0 Other (SP•cl,.,) 

0 Historic 0 Industry losophy 

0 Agrlculturw 0 Invention 0 Science 

0 Architecture 0 Landscape 0 Sculpture 

0 Alt Arch I lecture 0 Socio I/Human· 

0 Conufterc• 0 Literature it orion 

0 Communications 0 Milltory 0 Theater 

0 Conservation 0 Music 0 Tronaportation 

STAT&MENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Mi--\S~1 Ce~t~JJ~ 
"' :z 
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w 

"' 

Ps-7011 



(!. ~JOit ·etBLIOGRAPHICAt. R!FERENCIS > - 'II ..... ~ ? •' " . 1' ..... ~ti~'·:_ , " • ;;.::: -··~~· ~ ~:. ···•· 

. 

Pio. Gt:OGRAPlUCAL DAT:t. ~ ,, 'l' .. . 
LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES LATITUDE ANP LONGITUDI: COORDINATES ·-

DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THI: PROPERTY 0 DEl"ININCI THE CENTER POIHT 01" A PROPERTY 

R OF LESS THAN TEN ACRES 

CORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE L ATITUDE LONGITUDE 

Oegreu Mlnutea Seconda Degrees Minutes Seconds Oe11ree1 Minutes S.conda Oe11re111 Minutes S.conds 
NW 0 . 0 . . 0 . 0 . . 
NE 0 . . 0 . . 
SE 0 . 0 . . 
«;111 Q . . 0 . . 

APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF N OMIN AT ED PROPERTY 1 

•Acreage Justification: 
• 
I 

I 

f'll. FORM PREPARED BY .. "' . ~ 

NAME ANO Tl n. E: 

OR<OANI ZA TIOH I DATE 

STREET AND NUMBER: 

CITY OR TOWNt r STATll I 
~ State Liaison Officer Review: (Office Use Onlv) 

Significance of this property is: 
National 0 State 0 Local 0 

. 
Signature 
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ST. MARY'S COUNTY SS 
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SUSQUEHANNA 
(For:merly "Susquehanna Point") 

About 1654 

The approach to this Marine type of 
house is down a straight lane one and a 
half miles long. 

The two long sides of the dwelling 
stretch sixty feet , and are nearly identical 
in appearance. The sheathing boards are 
random width, t he greatest width exposed 
being eighteen inches . On the inside of 
the house some clapboards may be seen in 
the Hall on the North wall, indirati~g 
that the Living Room was the first house. 
Upstairs there are tiny bedrooms. 

Christopher Rousby, of "Susque
hanna", left by will upon his death in 
1684 "Crome", llOO acres, and "Rousby 
County", 500 acres. 

The tomb of Christopher Rousby 
states that he was "taken out or this world 
by a violent Death". This refers to his 
stabbing by Col. George Talbot. 

The plantation later came into pos
session or the Carrolls. 

Views: Fr&m Northwest and from Sooth
west. 

Dimensi.ons: 
Overall, 60-5 lry 16-2, not 1·ncluding 

porches, which are lale-t . 
Porch to eaves, 6-0. 
Ceiling, 9-1. 
Sill, so. 
Panes, 8 by 10. 
Wall, 5. 

-< . 
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~"1...~~-lfo P\. ,:· l 

"Susquehanna," on the northerly side of St. Mary's County overlooking the Paruxent River 
is especially noted for hnving been the home of Christopher Rousby, the King's Collector 
General, who was fatally stabbed in an altc:rcntion with Colonel George Talbot. It wns 
on this plantation that the Council ac its meeting 011 July 11 1661 1 determined upon the 

famous expedition against die Dutch on the Delaware. 
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Original drawing is in the vertical 
file for Susquehanna 
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PLYMPTON AND SUSQUEHANNA HOUSES ~ 
Greenfield Village, Dearborn, Michigan ~ 

Plympton House, oldest American house in the ,.8 
Village, was built by Thomas Plympton after 16-43 in u 
Sudbury, Mossachusetts. The dormered Susquehanna =i .. 
House, constructed in Maryland in 1652, was occupie-d =
by the King's Collector of Cu1toms. u 
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