
Capsule Summary 
SM-163 
Conrad Farmhouse 
Huntersville vicinity 
Private circa 1840 - 1850 

The Conrad Farmhouse is a small one-and-a-half story frame structure which 

was significantly reworked on both the interior and exterior in 1944. Within the course 

of this remodeling, windows were replaced, a shed roof dormer was added, and the 

interior plan was reworked. Still, the house's steep roof pitch and two end chimneys 

are distinctive features which identify this dwelling as a nineteenth century structure 

rather than as a modern bungalow. The original interior plan was probably a hall-and

parlor plan as it is now. 

The Conrad Farmhouse was probably built around the middle of the nineteenth 

century as a tenant house on one of the many large tobacco farms in this area. A 

chain of title for the property shows that this house is located on one of four tracts, 

either "Long Looked for Come at Last," "Sothoron's Neglect," "Part Hold Fast," or 

"Burroughs Lot." These four tracts were sold as an aggregate parcel containing 216.5 

acres beginning in 1884. 



SM-163, Conrad Farmhouse 
St. Mary's County 
Maryland Comprehensive Historic Preservation Plan Data 

Historic Context 
Geographic Organization: Western Shore 

Chronological/Developmental Period: Agricultural/Industrial Transition 1815-1870 

Historic Period Theme: 

Resource Type 
Category: 

Historic Environment: 

Historic Function and Use: 

Known Design Source: 

Architecture 

Building 

Rural 

Residence 

None 



Survey No. SM-163 
1v'.,4RYLAi\D INVENTORY CF 

Maryland Historical Trust H'rc;.,.,, '01:::i111v0 p'.:ir:sr:-r:;:''=-") 
V llV1 '-l\1.-· 

Magi No. 

State Historic Sites Inventory Form 

1. Name (indicate preferred name} 

historic 

and/or common Conrad farmhouse 

2. Location 

street & number Golden Beach Road 

city, town Huntersville 

state Maryland 

3. Classification 
Category 

district 
-X- building(s) 
_structure 
_site 
. _object 

Ownership 
public 

--X- private 
_both 
Public Acquisition 
_in process 
x-:; being considered 
~-not applicable 

x_ vicinity of 

county 

Status 
lL_ occupied 
_ unoccupied 
_ work in progress 
Accessible 
lL_ yes: restricted 
_yes: unrestricted 
_no 

DOE _yes no 

__ not for publication 

congressional district 

St. Mary's County 

Present Use 
_ agriculture 
_commercial 
_ educational 
_ entertainment 
_ government 
_ industrial 
_military 

5 

_museum 
park 

Jr private residence 
_religious 
_ scientific 
_ transportation 
_other: 

4. Owner of Property (give names and mailing addresses of~ owners) 

name Charles F. Conrad, Jr. 

street & number 218 Dale Road 

city, town Pasadena 

410-255-1664 telephone no.: 

state and zip code MD. 21122 

5. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Clerk of Court liber 
DBK241 

street & number St. Mary's County Courthouse folio 100 

city, town Leonardtown state 
MD. 

&. Representation in Existing Historical surveys 

title 

date _federal _state __ county _local 

;pository for survey records 

city, town state 



7. Description 

Condition 
_excellent 
___!__good 
_fair 

_ deteriorated 
_ruins 
_unexposed 

Check one 
---X- unaltered 
_altered 

Check one 
__!___ original site 
_moved date of move 

Survey No. SM-163 

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its 
various elements as it exists today. 

Contributing Resource Count: 1 

The Conrad Farmhouse is located on the south side of Golden Beach Road 
near Huntersville in St. Mary's County, Maryland. The one-and-a-half story frame 
structure stands at the base of a wooded ridge in the landscape and is surrounded on 
the east and west by tobacco fields. Two small outbuildings are located next to the 
house. A tenant house and two modern tobacco barns are located a short distance to 
the southeast of the dwelling. The Conrad Farmhouse faces west with its principal 
gable oriented on a north/south axis. 

Originally sheathed in weatherboard siding, the Conrad Farmhouse is currently 
sheathed with asbestos shingles. The roof is covered with asphalt shingles. The 
foundation, which is visible from an access door to the water heater underneath the 
north end of the house, consists of hewn beams resting on ironstone piers. 

The west (main) elevation is three bays in width. The first floor consists of a 
central six-panel door flanked by one six-over-six sash window with louvered shutters 
on either side. This first floor is sheltered by a shed roof porch, constructed in 1944, 
with a cement pad floor and square post supports. The second floor consists of a shel 
roof dormer lit by two one-over-one sash windows with louvered shutters. This dormer 
was added in 1944. 

The north elevation is marked by an exterior, American common bond brick 
chimney. On the west side of this chimney is one six-over-six sash window which 
lights the first floor of the house. The chimney is flanked by two four-pane windows on 
the upper half story. 

The east elevation has a shed roof porch, constructed in 1944, which extends 
the full length of the first floor. The northern end of this porch has been enclosed and 
is sheathed with weatherboard siding. This enclosure is lit by two pairs of casement 
windows on the east side and pierced by a modern entrance door on its south side. 
The main block of the house is pierced by a central partially glazed entrance door and 
one six-over-six sash window. The upper half story consists of a shed dormer 
constructed in 1944 which is lit by two one-over-one sash windows. 

The south elevation is marked by an exterior, American common bond brick 
chimney. On the east side side of the chimney is one six-over-six sash window which 
lights the first floor. The chimney is flanked by two four-pane windows on the upper 
half story. 



8. Significance Survey No. SM-163 

Period 
_ prehistoric 
_ 1400-1499 

Areas of Significance-Check and justify below 
_ archeology-prehistoric _ community planning 
_ archeology-historic _ conservation 

_landscape architecture_ religion 
_law _science 

1500-1599 
_ 1600-1699 
_ 1700-1799 
~ 1800-1899 
_1900-

_ agriculture _economics - literature _ sculpture 
lL_ architecture _ education - military _ social/ 
_art - engineering _ music humanitarian 
_commerce _exploration/settlement _ philosophy _theater 
_ communications - industry _ politics/government _ transportation 

_invention _other (specify) 

Specific dates Unknown Builder/ Architect Unknown 
check: Applicable Criteria: A B x c D 

and/or 
Applicable Exception: A B c D E F G 

Level of Significance: national ~state !_local 

Prepare both a summary paragraph of significance and a general statement of history and 
support. 

The Conrad Farmhouse is a small one-and-a-half story frame structure which 
was significantly reworked on both the interior and exterior in 1944. Within the course 
of this remodeling, windows were replaced, a shed roof dormer was added, and the 
interior plan was reworked. Still, the house's steep roof pitch and two end chimneys 
are distinctive features which identify this dwelling as a nineteenth century structure 
rather than as a modern bungalow. 

The Conrad Farmhouse was probably built around the middle of the nineteenth 
century as a tenant house on one of the many large tobacco farms in this area. A 
chain of title for the property shows that this house is located on one of four tracts, 
either "Long Looked for Come at Last," "Sothoron's Neglect," "Part Hold Fast," or 
"Burroughs Lot." These four tracts were sold as an aggregate parcel containing 216.5 
acres beginning in 1884. 

None of the deeds in the chain of title include plats or specific verbal 
descriptions of boundaries which might help to locate the Conrad Farmhouse on a 
specific parcel. Yet, in the personal photo album of local historian Charles Fenwick, 
now deceased, a photo of this house is identified with the caption "Long Lookedtor 
Come At Last." Fenwick's source for this identification is not noted. 



9. Major Bibliographical References Survey No. SM-163 

1 O. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property _______ _ 

1:24000 
Quadrangle name GhM.•i"'tJ't~-HfH._-:l-- Mechanicsville quad Quadrangle scale ______ _ 

UTM References do NOT complete UTM references 

AL.i_J I I I I 
Zone Easting 

I I I I I 
Northing 

8 W .,,_I ......,I ,...._1 ____ 1 I I I I 
Zone Easting Northing 

cl.i_J ~I_.__.___._.._._! .__I .............. _._-.-~ D LU _! ~I ____ 1 _I ---------
E L..i_J I I .__I .............. _._._ __ F LLJ I .__I ~__..__ _ _._ 

al..i_J I I .__I .............. _._._ __ H LLJ 
Verbal boundary description and justification 

See Section 8.1 and chain of title. 

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

state code county code 

state code county code 

11. Form Prepared By 

name/title Elizabeth Hughes, Historic Sites Surveyor 

organization St. Mary's County DPZ date December 1993 

street & number telephone (301) 475-4662 

city or town 
Leonardtown 

state MD. 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by 
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated 
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement. 

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and 
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of 
individual property rights. 

return to: Maryland Historical 
Shaw House 
21 State Ci 
Annapo , Maryland 

269-2438 

t 
MARYLAND HISTOR:CAL TRUST 

DHCP/DHCD 
21401 100 COMMUNllY PLACE 

CROWNSVILLE. iv1D 21032-2023 
-51_,,_7,: ',;-~ PS-2746 



SM-163, Conrad Farmhouse 
St. Mary's County 
7 .1 Description 

The interior was stripped in 1944 at the same time that the shed dormer was 
added to the upper half story of the building. At that time the plan was reworked and 
the lath and plaster walls were replaced with wallboard. The original plan was 
probably a hall and parlor plan as it is now. 

Outbuildings on the property include a modern shed and a vertical board 
outhouse with a shed roof. A log house once stood near the modern tenant house 
located to the southwest of the Conrad dwelling. A graveyard, marked with common 
ironstones, is located on the ridge to the south of the Conrad Farmhouse. 



SM-163, Conrad Farmhouse 
St. Mary's County 
8.1 Significance 

Chain of Title 

TO: Charles F. Conrad, Jr., Trustee under a certain co-ownership agreement dated 
September 24, 1975 by and between Charles F. Conrad, Jr., Peter C. Conrad, John 
C. Conrad, and Julia C. Byrne. 
FROM: Julia S. Conrad 
RECORD: St. Mary's County Land Record, Uber DBK 241, folio 100. 
DATE: December 4, 1975. 
NOTES: 1.) "Long Looked For Come At Last," being 112 acres. 2.) "Sothoron's 
Neglect," being 37 1/2 acres. 3.) "Part Hold Fast," being 34 acres. 4.) "Burrough's 
Lot," being 33 acres. 

TO: Charles F. Conrad and Julia S. Conrad, his wife. 
FROM: William R. Chesley and Emily D. Chesley, his wife. 
RECORD: St. Mary's County Land Record, Uber CBG 12, folio 445. 
DATE: March 28, 1941 
NOTES: Property described above was mortgaged to County Trust Company of MD 
on November 30, 1938, Uber JMM No. 7, folio 15. This property is transfered with the 
mortgage as an encumbrance. 

TO: William R. and Emily D. Chesley, his wife. 
FROM: Mary E. Chesley, widow, of Baltimore City. 
RECORD: St. Mary's County Land Record, LiberJMM 11, folio 285. 
DATE: November 26, 1938. 
NOTES: Transfer of three parcels. 1.) "Hill," being .51 acres, as described in EBA 10, 
folio 524. 2.) 1 acre described in EBA 12, folio 259. 3.) "Long Looked For Come At 
Last," being 112 acres; "Sothoron's Neglect," being 37 1 /2 acres; "Part Hold Fast," 
being 34 acres; and "Burrough's Lot," being 33 acres and described in JTI 2, folio 
512. 

TO: Mary E. Chesley 
FROM: William F. Chesley 
RECORD: St. Mary's County Testamentary Record, Uber MLL 1, folio 452. 
DATE: October 9, 1934. 
NOTES: He leaves "my farm known as the Burrough's farm" and his "stock of goods in 
Charlotte Hall" to his wife Mary E. Chesley. 



SM-163, Conrad Farmhouse 
St. Mary's County 
8.2 Significance 

TO: William F. Chesley 
FROM: Frank N. Holmes and Laura W. Holmes, his wife. 
RECORD: St. Mary's County Land Record, Uber JJG 2, folio 165. 
DATE: August 4, 1894. 
NOTES: Transfer of "Long Looked For Come At Last," being 112 acres, "Sothoron's 
Neglect," being 37 112 acres, "Part Hold Fast," being 34 acres, and "Burrough's Lot," 
being 33 acres. Price: $800.00 

TO: Frank N. Holmes 
FROM: William T. Ching and Joseph H. Ching, administrators of John F. Ching estate. 
RECORD: St. Mary's County Land Records, Uber JJG 2, folio 134. 
DATE: August 1, 1894. 
NOTES: Transfer of "Long Looked For Come At Last," being 112 acres, "Sothoron's 
Neglect," being 37 1/2 acres, "Part Hold Fast," being 34 acres, and "Burrough's Lot," 
being 33 acres. Property being sold because of default on mortgage described in 
JTT 10/172 (Equity case #776). Price: $350.00 

TO: John F. Ching 
FROM: H. Duncan Burroughs and Julia Margaret Burroughs, his wife. 
RECORD: St. Mary's County Land Records, Uber JFF 10, folio 172. 
DATE: October 14, 1887 
NOTES: Mortgage of property as described above as well as three horses, five head 
of cattle, all farming utensils, and the stock of goods in storehouse. Price: $500. 

TO: John F. Ching 
FROM: Hezekiah D. Burroughs 
RECORD: St. Mary's County Land Records, Uber JFF 7, folio 194. 
DATE: March 25, 1884. 
NOTES: Mortgage of "Long Looked For Come At Last," being 112 acres, "Sothoron's 
Neglect," being 37 1/2 acres, "Part Hold Fast," being 34 acres, and their interest in 
"Burrough's Lot," being 33 acres. Price: $600. 

Note: At this point in the chain, the four parcels begin to be transfered as separate 
tracts. 

TO: Hezekiah Duncan Burroughs 
FROM: Hezekiah Burroughs 
RECORD: St. Mary's County Land Records, Uber JAG, folio 462. 
DATE: March 12, 1866. 
NOTES: Transfer of "Hold Fast" and "Long Looked for Come At Last," totaling 224 
acres. Price: $1120.00 



SM-163 
CHARLES CONRAD FARM 
Charlotte Hall 
Private early 19th century 

One and one-half stories in height, this small frame 

dwelling is three bays long with a centrally positioned door 

and a single exterior chimney at each end. The gable roof 

has been altered to accommodate modern oversized dormer windows. 
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N. R. FIELD SHEET 
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SM-163 

Thss is • smal I frame heuse, pr•bably censtructed in the early 
nineteenth century. Three bays in length and with single end chim
neys, it has an •A" frame reef that has been altered in erder ta 
acc•m•date eversized dermers at each side. The h•use is well cared 
f•r and aside fr•m the alteratien ef the reef, appears t• be in 
g••d c•nditien. 
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