
MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST 
DETERMINATION OF ELIGIBILITY FORM 

NR Eligible: yes >( 
no 

'=>roperty Name: Confederate Monuments at Point Lookout Inventory Number: SM 179 & 406 

Address: Point Lookout National Cemetery City: Point Lookout Zip Code: 

County: ~S~t.~M~ar~y=s _________ _ USGS Topographic Map: ~P~o=in=t~L=o=o=k=o=u~t ______ _ 

Owner: United States of America Is the property being evaluated a district? __ yes 

Tax Parcel Number: 17 ----- Tax Map Number: _7~3 __ _ Tax Account ID Number: 01034103 

Project: MD 5 Point Lookout State Park to Camp Ground Road Agency: _S_HA _____________ _ 

Site visit by MHT staff: _K_ no __ yes Name: Date: 

Is the property is located within a historic district? __ yes _X_ no 

If the property is within a district District Inventory Number: ______ _ 

NR-listed district __ yes Eligible district __ yes Name of District: 

Preparer's Recommendation: Contributing resource __yes __ no Non-contributing but eligible in another context __ yes 

If the property is not within a district (or the property is a district) Preparer's Recommendation: Eligible ___X__yes no 

Criteria: X A B C D Considerations: A _B_ C_X_ D_ E F G None --- --

Documentation on the property/district is presented in: 

Description of Property and Eligibility Determination: (Use continuation sheet if necessary and attach map and photo) 

The Point Lookout National Cemetery is considered eligible for the National Register of Historic Places under Criterion A, 
criteria consideration D . The Point Lookout Cemetery consists of the graves of the many Confederate soldiers and sailors who 
died at the Civil War Point Lookout Prison and Hospital The two monuments consist of a 25-foot obelisk erected in 1876 by 
the State of Maryland and an 85-foot monument erected in 1910 by the Federal Government. 

In 1866 several Confederate burial sites at Point Lookout were consolidated and around 1870, these remains were moved by the 
State to a site on Tanner Creek (due to erosion at the earlier site). As part of the National Centennial celebration, the State of 
Maryland constructed the memorial obelisk and placed it at the Tanner's Creek site. 

In 1906 the Foraker Act was passed which required marking the graves of all Confederates who had died in federal prison or 
hospitals. In efforts to comply with this Act, Maryland ceded the Tanner Creek site to the Federal Government in 1910. At that 
point, the remains were moved to the present day site. Due to the circumstances that the Point Lookout cemetery was a mass 
grave, there was a joint resolution in 1910 to allow for one monument over the site (Solderberg, Susan Cooke. Lest We Forget: 
A Guide to Civil War Monuments in Maryland. White Mane Publishing Company, Shippensburg, PA 1995). The Federal 
Monument inscribes over 3300 names and memorializes the many unknown. The State Monument was moved to the present 
site in 1938. 
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S M ~ and 179 
POINT LOOKOUT MONUMENTS 
Point Lookout State Park 

lfo (/) 

SM-179 
(See also: SM-26 & 

SM-406) 

1876 and 1910 

The smaller monument (STMA-~ was erected in 1876 by the people 

of, St. Mary's, Charles and Calvert Counties to honor the Confederate 

soldiers and sailors who died while prisoners at the Point Lookout Fort 

federal prison camp. Its construction was ( part of the activity during 

the Centennial of the American Revolution. 

The larger monument (S M -179) was erected in 1910 by the federal 

government after the remains of the Confederate prisoners had been 
pri.s tv1 corn~ 011rlA 

moved to this site from the sit~ at Point Lookout. The inscribed base 

records the names of 3,389 dead and includes the word "Unknown" of 
> 

there wer~ many. 
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MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST WORKSHEET 
ICJOl7tf.5Cp'{ SM- 406) 

NOMINATION FORM 
for the 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES, NATIONAL PARKS SERVICE 

-.. . 
11: NAME .. 

COMMON! ,.. r ,Ir r,,,, m r'llA YM?.Vlt 

ANOIOlt HISTOltlC1 

Point Lookout Confederate Cemetery 
12. LOCATION . 

STl'lttttT ANC N UM Bl:f11 

Leonardtown Point Lookout Road (MD 5) 
' 

CITY OR TOWN! 

Point Lookout, Scotland vicinity 
S TATIC I COUNTY 

Maryland 
-~ St . Mary's County 

13. CLASSIFICATION- . .;; n 

" 

CATEGORY 
OWNERSHIP STATUS 

ACCESSIBLE 

(Clteclt One) TO THE PUBLIC 

0 Dlatrlct 0 Bullclln9 (:!; Pultllc Pultllc Acqul altiOft : Yes 0 Occupied Yea: 

«1 Site &J Structure 0 Prlvote O In Proceu ~ Unoccupied 
0 Reatrlctecl 

0 Object 0 Both O Being Conalclerecl 0 Pre .. rvotlon work 
at UntHttlctecl 

In progreas 0 No 

PR ttll:N T USE (Clteclr One or Mon ee ltlll'roprfafe) 

0 Agricultural ~ Govern-nt !l Pork 0 TronaportotlOft c c ............ 

0 c--·clol 0 lndu1triol 0 Privet• RHlcfence 0 Other (SpecJty) 

tJ Ecfucotlonol OJ Miiitary 0 Rellglava 

0 Entertolnm.ent r:2J Muaeum 0 Scientific 

f4. OWNER OF PROPERTY ... 

vnNllR I NAME: 

STl'lttllT ANO NUMBlll'l 1 

Cl TY OR TOWN: I STAT Et I 
u. LOCATION OF LEGAL. DESCRIPTION ~ ;v...: 

COURTHOUSE, l'IECOllTl'I Y OJ< 0£11:05 . l:TC: 

St . Mary's County Courthouse 
ITRlllET ANO NUMBll:R ; 

Washington Street and Courthouse Drive 
Cl TV Olt TOWN: I STATE I Leonardtown Maryland 
Title Reference of Current- noon (Bonk & Pa. t) : 

16r lt!PR£SEHtATl0H IN EXlSTIHO SURVEYS fi• 
TITLll 01" IUl'IVllY1 

OATIE 01" SURVIEV 1 0 Feclerel 0 State 0 County 0 Locol 
DIEPOllTOl'IY J<Olt SUl'IVllY l'tlEC01tDe1 

STltaaT ANO NUMell1t1 

CITY Ol't TOWN1 l'TATIE1 I 

PS-7011 



11. DESCRl?ilOH ~ 

' 
(CMcJc One) 

0 Excellent 0 Good 0 Folr 0 Oeterl°'o i.cl 
CONDITION -

I (Check One) 

0 Altered 0 Uncli.red 

D ESCRIBE THE PRESENT# 40 ORICOINAL (If known) PHYllCAL APPEARANCE 

. 

0 Ruina O ·UnHpoHd 

(Che ck One) 

0 Moved 0 Orltlnol Sli. 
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LU 

rt~~~$t9ff~fl~Cf~,, /<'' ' ·• 
PERIOD (Checlr One or More •• Approprl•I•) 

0 Pre-Columbian 0 16th Century 

0 15th Century 0 17th Century 

SPECI Pl c DA TEISl (If Appltc•l>I• •nd ltno•ri) 

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (ChecJI One or More •• Appropriate) 

Abor lg lnol 0 Education 

0 Prehis toric 0 Engineering 

0 Historic 0 lnduatry 

0 AgrlcuhuN 0 Invention 

0 Architecture 0 londscap• 

0 An Architecture 

0 Commerce 0 literature 

0 Communication• 0 Military 

0 Conaervotian 0 Mu ale 

ITATEM £NT OP SIGNIFICANCE 

5 f'1 • t 7&] 

., .. 

0 18th Century 0 20th Century 

0 19th Century 

0 Pol lt lccil 0 Urbon Planning 

0 Religion/ Phi . 0 Other (SpeclfJI') 

losophy 

D Science 

0 Sculpture 

0 Social/ Human· 

ltorian 

0 Theater 

0 Trans portation 

PS-7011 



r1. ~Ott ttfUJOGRAPHIC4t. REPERENC!S " .. ., . ' . . . . ,• . <,.., , • 

. 

I to. GEOGRAPlilCAL DATA 
. - ..;·· 

LATITUDE ANP LONGITUDE COOROINATl[S ·-LATITUDE ANO LONGITUDE COORDINATES 

0 DEFINING A l'tECTANGLE LOCATING THE PAOPERTY OIEl"INING THE CENTER P011'T OF A PAOPEATV 

R OF LIESS THAN TPN ACAES 

GOAN ER LATITUDE LONGITUDE LATITUDE L.ONGITUOE 

Deg•••• Mlnutea Second• Deg•••• Minutes S.conda De gr••• Minute a S.conda Degreea Ml nut•• Seconds 
MW 0 ' . 0 . . 0 . . 0 . . 
NE 0 . . 0 . . 
SE 0 . . 0 . . 
SW 0 . . 0 . . 

APPAOXIMATE ACAEAGE OF NOMINATED PAOPEATY: 

Acreage Justification: 
I 

I 
I 

I 

r 11. FORM PREPARED BY 
NAME ANO TITL.E: 

OAGANIZATIOH IDATE 

STREET AND NUMllER1 

CITY OA TOWN: 'STATE I 
~ State Liaison Officer Review: (Office Use Onlv) 

Significance of this property is: 
Netlooal D State 0 Loca l 0 

Signature 
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