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HOWARD YOUNG'S HOUSE AT MULBERRY FIELDS 
Valley Lee 
Private 

mid-19th century 

T~is one-story frame dwelling, probably built in the 

third quarter of the 19th century, housed families 

who worked at Mulberry Fields. The original block 

consisted of one fiYSt fleer room e~~ !~e~~~[;.iYs 
with an exterior, gable end chimney. Numerous additions 

have been made over the years, several by the present 

occupants, the Young family. Though modern facilities 

are present, the family prefers occasionally to continue 

traditional ways of life, such as baking in a wood 

stove and cra~ing water from the nearby spring. 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Located about a quarter of a mile from the main house at Mulberry Fields, this 

house is now occupied by Howard Young and his family. Mr. Young said that he has 

repaired, modernized, insulated, and enlarged the house over the years, with the 

result that many of the original features have been replaced or covered. He built 

an el extending from the rear corner of the west side of the house. He added new 

rooms along the northern (rear) corner of the house and enclosed the front porch. 

He replaced much of the original material, such as the old siding and the hewn 

timbers in the frame. Inside the house he replaced the original plank flooring, 

built another stairway to the upstairs, and bricked over the fireplace, and sheet-

rocked the ceiling in both the downstairs and upstairs. The room on the eastern 

gable side was also added, though Mr. Young said this was before his arrival. 

Nevertheless, the design of the original house (the central section) is 

apparent. It consisted of one and a half story frame house with an A roof. Since 

the doors and windows have been enlarged and modernized the number of bays across 

its length could not be determined. Mr. Young said that the old walls had been 

lathed and plastered. The dimensions of this original section were 17'4" x 15'4" x 

7'10" downstairs and 17'4" x 15'4" x c.8' upstairs. On the east gable side stood 

a brick chimney with a large firebox. 
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The design and dimensions of this house are similar to those of slave cabins in 

southern Maryland as well as to those of white tenant farmers and many overseers, thus 

this house may have been a slave cabin, or perhaps been occupied by one of the latter 

groups. But the Youngs and an eighty-six year old black man, all of whom were raised 

ne..?F Mulberry Fields, said this dwelling was originally a slave cabin. 

Its frame construction of hewn timbers with lathing and plastering indicate a 

date of construction preceding the use of balloon frame in the last quarter of the 

19th century; so it is probably early or mid 19th century. Because of the home improve-

ments on the exterior and interior, a more precise date cannot be determined. 

Near the house is a bricked-in spring, sheltered by a lean-to. Before they had 

running water, the Youngs carried water in buckets from this spring to the house. 

The children used the spring as a hiding place when their parents called them for 

chores. Today, Mrs. Young "fresh water" from her spring is all she drinks, and she 

aoes not like the taste of "that tap water." 
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe­
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 
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Howard Young' s House at Mulberry Fields 
19700 Mulberry Fields Road 
Piney Point Quadrangle 

1993 Aerial Photo Tax Map 56 
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