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WEST ST. MARY'S MANOR

Drayden

Private late 18th century (altered 1768)
West St. Mary's Manor was a 2,000-acre tract, one of the

first patented by Lord Baltimore. The proprietor granted it to

Captain Henry Fleet, a Virginian, who guided Governor Leonard

Calvert and his party to the site of St. Mary's City. In 1640

the land, as well as ". . . the housing and tenements thereupon

built, . . ." became the property of Thomas Cornwaleys, Governor

Calvert's chief advisor.

At the time of the Revolution, Henry Harford, the natural
son and heir of the last Lord Baltimore, owned West St. Mary's
Manor. In the 1780's, the State of Maryland confiscated all
British property, including Harford's last holdings. The State
divided West St. Mary's into several tracts and sold them. The
majority of the lots went to people who had previously rented

part of the manor.

The house sits on a promontory overlooking the St. Mary's
River and St. Mary's City. It is a 1 1/2-story frame structure
with brick ends, each with a pair of.exterior brick chimneys. On
the interior, a central hall runs through the house. Interesting
interior detail includes the hall arch and stair, both remarkably

similar to those seen at Mulberry Fields.
An authentic restoration was carried out here in the 1930's.
Also see archeological listing.

This property has been designated a National Historic

Landmark by the United States Department of the Interior.




Casement:

ARCHEOLOGICAL SITE
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WEST ST. MARY'S MANOR

Drayden

Private 17th century

Mary Brent Fitzherbert, daughter of Giles Brent
jand his Indian wife, and her husband, John Fitzherbert,
were living at West St. Mary's Manor on May 20, 1673
when they sold Kent Fort Manor on Kent Island to Richard
Moy. The site of their home is unidentified on the original

West St. Mary's tract. For further historical information

see g, SHI-2.
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West Bi )hry's Manor is a one-and-a-half story house Vith ga‘bled roof Lo

brick basement ‘and end wvalls, and front and rear walls of clapboards. Ta]_‘L o "7’?5 .
exterior double chimneys, w:lth a one-story brick pent between them, rise at - - 3= <
each gable end.l The house is L0 feet wide and 31 feet deep. The south (fromt). ...7
~ facade is five bays wide and has a center door with a small rectangular gy

" transom above it. The four tall windows on this elevation have nine over nine ~~ T .
light sash and exterior paneled shutters. In the roof above are three tall and =
narrow dormers; - The north (river) elevation is only three bays wide, but its I
center door and two flanking windows are similar to those on the front facade. - ¥.. ~
The roof, on the north elevation, contains two dormers with four over four

light sash. The hrick.epd walls.each have two smaller windows, one with four

lights in the first-story pent and the other, located in the second story -
between the stacks, with six over six light sash. The west end wall also con-
tains a side entrance, situated near the northwest corner.

""" The plan of the house, with its classically balanced four-room-and-center
hall plan, represents an advance over the simpler one and two room plans of small
1T7th century dwellings. West St. Mary's Manor has a central hall separating the
two main rooms on the south (front) elevation and two narrow back rooms on the
north side. The center hall, extending through the house, is divided into two
sections by means of a wooden elliptical or transverse arch. The rear portion

- of this hall, about 12 feet deep, contains a stair with-paneled spandrel built
against the west wall. The stair rail is chancelled on its upper surface and
ends in a scroll above the newel. The rooms have deep wainscoting and each room
has a fireplace. The living room, which is located in the southwest cormer,

ha.s a. chimney piece ‘with broad facia surrounds.

1. A very common feature of Maryland 17th and early 18th century houses was the
"chimney pent," located between double chimneys that projected outside the

end walls. These chimney pents took many forms. Most commonly, and as
illustrated in West St. Mary's Manor, the pent was a small closet with a shed
or pent roof set .between the chimneys. The pent wall could be built of brick
or wood and_it could be flush with the chimney face, as in this house, or project
beyond. The chimney pent in effect added to the interior space and at the
same time, buttressed the chimneys and added to massive appearance of the end
walls. Chimney pents occurred outside of the chimneys as well as between and
in some houses were two stories high, affording closets in each story. Chimney
pents were also used in 1Tth and 18th century houses built in North Carolina,
South Carolina, and Virginia.
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STATEMENT OFf SIGNIFICANCE . - LI - R T Al

West St. Mary's Manor, erected in the period 1700-1730, is an outstanding
and rare example of a small William and Mary t¥rfckiandiframe céuntry house.
A transitional house with center hall separating two main front rooms and two
narrow back rooms, the manor house illustrates a point in the shift from the
one and two room plans of 17Tth century Southern houses to the larger and more
symetrica.l room arrangements of 18th century structures.

- Ik -7 . BT 2N S

_Eistory

West St. Mary's Manor, a 2,000 acre tract granted.to Captain Henry Fleet
on May 9, 1634, is the earliest grant of land known to have been recorded in
_Maryland. Based on architectural evidence, the. existing manor. bhouse was
constructed at some time between 1700 and 1730, possibly by:the Daniel Bell
fa.mily. The farmhouse was in poor condition by the late 1930's and has been
carefully restored over a period of years by the pr)es_e)nt Pvrqe_rs.

1. By 1729 the estate had been subdivided into 15 leaseholds. A 1762
plat showing the location of each 1729 leasehold cannot be located, hence it
has been impossible to pinpoint who held the leasehold to the tract of land
with the existing house on it.
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West St. Mary's Manor SM- 2
CONTINUATION SHEET ITEMNUMBER 10 PAGE 1
PARCEL 1:

BEGINKING for the same at the end of course No. 14 (being North 87° 45 minutes
East, 30 feet) of a deed from Ethel Goddard and James Goddard, her husband,
Thomas McKay and Lettie McKay, his wife, et al, unto Whitney Leary and Elizabeth R.
Leary, his wife, and recorded among the Land Records of St. Mary's County
Maryland, on November 15, 1939, in Liber CBG 12, folio 29, and running the
following courses and distances as shown in said deed:

K 1 degree 30 minutes East, 239 feet to a post, N 32 degrees E, 27 feet to a
Sycamore Tree, N 11 degrees E, 331 feet to a Hickory Tree, N 9 © 30 minutes East,
164 feet to a Sycamore Tree, N 20° 15 minutes East, 196 feet to a Sycamore Tree,

N 13° 15 minutes East, 311 feet to a stake, N 10° 45 minutes East, 130 feet to a .
large Poplar Tree, N 8° 20 minutes East, 505 feet to a Chestnut Oak Stump and sprout:
N 10 degrees 45 minutes East, 302 feet to a Walnut Tree, N 32 degrees 30 minutes -
East, 39 feet to a Cedar Tree, N 54° East, 46 feet to a Cedar Tree, N 79° East,

185 feet to the shore of the St. Mary's River (at 119 feet on this course passing
over a Concrete block fixed at the foot of a fence corner post on the North side

of a small stream or cut to mark the boundary); then leaving said Adams land and
running with the St. Mary's River and binding thereon S 62 degrees East, 200 feet,

S 85 degrees 20 minutes East, 441 feet, S 38° East, 148-1/2 feet, S 5° east, 14T
feet, S 360 East, 118-1/2 feet, S 69° East, 374 feet to a stake; then leaving said

River Shore and running S 33° East, 45 feet to a Concrete Block fixed at the foot of
a fence corner post, the corner of this land, the land known as "Peggins Point"

now owned by W. Gwynn Gardiner and the land also formerly part of "West St. Mary's"
now owned by Susan E. Burch and Henry B. Burch; thence running with the fence of
the line of said Burch land, reference being had to survey set forth in deed

Luke Goddard et ux unto said Susan E. Burch et ux, dated April 18, 1930, recorded in
Liber J.M.M. No. T at folio 16, S 19° West, 207 feet, S T° West, 125 and 4/10 feet,

S 25 degrees West, 95 feet, S 22 degrees 30 minutes West, 142 feet, S 8° West, 99
feet, S 2° 30 minutes West, 137 feet, S 21 degrees West, 89 feet to a Cedar Tree

standing in the corner of the fence; thence with the fence S 67° East, 106-1/2 feet,
S 51° 30 minutes East, 665 feet to a post fixed on the southeast side of the road at
the entrance into said Burch land, said post being at the top of the River Bank,
thence with the fence S 85° East, 106 feet to a Concrete Block fixed in the ground
on the shore of the St. Mary's River; thence leaving sai@ Burch land and running
with the St. Mary's River and binding thereon S 33° 30 minutes East, 182 feet, S 47°

GPO 9306-000

L B4




A

)"\

FHR-8-250A (10/78)  { }

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES

P R s I S - e TR

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTEMOR
HERITAGE CONSERVATION AND RECREATION SERVICE

INVENTORY -NOMINATION FORM

West St. Mary's Manor SM-2
CONTINUATION SHEET ITEMNUMBER 30 PAGE 2

35 minutes East, 297 feet, S 6L° West, 281 feet, S 78° West, 200 feet, S 88° 15 minute
West, 256 feet, S T1° 30 minutes West, 137 feet, S 46O 50 Minutes West, 100 feet,

s 29° 30 minutes West, 377 feet, § 6° 45 minutes East, 145 feet, S 9° 30 minutes West,
123 feet, S 39° 30 minutes West, 145 feet, S 2° U5 minutes East, 50 feet, S 36° 30
minutes wést 285 feet, S 10° 30 minutes West 50 feet, S 36° 30 minutes West

245-1/2 feet, S T1° 30 minutes West, 332-1/2 feet s 77° 30 minutes West, h75 feet,

S 61° 45 minutes West, 253-1/2 feet S 48° L5 minutes West, 101 feet, S 61° L5 minutes
West, 168 feet to its intersection with the line of the parcel of land Part of

“WESt St. Mary's", conveyed by William K. Watts et ux unto John B. Myers and by

deed dated June 24, 1871 and recorded in Liber J.F.F. No. 5 at folio 255, among

the Land Records of St. Mary's County, and now owned by the Heirs of a certain

Smith; then leaving said St. Mary's River and running the lines of said land as

set forth in said deed with proper allowance for Declination of the Magnetic Needle
to date, N 35 52 minutes West, 172 feet to a Concrete Block fixed in the corner of
the fence (at 10 feet on this course passing over a concrete block on the river shore
to mark the Boundary); thence N 14° 20 minutes East, 875 feet to a Concrete Block fixe
on the south side of the road leading to "West St. Mary's" Residence and to

"Peggins Point" (shown as "Pagan Point" on Plat attached hereto) and near the old
entrance gate, and being the end of course No. 65 of the 1939 Goddard/McKay/Leary
deed, Liber CBG 12, folio 29; thence running in a straight line approximstely

1,100 feet from the end of said course No. 65 to the point of beginning,

being the end of said course No. 1k.

Containing 167.5 acres of land more or less and being part of the same land
as described as Parcel 1 in a deed from Elizabeth R. Blagojevich to Colonial
Williamsburg Foundation, Williamsburg, Virginia, recorded among the Land
Records of St. Mary's County, Maryland on December 3, 1976 in Liber 263, folio TT.

PARCEL 2:

BEGINNING for the same at a post set on the shore of St. Mary's River near
the mouth of "Wheatly Creek", a boundary of Lee McKay's land (formerly) and
running with said McKay's land the following courses and distances:

1. North L40° 15 minutes West, 10.32 perches (approximately 170.28 feet)
to a post on the said McKay's land;

2. THENCE, leaving the said McKay's land and running South TuC West, 4.6EL
perches (approximately 76.56 feet) to the post by the west side of a walley;

3. THENCE, South 25° East, 12.12 perches (approximately 199.98 feet) to a
post on the shore of said River,

4. THENCE, running with said shore North 54 degrees East, 7.36 perches
(approximately 121.4Y4 feet) to the beginning.

GPO 936.009
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Containing .45 acres of land more or less and being the same land conveyed to
Joseph Allan Coad by deed from Clara H. Kent, et al, dated January 29, 1952,
and recorded among the Land Records of St. Mary's County, Maryland in Liber
CBG No. 36, folio 10.

ARD BEING the same land conveyed to the Lincoln National Bank, a corporation
organized and existing under the Banking Laws of the United States of America,
by deed from Joseph Allan Coad dated June 2, 1952, and recorded among the Land
Records of St. Mary's County, Maryland in Liber 37, folio 245.

AND BEING the same land conveyed to Colonial Williamsburg Foundation as
Parcel 2 "Part of West St. Mary's" by deed from Elizabeth R. Blagojevich
dated December 3, 1976, and recorded among the Land Records of St. Mary's
County, Maryland in Liber 263, folio TT.

Exhibit A consists of 4O pages and includes as Page 1 a schedule (which is
recorded with this deed of easement) describing the documents and photographs
that are a part of the exhibit and that are filed at the offices of the
St. Mary's City Commission. Such documents and photographs are not recorded here-
with but are nonetheless as fully and completely incorporated into this deed of
easement as though recorded herewith.
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[ Agricultural ] Government [ Park [0 Transportation [ Comments
O Commercial [J Industrial x] Private Residence (] Other (Specity)

[(J Educational O Military [J Religious
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Col. and Mrs. Miodrag Blagojevich
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West St. Mary's Manor
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STATE:

Maryland

19

Hall of Records
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Anmapolis

19
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TITLE OF SURVEY:

Maryland Register, HABS
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COND!TION
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT # 4D ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

West St. Mary's Manor is a 1 1/2-story house with gabled roof, brick
basement and end walls, and front and rear walls of clapboards. A trans-
itional house with center hall separating two main front tooms and two
narrow back rooms, the manor house illustrates a point in the shift from
the one and two-room plans of the Seventeenth Century Bouthern house to
the larger and more symmetrical room arrangements of Eighteenth Century
structures. Tall exterior double chimneys, with a one-story brick pent
between them, rise at each gable end. The house is 40 feet wide and el
31 feet deep. The south (front) facade is £ive bays wide and has a
center door with a small rectangular transom above it. The four tall
windows on this elevation have nine over nine light sash and exterior
paneled shutters. In the roof above are three tall and nerrow dormers.
The north (river) elevation is only three bays wide, but its center door
and two flanking windows are similar to those on the front facade. The
roof, on the north elevation, contains two dormers with four over four
light sash. The brick end walls each have two smaller windows, one with
four lights in the first-story pent and the other, located in the second
story between the stacks, with six over sizx light sash. The west end
wall also contains a side entrance, situated near the northwest corner.

The plan of the house, with its classically balanced four-room-and-
center hall plan, represents an advance over the simpler one- and two-
room plans of small Seventeenth Century dwellings. West St. Mary's
Manor has a central hall separating the two main rooms on the south
(front) elevation and two narrow back rooms on the north side. The center
hall, extending through the house, is divided into two sections by means
of a wodden elliptical or transverse arch. The rear portion of this
hall, about 12 feet deep, contains a stair with paneled spandrel built
against the west wall. The stair rail is chancelled on its upper surface
and ends in a scroll above the newel. The rooms have deep wainscoting
and each room has a fireplace. The living rom, which is located in the
southwest corner, has a chimney piece with broad facia surrounds. The
carefully restored farmhouse is in excellent condition. Used

33
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

possibly by the Daniel Bell family.

owners over a period of years.

West St. Mary's Manor, erected in the period 1700-1730, is an
outstanding and rare example of a small William and Mary brick and
frame country house. Based on architectural evidence, the existing
manor house was constructed at some time between 1780 and 1730,

The farmhouse was in poor

condition by the late 1930s and has been carefully restored by the
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DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY 0 DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY
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Degrees Minutes Seconds | Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds
NW ° v " ° , » [ . . ° ’ "
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APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY:

‘Acreage Justification:

i

1. FORM PREPAREDBY =

NAME AND TITLE:

ORGANIZATION DATE

Rev. 6/74

STREET AND NUMBER:

CITY OR TOWN: ) STATE

Jstate Liaison Officer Review: (Office Use Only)

Significance of this property is:
National [} State [ Local (O

Signature

338§

SNOILONYLSNI



&

DRAFT COPY —-.
FOR COMMITTEE USE

.STATE fiul‘yi.md ; HISTORIC AMERlCn‘nnun.nmussum’i{‘r
COUNTY o '!.-t‘;f"s INVEMTORY SM i
TOWN VICINITY / - 5 :

STREETNC \cposs ot. llary’s Kiver BNME ligst Ste Harys Munor

from St. tary’s City

0
ORIGINAL DWNER DATE OR PERIOD

oricINaL use  Dweliing STYLE Colonial
PRESENT OWKRER Cal, (¢ Mrse Hiodray ARCHITECT
PRESENT USE flagojevich Drayden| °Y'“"°F
waLL consTrucTion RBrick and frame 3. FOR LIRRARY OF CONGRESS USE
NO. OF STORIES 1=1/2
4. NOTABLE FEATURES, HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE AND DESCRIPTION OPEN TO PUBLIC

IR
L
——

test St. lary’s HManor is located on a knoll across the river
from St. #ary’s City. It is built of brick ends and frame
facades, The south facade is five bays long with central
Jdoorand the north facade is three bays long with central
door. Both doors have transoms. It is a one-story-and-a-
half with three dormers on the south and two dormers on the
north, with 4 qver 4 sash. The gables have double chimneys
projecting From the main surface with a chimney pent between
them with brick roof and a small four-pane window in the
closet. There is a single 0 over 0 window between the
chimneys on the second floor. The frame facades are sheathed
with beaded clapboard and the windows, which have Y over 9
sash, have three panel shutters. The simple cornice has
rounded end boards. The doors have six panels, There is a
door on the east gable, leading to the formal garden. The
entrance to the basement is also on the east gable. The
foundation, or basement, is laid in English bond and the
windows have vertical grills.

Condition: Very good

SUPPLEMENTAL INFOLMATION AND PE j"'vF.'.!hF'HS MAY BE ADDED ON SHEET OF SAME SIZE

5. PHYSICAL CONDITION OF ETRUCTURE  Endangered Interior Exterior
@ 5. LOCATION MAP {Plan Optional) 7. PHOTOGRAPH
3. PUBLISHED SOURCES (Author, Title, Poges) + NAME, ADDRESS AND TITLE OF RECORDER

INTERVIEWS, RECORDS, PHOTOS, ETC.
Michael Q. Courne

Fo anary U . :
rwan, iaary Chandlee Meryland llistorical Trust

Early Honor_and Plantation lHouse
of Mary'. -d, 1934~ p. 47

March 15, 1968

DATE OF RECCRD
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