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POURTNEY'S OVERSIGHT 
Ridge 
Private early and mid-19th century 

Of frame construction, this house was built in 

two portions, the kitchen wing circa 1800 and the main 

block in the 1850's. The latter is two stories high and 

three bays wide with a dormered roof and end hall, single 

parlor plan. The one-story, two-bay kitchen wing with dormered 

roof is situated at one end of the house. 

A 200-acre tract called Pountney's Oversight was patented 

to Henry Pountney in 1651. It was repatented in 1738 to 

James Smith, who willed it to his daughter, Susanna, wife of 

Matthias Jones. Their son inherited the tract in 1799 and died 

in 1814. The tax assessments inJicate that improvements were 

made ~o the property between 1813 and 1821. In 1828 a portion of 

the property with a house was sold to Walter Langley, whose 

heirs sold it to Dr. John Wesley Forrest. Under his owner-

ship the house was known as Whip Poor Will. 
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COMMON: 
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------------------~- Portney's Overlook Drive 
CITY OR TOWN: 
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Maryland 
:3• ¢LJ;;S$JFtCAT!Qtrl 

CATEGORY 
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D Site 0 Structure 

0 Object 
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0 In Process 
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0 Agricultural 

0 Commercial 

0 Educational 

0 Entertainment 

WNER S NAME: 

D 
D 
D 
D 
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Military 
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0 Transportation 
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D No 
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TITLE OF SURVEY: 
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CONDITION 
D Excellent 

0 Altered 

D Good D Foir 

(Check One) 

D Uncltered 

(Check One) 

0 Deteriorated 
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PERIOD (Cfleclr One or More•• ApproprleteJ 

0 Pre-Columbian 0 16th Century 

0 15th Century 0 17th Century 

SPECIFIC OATE(SJ (II Appllc•ble end Known) 

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Cfleclr One or More •• Appraprlete) 

Aboriginal 0 Education 

0 P .. hiatoric 0 En9ineerin9 

0 Historic 0 Industry 
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LATITUDE ANO LONGITUDE COORDINATES 

DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY 
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PORTNEY ' S ON OVERLOOKS~ · 22 OVERSIGHT 

Location Map 
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