
Survey No. SM-222 

Maryland Historical Trust 
-1tate Historic Sites Inventory Form 

Magi No J 902223703 

DOE _yes .X: no 

1. Name (indicate pref erred name} 

historic Butterfield Property 

and/or common St. Clement's Island Interpretive Center - Potomac Museum 

2. Location 

street & number Beach Road 

city, town Coltons Point 

state Maryland 

3. Classification 
Category 
__ district­
_Jl building(s) 
_structure 

_site 
_object 

Ownership 
---±public 
_private 
_both 
Public Acquisition 
_in process 
_ being considered 
_ll_not applicable 

_ vicinity of 

county 

Status 
-1L occupied 
_ unoccupied 
_ work in progress 
Accessible 
_yes: restricted 
--1L yes: unrestricted 
_no 

congressional district 

St. Mary's 

Present Use 
_ agriculture 
_commercial 
_ educational 
_ entertainment 
_ government 
_ industrial 
_military 

_ not for publication 

First 

_x_museum 
_park 
_ private residence 
_religious 
_ scientific 
_ transportation 
_other: 

4. Owner of Property (give names and mailing addresses of~ owners) 

name State of Maryland, Department of Forests and Parks 

street & number Tawes State Office Bldg. telephone no.:(301)269-3771 

city, town Annapolis state and zip code MD 21401 

5. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse,registryofdeeds,etc. st. Mary's County Courthouse liber MRF No. 130 

street & number Washington Street folio 134 

city, town Leonardtown state MD 

&. Representation in Existing Historical surveys 

title none 

..1ate _federal _state _county _local 

depository for survey records 

city, town state 



7. Description 

Condition 
__ excellent 
__ good 
____!._fair 

__ deteriorated 
__ ruins 
__ unexposed 

Check one 
__ unaltered 
~altered 

Check one 
_X_ original site 
__ moved date of move 

Survey No. SM-222 

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its 
various elements as it exists today. 

The Butterfield property is a l~-story bungalow located at 
Coltons Point, Maryland. The house faces southeast onto the Potomac 
River. It is set back approximately 75 feet from Beach Road on a 
flat lot. A narrow beach, interrupted by several piers, lies between 
the road and the river. 

The wood frame house has a rectangular plan. The foundation con­
sists of brick piers with concrete block infill between the piers. 
The exterior walls are covered with narrow, lapped wood boards which 
have a rounded finish at the exposed edge. 

The house has a gable roof with the ridge oriented parallel to 
the main (southeast} elevation. The soff it under the wide eaves has 
tongue-and-groove siding. A cornice follows the gables and returns. 
The large dormers, one on the southeast elevation, and one on the 
northwest elevation, have a similar roof treatment. Each dormer has 
a tri-part window with 6/1 double-hung sash lights. A squat brick 
chimney is located on the roof ridge of the rear dormer near to its 
intersection with the main roof. 

The southeast elevation is two bays wide. The southernmost bay 
has the main entranceway with a six-panel wood door flanked by 
sidelights. Each sidelight has four rectangular lights arranged in 
a vertical row above a single panel. Plain wood boards frame the 
large rectangular window opening in the easternmost bay. One 
mullion remains exposed (and vertically separates one-third of 
the opening from the other two-thirds) but, the rest of the 9pening 
is covered with boards. 

A one-story porch abuts the full width of the southeast elevation. 
The porch roof, which is an extension of the main roof, has wide 
eaves, a cornice and frieze. The metal letters "ST. CLEMENT ISLAND 
POTOMAC MUSEUM" are nailed to the frieze. The roof is supported by 
narrow Tuscan columns. The columns also support the wood balus­
trades, which have sawn balusters. 

The southwest elevation has three 6/1 windows on the first 
story, one 6/1 window mid-way between stories (lighting an interior 
stair landing}, one 6/1 window on the upper story, and a rectangu­
lar vented opening on the attic story. The southwest elevation of 
the rear wing has the rear entrance with a 5-panel door flanked 
by 6/1 windows. The small wood porch and wheelchair ramp at this 
entrance are recent additions. 

The northwest (rear) elevation is the rear wall of the wing 
which extends the full width of the main block. The wing has a 
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Sr ~~gnificance Survey No. SM-222 

-"'riod Areas of Significanc..._check and justify below 
_ prehistoric 

_ 1400-1499 
_ 1500-1599 
_ 1600-1699 
_ 1700-1799 
_ 1800-1899 
_x_ 1900-

__ archeology-prehistoric __ community planning __ landscape architecture __ religion 
__ arc;:heology-historic __ conservation __ law __ science 
__ agriculture __ economics __ literature __ sculpture 
____!_ architecture __ education __ military __ social/ 
__ art __ engineering __ music humanitarian 
__ commerce __ exploration/settlement __ philosophy __ theater 
__ communications __ industry __ politics/government __ transportation 

Specific dates c • 1 9 2 O 

check: Applicable Criteria: 
and/or 

Applicable Exception: 

Level of Significance: 

__ invention _x_ other (specify) 
local history 

Builder/ Architect 

A B c D 

A B c D E F G 

national state local 

Prepare both a summary paragraph of significance and a general statement of history and 
support. 

SIGNIFICANCE 
The Butterfield property is significant for its Bungalow­

style architecture and for its association with the early 20th 
Century development of beach resorts along the southern Maryland 
water front. 

HISTORY AND SUPPORT 

This bungalow was probably constructed shortly after Frank E. 
Butterfield purchased the prolerty from Robert D. and Jennie S. 
Blackistone in November 1922. The Blackistone's, who owned several 
hundred acres of additional land in Coltons Point during 
th.i.s decade, had owned this parcel for only a few months prior to 
Rutterfield's purchase, having bought it from Isabella and David M. 
J?omphret of Queens County, New York in June 1922.2 · 

A number 'of modest cottages and bungalows were buil
1

t in Coltons 
Point which, like other beaches on the Western Shore of the Chesa­
peake Bay and on the Potomac River, was developed during the 1920s. 
The Butterfield bungalow remains as one of the most substantial and 
unaltered of these buildings. In 1966, Mary A. Butterfield, wife of 
tii..e t[Len .... deceased Frank E. Butterfield, sold the property to the 
State of Maryland, Department of Forests and Parks.3 The State 
converted the house to a small museum associated with St. Clement's 
Island State Park. The island, which lies about 2500 feet off of the 
point, is the site of the first landing of English settlers in 
Maryland in 1634. In conjunction with Maryland's 350th Anniversary 
in 1984, a new museum is planned for construction on the Butterfield 
property. The bungalow is slated for demolition as part of this 
project. 



9. Major Bibliographical References Survey No. SM-222 

Footnotes 
1. Deeds, JMM No. 1 folio 256, November 3, 1922 
2 • Deeds , JMM No • 1 f o 1 i o 2 5 5 , June 6 , 1 9 2 2 
3. Deeds, MRF No. 130 folio 134. November 7. 1966 

1 O. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property _______ _ 

Quadrangle name Stratford Hall Quadrangle scale 1 : 2 4 0 0 0 

UTM References do NOT complete UTM references 

ALU I I I I I ew I I I I I I I I I 
Zone Easting I I I I I ' Northing Zone Easting Northing 

c L.LJ .__I ............... ____ __. D LJj I I I I 
E L..i_J .__I ......__.. __ _ 

F LLJ I I 
GL_Ll ._I ___ _ 

H L_Ll 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

l ", .._:: • 

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

state code county code 

state code county code 

11. Form Prepared By 

name/title Kim Kim 1 in 

organization Maryland Historical Trust date 7/31/83 

street & number 21 S ta t e C i r c 1 e telephone ( 3 0 1 ) 2 6 9 - 2 4 3 8 

city or town Annapolis state MD 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by 
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated 
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,· 1974 supplement. 

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and 
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of 
individual property rights. 

return to: Maryland Historical Trust 
Shaw House 
21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 269-2438 

PS-2746 
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7. 1 Description (cont'd.) Survey No. SM-222 

low-pitched hipped roof which intersects the main roof. The 
center bay has a 6/1 sash window. The triple-width opening 
at the northernmost bay is covered with boards and the double­
wid th opening at the westernmost bay is covered with boards 
at the top and covered by a small, wood-shingled, box-bay 
addition at the bottom. 

On the northeast elevation, the northernmost window 
opening is similarly altered. Here, the added box bay 
covers the entire opening. Centered on this elevation is 
another large opening that is covered with boards. The size, 
shape and framing of this opening indicate that it is not 
original, and is probably a modern "picture window" opening. 
One 6/1 window occupies the easternmost bay of this elevation. 
A slightly wider 6/1 window is centered on the upper story, 
just below the rectangular attic vent. 

On the first story, temporary walls for exhibits cover 
most of the original interior fabric. A small closet 
and a storage room have original tongue-and-groove wain­
scoting. An original multi-paned door remains at the base 
of the staircase. The staircase has turned balusters and 
square newel posts with molding. The second story has three 
bedrooms, currently used as office and storage space, and a 
bathroom. The southeast room is extensively altered with 
modern panelling, but the other rooms retain their integrity. 
These have original 5-panel doors, wide, plain window frames, 
and plastered walls. 

The brick pumphouse, which is located near to the west 
corner of the house, has a steeply-pitched pyramidal roof, 
a wide two-panel door and three deep-set casement windows 
with header bond flat arches. 
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FROM 

TO 

of the Denartment of Forests -- --- ----- ------ ------ri~ct..=.t:i;J-r~s-------

Block No. ___________ -----------------

Received for Record --~n~_L_Z_19_l,_l, 

ntJ:~1.:.1._o'clock_.l?_M. Same day recorded 

, in Libcra1.R..L N o.J...3 .. ,L Folio __ LJ_ ·:;·L etc., 

one of the Lnnd Records of ..... lt _. _/7J Ml~ 
___ G'-:-1...t_.-o._..Jf ___ _____ nnd cxnmined per 

'"J_]J.1-L~1-Q __ it_.....LL'--LLJ_ _____ Clerk 
/"" -, -) Cost of Record ;_~_,_(r_L)_ _______________ _ 

' 
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L=:::>c:. v .. ::. ::.f tc::o.:;;, c·o :::.;.::.,::.;·c:.s ::.crc0n trec:ed. r:.•oe er t:::.;;; •::c a:J •:.c <><rY. "" 

r';:-.'..o, •'.'.:,.,, '""~s. ""'""· ;r;;;;,,-c,, •;.>ur1· :•:.cw •nd .od·.-;.o'..::;;..,,, to tee'""'" !:.c'.0:.;:i:;;. L• ;:: »r.y 

a!J:·.-e croc::Lec ~c.c ::.c:.'.:r·:.ec, a:.::: !.c:coy ir.t··:.o:c '.o be cor.-.e;ed; '.:;:e'..\cr ·..-ith tr.e ri;~.ts. ;:I;·;:,.,..,, 
•;;~:'..c~r.ce, a:c ;.c-.·;.::C,.;;es '.C.<ce!.c C-<'.<·:.-::.;; er •;•;,<rC.'..ir.inl> t:o~o .o:.c to t!.e ;.rn;><r t:!•e &.:,d """"t 

~rll t.~e ~aid ~~a..ry A. 5ut~erfield, Widow, 

C:ces hereby co•.:t-nant !hat she wiJl \\~rrant .specially the pro;:;·erty 
hereby f7G!"".~iE-d ~nd Cl::veyed • .&nd t:::at she wi!! EX-:"{"ute .such f;J;-!.1e.: 2ssu2·r.nces of said land. 
as r.-.ay he rc-qu:site. 

!TiiZuru the hand .one >eal of ~.;:.id .&ran.tor • 

TEST: 

St. ~~ary's 

l lir~~roy C.Ei.7ffY, thdt c:in this 

:rntl she dc~;r.~.wi~bed the fore&oin~ Deed to be 
A::- witnc!'i.5 my h.:.r,d ;inC :.. .. c:...:.ria! Seal. 

. " ..... -- ' ._ ........... - ... 
'. _______ ._,_·:.:._(·-

·- - --- ----

in the year 

:-.er 
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r--~-~ ~: ~·~ r:.....E: L·~~C1.':-i~...:......C•~-r C.:i l~·:..:~~TY~ .. 

s~a~e c: ~:~~yland ~o ~~e ~Se of The ~e?a~~~2~T of FcreSTS e.nt ?a~;:s. 
:;:-c.:-.:-ee. 

~·::T::::SS£7H, ~r.a-r in CC:-'.SiG.i::"'c."tior-. o: "'t~e S\:.;7. of :'en (Sl0.00) 
~o::c.~s, an~ other ~ood a~d va!uable co~si~e~aTic~s, the recei?~ of 
all c: :..:hich is here:,y cci-~no~leGE2d 1 t:1e s~iC !·~ary A. Out-::er!ield, 
~i~o~, ~oes ~e~eby g~ant and convey unto the said, the State of 
~~ry~and to the cse of the Depart~ent o! Forests and Parks, its 
S-.Jccesso::-s a.nC. assigns, all those pieces, parcels, lo"ts or tracts 
of ~and, si~ua~e, lying and being in the Seventh Election District 
of S~. i"~ary' s County, ~!c.ryland, and r..ore particularly described as 
!ollo~s, that is to say: 

?ARC!:L NO. 1: Lots !\i..::-~erec 28, 29, 31 and 32 in Block n·c.."7~-o:-1ed 
in t~e Colton's Point tract o~ :and as shc~n by a plat of sai~ ~ract 

of land ;-.ade ::iy ?ave, !-:c.eff t Co~.~.:::ny, Cc:-.sult:..ng Ene;ir-.ee:--s a;id ;._:--c:-::.­
~ec~s, recorded in Li~er J.F.F. ~a. 12 at folio 584, c~e of t~e ~and 
Records of said County, being all of the sarae ?ro?erty ~escribed :n a 
deed Ca~ed JJovet":'~er 3, 1922 and :-eco:--Ced in L:".~er J.~.Y.. 1:0. l, at 
folio 256, one of t~e said ~and Recor~s. 

?.t..?.C"2LNO. 2: Lets ~:i..:.::-::i~:--e-= lE, 17, :e, lS a:iC 20 :n 2.~o:::K 
!~u~."::s:-eG. 5 as s:.--.cwn \..:?On a ce!""'tain ;-~? e;-,t:.t:ed "?oint.E:a.cj.;i_s:-=..:-.e", 
Lc~is E. S~e~~e~s, Civi: ~~~~~eer, £:.:e~ A~ril 23, :927 c.~~ ~e:.~g a 
su~~ivisio~ o= !and ~cr~er:y co~~o~ly ca~:e~ and ~~c~n as ''Cc:tc~'s" 

and ~ore ~ecen~ly cal:ed and ~nown as ''?o~nt 3:ackiston'', si~~3~e, 
ly:..r:g c.:-.ci ~eing on ~:""le ?otc;:-.ac River :..r:. St. :<c.ry's Cou:1ty, S:c..~e of 
t-:c:..ry~ariC:, said r..ap being :-ecc::-Ced in P:a t :Cook J. :-:. X. i~o. 5 at: folio 
9~, o~e o: ~he L~~d Records of scid Coun~y and being ~11 of t~e sa~e 
?ro?e=-~y described in a deed da~ed Augus~ 28, 19q~ anc recorded in 
Li:;e!" !:o. 16 at folio 325, one of -::he Land Records of St .. P.ary's 

~ Co~.-J~y, ~:c.:--y~c.nd 

3~:~G all and ~he sa~e !a~~ described in a ~eed ~a~ed Ja~~ary 
26, 2955 fro:n Jc':-~n E. Eaven::e!"', t:....J~.a.rried to Frank E. 3ut:terfield 
a~~ ~a~y A. 3~t'ter~ie:c:, his ~ife~ ~he said Frank E. 3utt~rfield be~~g 
nco.: Ge:easeC, c.:1C re:cc.:-.=ec! a;;.cng the Ur.C. Recc:--ds of St. ~c.ry's Co~n-::y, 
~:a.:-y~a~c! in L~~er C.S.G. ~o. 54, folio 362 

~15 15 !.:i c~~t it'Y t.!°".L':. c:l tc>:es c:. 
t!:!~ ;;:--::;:--~;- :---:-- .. : ~.:-en ;i=--1.i.d. t.o ~d 
!~=~-:.:..:-.E;_ '"...:-.c l.:V'f t"r i.. ... o "JOC.r ot 

19~~ - ~ !; ' /J . 
-//,~~ ... :"'~ .. _· C L.:_1, •. .::::;:·..L;-e3:-.~rer 

. • .. -~ ·.:,... ~ ra.l.t U 
•- • • l_.... ___ u .. 
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~~-. -~~i>~L"J-J---,-"i£ 
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SM-22.2. Butterfield Property 
Colton ' s Point , Maryland 
Kim Kimlin 7/83 
Southeast elevation 





SM - 'Z.ZZ Butterfield Property 
Colton ' s Point, Maryland 
Kim Kimlin 7/83 
Southeast elevation from soutl 





SM-222 Butterfield Property 
Colton ' s Point , Maryland 
Kim Kimlin 7/83 
Front entrance from southeast 





SM-l'Z.7- Butterfield Property 
Colton ' s Point, Maryland 
Kim Kimlin 7/83 
Southwest and northwest 
elevations from west 





SM-ZZL Butterfield Property 
Colton's Point, Maryland 
Kim Kimlin 7/83 
Northeast elevation from 

nohth 





SM-~2L Butterfield Property 
Colton ' s Point, Maryland 
Kim Kimlin 7/83 
Porch balustrade detail from 
no~tQ 


