
'fofc 
SM~ and 179 
POINT LOOKOUT MONUMENTS 
Point Lookout State Park 

4-tJ ~ 

~26 
(See also: SM-179 & 

SM-406) 

1876 and 1910 

The smaller monument (STMA-~ was erected in 1876 by the people 

o~ St. Mary's, Charles and Calvert Counties to honor the Confederate 

soldiers and sailors who died while prisoners at the Point Lookout Fort 

federal prison camp. Its construction was (part of the activity during 

the Centennial of the American Revolution. 

The larger monument (St'MJ,.-179) was erected in 1910 by the federal 

government after the remains of the Confederate prisoners had been 
pri.sr.ws com,olMA 

moved to this site from the ~ sit~ at Point Lookout. The inscribed base 

records the names of 3, 389 dead and includes the word "Unknown,:' of uil;i,eh Wh ()1¥1 

there wer? many. 
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p. DE5CRIPTIO __ N _______ _ 

0 Good 0 Excellent 
CONDITION 

0 Fair 

(Check One) 

0 Deteriorated 0 Ruin5 ~ Unexposed 

(Check One) 

' 

(Check One) 

Q\ Altered 0 Unaltered n Moved X1 Original Site 
DESCRlBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known_) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE . 

The site of Point Lookout Civil War prison .and hospital 
for Confederates is located in lower St. Mary's County, 
Maryland, at the confluence of the PotoTllac River and the 
Chesapea~e Bay. Presently a State Park, the archaeological 
district is bounded on the norL~ by Tanner Creek, on the 
east by the Chesa::;eake Bay and on the south and west by 
the mouth of the Potomac River. The district includes 
the site of the prison caDp, hospital, fort, and other 
associated str~ctures, and the present-day U.S. Coast 
Guard lighthouse which dates, in part, prior to the Civil War. 

From 1849 to 1938 the Chesapea~e Bay shoreline receded 
as much as 950 feet. A riprap revet~ent installed along 
the Eastern Shore in 1973 has halted the erosion. ~·mile 
the shoreline of the Potomac section of the site has retained 
basically the same shape, variation as much as 50 feet 
since 1952 has proba~ly resulted in the destruction of 
archaeological resains in that area (Kent, 1974: 4). "The 
Point has been victi~ized by severe erosion, sand blows, 
and destructive storms over the years to the point that 
the surface of t.'-:e land reveals little of ~·1hat existed 
during tl1e Civil ~·:ar or prior to it." (Kent, 19 7 4: 9) 
With the rr.odernization of the park facilities and the 
construction of L~e ripra? revetwent, an archaeological 
survey \vas conducted in 19 7 3 to determine the location ~J.d 
extent of archaeological rer..ains. of the Civil ~·Jar aJ.d 
pre-Civil Nar structures and facilities. A lithograph made 
of Point Lookout between 1863-64, orovided essential 
information for t~e location and i;teroretation of the 
archaeological remains uncovered. Areas lost to erosion 
·were surveyed by u::i.de2:1.·;ater 2.rchaeologists and found to 
contain no in situ material although a more detailed survey 
is needed. ~·;rule erosion has clained a large portion of the 
site along the eastern shore, significant areas of the 
prison complex re~ain. They include: 

At least one half of the large, wheel-
shaped Ha:r:i.r.1ond Ge::-ieral Hospital; the quarter
master's office; stables; various sutlers; 
possible t~e ~harf and warehouses close by; the 
original light-house and buoy shed, (still standing); 
several hospital i:1ards to L1e north ·of Har:-E:ond I 
General Hos?ital; the extre~e western portion of 
the Rebel Prison Canp; the cattle yard; a line 
of rifle p•i ts; Fort Lincoln; aYid, the naj ori ty 
of the eYica:c.:;::iments located alo:-ig L.1e Potomac s!"lore, 
to nane a f e·;1. 

In addition, the presence of two residences 
predating the Civil Kar are indicated, and 
L'1ere are likely to be Indian ca::-.ps close at hand 
(Popes Creek po-'.:tcry, J.J.iddle \·ioodland period) 
(Kent, 19 7 ci : 3 7) . 

'-------- . - . - -- -- --- --- - - . --- . 

(See continuation sheet) 
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Point Lookout Prison Camp Archaeological Site 

7. DESCRIPTION, continued 

It is the only re~aining standing structure that was 
present during the Civil War occupation. The Coast Guard 
lighthouse at the extre~e southern tip of the peninsula 
was constructed in 1830 and remained in continu~l use Q~til 
1966. Fron 1878 to 1948 the lighthouse and surround~ng 
area served as a Coast Guard station. The lighthouse 
is a two-story fra:rr.e residence with a hip roof. The light 
is located at the apex of the roof. An engraving of the 
area as a Civil 'i·iar orison car.,p indicates that the li<;ht 
rested on a much taller base equivilent in height to the 
two story residence. The light has not been in service 
since 1966. 

The first major Civil War structure erected at the 
Point was the Ha~:icnd General Hospital 1·:hich extended ncrtl:- J 

ward ::':ror:-, the ligh L"louse and encompassed the southern 
portion of the Point fror:-1 the shores of the Potomac to the 
beaches of the Chesapea~e. The hospital rested on wooden 
posts driven into the soft sands of the Point. ~·/hile ::ost 
moulds and nail align~e~ts have been reported from this 
area, the exact position of the hospital has not been 
deter::1ined. The plans for t.'-ie hospital, which judging fror:: 
the 1863-4 lithograph were faithfully executed, called for 
a hospital: 

which consisted of a series of buildings forming 
a circle, b~·enty in all, arranged like the S?okes 
in a wheel. The buildings included fifteen wards, 
175 by 25, and one building 175 by 50, used as the 
headquarters for t~e doctors, for linen, and 
other stores. These sixteen buildings were connected 
by a circular roofed corridor eight feet wide, and 
one hundred one feet in circu~ference. The space 
between each two of these buildinqs was thrity-six 
feet; and in the angle of the circulpr space, 
four buildings, each 77 by 25 1\·ere erected: (c) 
the Chapel, (d) the Half-Diet Kitchen, (e) the 
Library und Reading Room, and (f) the Knapsack 
and Baggase Roor:: .. '-'>- 20,000 gallon water tank 
was provided to flood the hospital in case of fire 
(Beitzell, 1972: 19). 

The cottaqes, hotel, and other structures dating before 
the Civil K2r occ~?.J.tion w~en the Point ~as a fashionable 
resort and bat~in; place were converted into hospitals ~i~h 
the exceptio~ of those occu?ied by surgeons, the officers cf 

(See continu.J.tion sheet No. 2) 
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7. DESCRIPTION, continued 

the military depart:::ent, the sisters of charity and others 
(Beitzell, 1972: 103). The 1863 lithograp!.1 reveals the 
multitude cf buildings within t::~_s oili tary-hospi tal co:::i.?lex: 
ba~eries, c~l.~issary, laundry, guard house, post office, 
boarding j~use, sutler's house, general store, hospital 
wards, ware:louses, and ·wharfs. Investigations of this 
rich archaeological area have been li~ited to a surface 
survey witj a metal detector which did not produce meaningful 
results. Icposting the present shore line over the shore 
line depicted in the 1863 liL~ograph roughly indicates 
that the area east of the "Gazette o::::ice" and Guard 
quarters ~ay have been lost to erosion (see enclosed 
li thogra;::i, Building No. 2 0) • This area would i::Lcl ude tte 
cor.nande~'s hea~~uarters and various ad:::i.inistrative offices 
along the 3ay shore (Lithograph, 186 3: ~o. 31-4 2) • 

The blacksnith shop - stables - contraband cuarters 
complex has been pinpointed nortlr of the present parking 
lot and S8'-1th of t:he for::-:ter ;:rison conpound by the reco·v·2ry 
of hand wroucht spikes, horseshoes and an eagle union 
button (K2~t, 197~: 19). Aerial photographs show the 
location o:: t:1e cattle yard and the road netvork. On ground 
investig~ticns have been linited in t~is area to surface 
collecting a~a a netal detector s~rvey. 

The Confederate orison co~~ound is delineated bv 
ditches s:io~n in .a 1938 aerial ~hotograph of the sit~. 
Differential vegitation patterns outline the location of 
roads and gutters between buildings in the remaining 
extre~e western oortion of the can~. Ironstone souotureen 
fragnents, wine bottle glass, and ~t~er diagnostic arti~Rcts 
have been recovered frc~ the surface 0£ this area (Kent, 
1974: 21). ~~o separate orison conoounds,which divided 
the officers £rol"'.". the enlisted T:".e.J., - '::el·e surroc.:nded by a 
ten to h:el.ve foot high plank fence circu.."T.vem:.ed by a 
plank•;.;ay u:::::;:-i 1·1hic~1 the g:.:.arc:s :-r.ain te.i:;.ed a constant watc'.1. 
The prisic~ers lived in tents throug~ou~ the entire perioa. 
Wooden stru=tures housing t~e ~ess halls, infirDarv and other 
functions '•:ere located wi t...'iin the western section of the 
stockade. • 

On the Potomac shore of the peninsula northwest of 
the prison cacpound are t!"le above ground remains of Fort 
Lincoln, erected sometime between 1863-4 in reaction to 
ru~ors o~ 2~ i~?ending Con~cdcrate 
priso~ers. The urc2nt pre9araticn 
£erred to .L. - ,,.,, li tcrature :-::ay l::e 

a~te~~t to free t~e 

of defensive ~or~s re
docc=e~ted by the ~iscovery J 

(See continu~tion sheet No. 3) 
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7. DESCRIPTION, continued 

of the remains of a possible building which was apparently 
burnt down instead of torn down in preparation for the 
fort's erection. This feature was uncovered by bulldozers 
preparing for the placenent of a riprap revetment along the I 
fort's western wall. The fort is squar'e in plan with earthern / 
parapets forming a walkway around the cerir.:eter. Three of the 
corners are rounded and extend beyond the square peri~eter. 
The fourth corner has been eroded awav as has been the.western 
wall. These corner protrusions are probably gun emplacements. 
The outer 1·1all s loces Ciown to a moat or ditch v.'hich surrounds I 
the fo'rt. _ The in t~rior walls were possibly reinforced by 
wooden posts. A depression of the south wall marks the entrance 
{Kent: 1974: 12). 

The union reginents were stationed at the Point ca!rr;ied 
along the sout~ern shores of Lake Conoy from the Potomac 
to the Chesapeake shores. \foile the eastern camps have been 
lost to the Bay, the western area has produced archaeological 
features connected with daily car? activities. Excavations 
in the area nor~:1 of Fort Lincoln. revealed a dol:ble oven 
used in the preparation of food and possibly bullets. Other 
areas nort'.1 of the Fort have proci.ucea surface finds of nu..'T.erous 
minie balls, rr;us::et balls, coorlv for:ned varieties of minie 
balls, and lead spews all i~dica~ive of bullet making activitiesJ 
Kent speculates of the basis of this data that each company I 
was re~p?ns~ble f~r th~ :nanufac~ure ?f it~ own bullets (~?74: 21~) 

Lir.u ted testins; o:;:: t·i'lo ::cesicential sites located sout:..:.1 
of Lake Conoy produced debris of the eighteenth and ni~eteenth 
centu~·· Ironstone, pearlware, brown salt-glazed stoneware, 
blue and c:;::::-eeri s~1ell-edses pear1'..'a2"."e and brmm oxide ccr.bed I 
yello·.-1 sli~· ... •are ;·:as found. "The presence of bro·.-;n salt-glazed j 

stoneware is so~ewhat indicative of a late seventeenth and I 
early eichteenth century corr:po::-ient at tl1e site." (:Kent, 1974:30) 
T~e.reside~~: on the.so~theast shor~ of Lake C?noy ?reduced 1

1 

sinilar ar~i=acts bu~ ot a larger size suggesting tnat the 
area has esca?ed cultivation. The residenbes were probably 
of low or niddle inccrr:e status. 

The ssall =ox hospital on the north side of Lake Conoy 
and the Union .soldiers burial grou~c north of the present 
primitive ca~~ ~rea have not been located. The Confederate 
"Gra'\·e Y c!rd ~o. l" nort!-1 of the pri soci carnp area may be 
repr~sented by an alignIT.ent of depressions (Kent, 1974: 18). 

GPO 9Cl-724 
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0 20th Century 

0 Urban Planning 
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·-
Containing a pea~ population of 20,110 prisoners in 

April of 1865, Point Lookout uas the largest Union 
prisoner of war cao? for Confederates. With a 25 per
cent death rate, the Poi~t Lookout prison surpassed 
the death rate at A.."1dersonville even t!.l.ough the Ha::t:,o:'.1 
General Eos?ital i:vit:.1 1,400 beds was located at the 
site. The innu."":1ani ties corr.mi t ted at Andersonville 1·;ere 
repeated at Point Loo~out but have re~ained hidden te~eat~ 
the drifting sa:Llds of t.11e Point and within the dt:sty 
docusents of ~overnnental agencies. Archaeological 
investigatio:;s by Jonathan Kent (1974) and docu.--:'.entary 
researc~ bv E~win Beitz2ll (1972) nrovide excellent 
sources of- in:ornatio::-i about t~1e history of tne site a.id 
its present condition. Beitzell's investigations 
revealed the site not only contained a hospital, stag~~g 
area, and a 9risoner of war depot, but also was the 
headquarters of the St. ~·Iary' s County 1-lili tary Dist.rict, 
es tablis:'1ed to control t~e '.::lro-sout:.1 local oo:rnla ti on. 
The site 11as the pri::-.ary ob]ective of 3radl;y1 s raid 
in 1864, whic~ while destroying tra::-is?ortation and 
comr.rnnica ti on .;::et:orks around .i3al tir:10re and \·lashir.cton 
\~as c'enri\•ea' oF -~~~"~~~c Poi~~ Loo~o··~ -~a' r0 le-sJn~ ·y .. - .._ a.~._(,..O,...._...n . ..-.1. .. ~ ....... .i.I... •"- U.\- ~! - c!. ..L l.~ 

the prisoners because of the ?Ublication of the ?lan. 
Named St. :-1icnael by Fatner Andrff.-,T i·;ni te, s. J., 

the area of Point Lockout was one of t~e earliest land 
grants in ::2ryl2nd, patented on irngust 30, 1634 to 
Governor Lecnard Calvert from Lord Bal til.lore. \·;:-.ile 
the early history o:: th2 site is related primarily to 
agricult~ral activities, in 1648 and in 1681 the area
was the sce~e o:: the ~illing of sev2ral colonists by 
India:1s (B2itzell, 1972: l). The b:o seventeenth and 
eig:Yteenti.1. century 10'.·1 or Diddle incor::e status resicences 
represent excellent opportunities to conduct unique 
archc:::.eolocical researc:1 of the virtuallv UC"lknmm cultu::::-e 
of t:i1e coi'..'""'."\On. r.:a:i in early .:'.\.:-,:eric2n history (Kent, 197~: 39). 

·The U.S. Coast Guard li~hthouse is of sinc;t:lar arc;1itectur:.l 
ru"1d historic.:ll \'.J.lue iYL.:t is included 'di t:1in the C.istric"':. 
as the o~ly standing structure reLlaining fron the period 
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8. SIGNIFICANCE, continued 

of the Civil War occupation. One of the earliest cor.unerci al 
resorts in Maryland, the Point's recreational assets were 
recognized in 1857 by \'lilliam c. Johnson who led._ the develo?
ment of a hotel and over one hundred sumrner cottages 
(Beitzell, 1972: 3, 19). 

Beginning in July of 1862, the pleasant atffiosphere of the 
Point was replaced by the serious task of preparin~ facilities 
for the Civil \·/ar wounded. The wheel shaped Hamrnond General 
Hospital ·was co:rr.pleted by August of 186 2 at which tine 
350 Federal wounded beca~e the first patients. The hospital 
also accepted so~e Confederate wounded. After the Battle o~ 
Gettysburg, the 8,000 to 10,000 Confederat~ injured at the 
battle necessitated t~e conversion of the Point into a prisioner 
of war depot as well as a hospital. Constructed to house a 
peak population o:: 10 ,000 ?risoners, the ca:r'.".p surpass:~a. · 
that figure in 186.J. The bm separate enclosures hoC.sin<; t:-ie 
officers and enlisted men were later used to house enlisted l..e.:: 1· 

when the officers \·:ere transferred to other canps to ?reve!1t 
escapes. The prisoners lived in cloth tents; requisitions 
for wooden barracks being denied by t:ie Secretary of War ~hose 
policy was to treat the Confederate prisoners in a similar 
manner to that received by Union priscners in Confederate 
camps. Unlike the Confederates, the Union officials had t~:e 
means and ca~acities to rectify t~e de~lorable orison conditic.::s~ 
but the eye for an eve policy of t~e Federal bureaucrats was t~e 

ulti~ate cause of the high deat~ rate at Federal prisons 
which a~ounted to at least 3,455 Confederate d~aths at Point 
Lookout (Beit=ell, 1972). This is a conservative esti~ate 
accordi~; the Seitzell K~O feels that an ultimate toll of over 
4,000 deaths ~ay so~e day be realized. 

\·lhile guarded by the battle-tested 2nd and 12th regir..e:-its, 
New Har:ips:iiYe \'ol cn tee rs, t11e ;)r1sc.::ers received fair tre a t:-r.er.-..:: · 1 

But with t~e arrival of draftees a~d ~esro troops, t~e pliqjt 
of the priso:1ers ~orsened as 38 or ~ore prisoners were sho~ wi~hl 
out cause and t:1e ;uards respo:isi2,.::.e ::iot brought to ter:::-.s. 
Humanitarian e££orts by local resic2r.ts and southern officials 
were constantl::'. fr:.:strated bv the Federal governr.ent. 

\'lit~1 i!1c.r22sinc; nur.'.bers of pri.so:-:ers, SU?plies, facilities, 
and water '.·:ere in s'.J.ort s Uf';?lY resulting in an i:icre as ed 
death rate. A~pro~i~ately 1,532 prisoners died during the 
last seven r.·.0'1t:1s 0£ tl1e priso:-is use. "By July 5, 1865, c.11 
the prisoners ~3c ~22~ released cxce~t a few in the hospital: 
and on Jul~ 13, ?oint Loo~oGt ~as officially discontinued 
as a garrison :=ost. "(.Scitzell, 1972: 41). 

(See continuation sheet No. 5) GPO 921-~24 
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Point Loc:..::out P::::-ison Ca.r:,p Archaeological Site 

8. SIGNIFICA..~CE, continued 

In 1866 the Federal Govern~ent took steps to dismantle 
the prison ca.:::D aC1d estw.blish a :\2tional Cemetery. The 
camp ·was subseq:uently dis::lantled a::a. the remains of the 
dead rer..ovec3. or relocated. In -c..':.e twentieth century the 
area reverted bac~ to recreational use which continued 
after the land ~as ~urchased by t~e State of Maryland in 1962. I 
Since that ti~G t~e State ~as been developing the recreational !' 

potential of the site but ~as until recently ignored the I 
historical value. The State has ~aken ~easures to inventory 
the historical resources, to chec~: the erosion, and to prevent ,I 

casual digging for relics by infor~ed werr~ers of tne publ~c. . 
The ric~ arc~aeolcGical and historical resources of the district 1 

are only begin~ing to be recognized. 
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r 10. CEOGRAPHICAL DATA -. . . 
l L'TITUl"'E A .. !:' LC',.G1-·10E COORDINATES ·-LA Tl TU OE ANO L t)NGITUOE COORDINATES 

DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PRODf"RTY J ~ DEFINING Th ........... r::.R POIN I OF A ;:o .. oPERTY 
OF LESS THAN TFN ACRES --CORNER LA.TITUOE LONGITUCE • LATITUDE LONGITUDE 

Degrees Minutes Seconds De gr'! 1 Minute~ S.-.-"' .. ""• Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes S.concls 
NW -- - 0 . . 0 . . - . ~ ' . ~ NE , .. ~ 

"' - ' SE ' . -
cw 1 - ~ .. I I ---- :... - -

APPROXIMATE "CREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: 220 acres 
ILIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PRt;)PERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE: COOE COUNTY CODE 

STATE: COOE COUNTY: COOE 

STATE: CODE COUNTY: CODE 

STATE: COOE COUNTY: CODIE 

f:l 1. FORM PREPARED BY 
NAME ANO TITLE: 

Wavne E. Clark. Archaeolocrical Intern 
OR GANI ZA Tl ON ~ATE 
Marvlc.nd Historical Trust uqust 1974 

STREET AND ,,;u, .. aER: 

? ~? c; Ri "IT:::. p,..,;::i,.. 
CITY OR TOM..r: . STATE CODIE 

'21.-nT\::>~01ic:: f.i::i,-v l ::..,.., ,.- 2.t!. 
112. SiATE.Ll:.i$CN OFFICER -CERTIFIC/,l ICN NATIONAL REGISTER VER!FICJ. TION 

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-

tional Historic Presen·ation Act oi 1966 (Public Law 
I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

89-665), I hereby nominate this prcperty for inclusion· 
National Register. 

in the National Register and certify that it has been . 
Pvaluated accord ins:: to the c--iteria and procedures set 

forth by the National Park Service. The recom~nded 
Dinctor, Office of Arch-lofll' and lliatoric Pre•erYation 

level or significance o( this n~mmation is: 

National 0 State 0 Local 0 

I Ih!e 

Name 
ATTEST: 

Orlando Ridout IV 

Title State µic:toric Prec:ervatipn 
Officer Keeper of The Narional Rct:ister 

Date Dale 
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COUNTY: -··· J 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY 

ENTRY NUMBER I DATE 
(Type all entries - complete applicable sections) I 

nr NAME.•·····.•· ... · . . · .. 
COMMON: 

ro int Lookout i::- ~ l ' . . 
ANP~0:f ri'tTY.~~kout Prison7-Fort Lincoln 

,f2. LOCATtON 
, 

S0TREET AND NUMBER: 

CITY OR TOWN: 
Point Lookout 

STATE I CODE I COUNTY: I CODE 
Maryland I l St. :Marv's r 

13. CLASSfFICATION 

VI 
CATEGORY 

STATUS 
ACCESSIBLE 

OWNFRSHIP 
TO THE PUBLIC (Check One) 

z 
0 

District D Building =i Public ~ Public Acquisition: Occupied D Yes: 

Site ~ Structure Private D In Process D Unoccupied OCJ Restricted D 
~ 

t-

~ 

Both D Being Considered ~" Preservation work Unrestricted lXJ Object ~ in progress D No: D 

-- u PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

:::> Agricultural 0 Government 0 Park ~ Transportation 0 Comments D 
0::: Commercial 0 Industrial 0 Private Residence 0 Other (Specify) 0 
t- Educational 0 Military Kl ReHgious 0 

VI 
Eritertainment 0 Museum D Scientific 0 

z 14. OWNER OF PROPERTY J/. 
OWNERS NAME: / C"lr+- ~i/T-- ~ ~ . -) State of Maryland (_ , _ f-olQJ r c:t..J~ 

w 
w 

STREET-~D N~~ER• 
, 

){"'""" ,;; LU' ~!Jr 
VI CITY OR TOWN: I STATE' l CODE '" 

~--~-.P /l_{ -, -f 

I ./1 .. 
!.! -f 

I$. LOCAllON OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
fTl 

COURTHOUSE·, REGISTRY OF DEEDS. ETC: 
St. Mary's County Courthouse 

STREET AND NUMBER: 

Cl TY OR TOWN: 

/ STAT~rvland 1 CODE I 
n 
0 

Leonardtown I c 
z 

c,-00 : 
-f 

APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: c~c~n~ - -< 

16. REPRESENJATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS I 
TITLE OF SURVEY: 

I 

DATE OF SURVEY: Federal n Stole 0 County ~ Local 0 fTl 
z 

- DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS: -f 'Tl 
)J 

0 -< ::0 
z z 

STREET AND NUMBER: I c -u 
~ V> 
rn c fTl 
)J V> 

CITY OR TOWN: !STATE' I 
CODE ..___ .__ m 

I 0 
0 
z .. r 

-f -< 
fTl 



(Check One) 
CONDITION 

Excellent X:J Good 0 Fair 0 Deteriorated 0 Ruins 0 Unexposed 0 
(Check One) 

Altered 0 Unaltered :t:J 
(Check One) 

INTEGRITY 
Moved 0 Original Site ~ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

P<'int Lookout is a narrow flat area at the extreme :r. 
southernmost tip of St. Mary's County, at the junction 
of the Potomac River and the Chesaneake Bay. It isalrn!!sl; 
surrounded by tidal water~ .aad. is ~ne e:f the meet \)gautiful 
.s.:ee't3 in Ma1 'Y land. '1lA- h .... ~ · 

It is the site of the 500 acre Point Lookout Maryland 
State Park, which includes the Civil War fort known as 
Fort Lincoln. Excavations show the outline of the fort, 
which covers anproximately one acre. 

. The li'ederal monu.ment to the Confederate prisoners 
1 

' ~o di d at Paint Lookout Prison is adjacent to the state 
~ oar t is the only monument ever erected by the Federal 
V .. overnment to Confederate soldiers. It is still maintained 

by the Federal Government. 
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N. ~- FIE°LO SHEET 
f~ $lCRlFtCAN'Cf 

PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

Pre-Columbian D 16th Century D 
15th Century D 17th Century XJ 

SPECIFIC DATEIS) (If Applicable and Known) 

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

Aboriginal Education ~ 
Prehistoric D Engineering D 
Historic ~ Industry D 

Agriculture D Invention D 
Art D Landscape 

Commerce D Architecture D 
Communications D Literature rxi 
Conservation D Military Xl 

Music D 

18th Century D 
19th Century XJ 

Political D 
Religion/Phi-

losophy D 
Science D 
Sculpture D 
Social/Human-

itorian D 
Theater D 
Transportation D 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (Include Personaaes, Dates, Events, Etc.) 

5M-Z0 

20th Century D 

Urban Planning D 
Other (Specify) D 

Near the outbreak of the Civil War the Federal 
Government built Hammond General Hospital at Point Lookout 
for Union Soldiers. After the battle of Gettysburg it 
became a nrison for Confederate soldiers. By the end of 

~ the war there were over 20,000 nrisoners at the Point. 
~( 1----The famous writer Stdney Lanier was one of the nrisoners. 

'P- Conditions were so bad and the nrisoners were so 
mistreated that 27% of them died. This comnares with the 
24~ mortality rate at the famous Confederate Andersonville 
Prison in Georgia. 

After the war the nrisoners were set free and had to 
walk home from Point Lookout. Many of them passed through 
Leonardtown, the County Seat of St. Mary's County, and -
were aided by the citizens. 

W

z Many of the bodies of the prisoners who died were 
moved to their former homes in the South by their families. 
Those that remain are marked by the Federal monument~ 

;f bronze Plaque GH 'tffli9b states si'1ply: 
w 

"irected by the United States to mark the burial nlace 
of Confederate soldiers and sailors who died at Point ~ 
Lookout Maryland while prisoners of war and were buried 
to the number of 3384, but whose remains were subsequently 
removed either to their resnective homes, or to this 
cemetery where the individual g!'".aves cannot be identified." 
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c 
Chronicles of St. Mary's - a monthly oublication of the 

St. Mary's Historical Society 

Yesterday In Old St. Mary's County - By Robert E T. Pogue • 

Georgetown University Archives, St. Mary's Beacon Files Gw R~ /\ b.o 
"Ur-.,r/.;.s.·,--

War of the Rebellion Official Records vc 
(D~IR~ l!l;;l:u1pe) G ie-;:, N .b < <. (,, ~~ iJ\..._ 1.-<.-:J!J • v ""~·-·. J' C-<'.'1"1 ,r;,i:- y r"'r~..:. Sch~& 

10. GEOGRAPHICAL DAT A ~L. .P~·,h.Q~.~~~ / ~ ~ .. ? ~.,.;,. A,..._."l . 
LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES 0 

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES 

DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY 

R OF LESS THA.N ON~ ACRE 

CORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE LATITUDE LONGITUDE 

Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds 

NW 0 . 0 . 0 . 0 . 
NE 0 . 0 . 
SE 0 . 0 . 
SW 9 . 0 . 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE: CODE COUNTY CODE 

STATE: CODE COUNTY: CODE 

STATE: CODE COUNTY: CODE 

STATE: CODE COUNTY: CODE 

dl. FORM PREP.A.RED BY 
NAME AND TITLE: 

-~~~£ ;::~-Robert !i~ Po~e 
.. 

""• ,c,,.c,> v • --
ORGANIZATION v 

IDA~E/1 c;/,;o Commi ttee:1.; .• Md. Historical Trust 
STREET AND NUMBER: 

CITY OR TOWN: STATE CODE 

Bush wood ;.~ .... rvi J::inn ?nf.1 R /<:.f 
12. STATE LIAISON OFFICER CERTlftCAiH::>N NATIONAL REGlSTER VERlF1CATfON 

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 
I herebv certify that this property is included in the 

89-665), 1 hereby nominate this property for inclusion National Register. 

in the National Register and certify that it has been 

evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 
Chief, Office of Archeo/o(iy and Historic Preservation 

level of significance of this nomination is: 

National 0 State D Local D 

Date 
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