S M -289
RICHARD MEDLEY HOUSE
Beachville
Private circa 1890

Though modernization has altered the appearance of this frame
house, its original design is still apparent. With a two-story, A-roof
principal block and a 1 1/2-story kitchen attached to a gable end,
its original size and design are identical to those of most other houses
of the black watermen/landowning farmers who settled in the area known
as Gum Landing in Beachville near the turn of the 20th century. This
house was probably built circa 1890 on the land Richard Medley purchased
at that time. He was the first Negro known to have bought and cleared

land in Gum Landing, and after him came the Carrolls, Butlers, Coles,

Smallwoods and other black families.
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DESCRIPTION

CONDITION CHECK ONE ‘:::l/fl( ONE
—EXCELLENT — DETERIORATED 7WALTERED RIGINAL SITE
GOOD —RUINS ¥_ALTERED -—MOVED DATE
—FAIR —UNEXPOSED

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

According to George S. Carroll (STMA-283), this ome
and a half story, balloon frame house was originally built
and designed in similar fashion to thepther houses of
black farmers/watermen in Beachville. It consisted of
a principal block ofiﬁhree bays arranged with bilateral
symmetry, v;'ith a oné story kitchen attached to the west
gable end. The house faces north, towards St. Inigoes
Rde A short distance behind it is Gum Landing, where
the boats of the Beachville watermen were harbored. See

Con Slide Callacmgon. £rmnA-2P3)
aerial photographs of this commnity taken in the 1950's
by the U.S. Navy,

In recent years, a small screen porch pas been added
along the facade of the principal block, and the kitchen
raised almost a half story. A story and a half has been
added to the east side of the rear length, and later
a one story roam was joined to the L and back length of the
original house, £illing in ‘bhé;:- and making a rectangle.
Thus, the amount of living space has been doubled in recent
Years, separating household activities and creating more

privacye.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW
—PREHISTORIC  _ARCHEOLUGY-PREHISTORIC  _COMMUNITY PLANNING —LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE  _RELIGION
—1400-1499 —ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC __CONSERVATION —LAW —_SCIENCE
—1500-1599 ymfuuuns __ECONOMICS —LITERATURE —SCULPTURE
—1600-1699 RCHITECTURE __EDUCATION —MILITARY QS{ALT/HUMAmTAmAN
—1300-1799 —ART __ENGINEERING —Music —THEATER

1800-1899 —COMMERCE __EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT  __PHILOSOPHY —TRANSPORTATION
—1900- —COMMUNICATIONS —INDUSTRY —POLITICS/GOVERNMENT zﬁ: (SPECIFY)

__INVENTION

Black History

‘ BUILDER/ARCHITECT R
SPECIFIC DATES c. 1890's U Richard Medley

. STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

According to George S, Carroll, this house was the hame of Richard Medley,
one of the most pr#minent of the black farmers/watermen in Be;achv:i_]_'Le.
Land records (Deed, JoF.Fe 11/502) show that he purchased this property
in 1890 from James A, Tennison, whose family had been antebellum
planters, This is the earliest recorded deed of the black familijes
who founded this cammnity at Beachville. He was, therefore, probably
one of thefirst, if not the first, of the landowning familiesto clear
this jand and to develop it into farmland, Medley was also one of the
largest landowners in the éomrmni’cy of small farmers, deeds showing
that he purchased three separate small tracts tota:l_'l.ixylé% acreas in
the 1890's and in the first quar’er of the 20th century he added to this.
He left parcels of his holdings to his danghter, Hemrietta Medley
Shurbrooks and his sons: Prophet, Charles, and John. The houses of
thé?ast two are 5till standing and have been record:d as part of this
Survey o

According to George S. Carroll, Richard Medley was a carpenter
and built this house, He passed on these skills to his sons, and they

—_— in turn built their houses, the only ones in the Cammnity to do soe.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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EBMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY

FJGEOGRAPHICAL DATA

ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE COUNTY
STATE COUNTY
[B1FORM PREPARED BY
NAME / TITLE )
George W. McDaniel, Historic Sites Surveyor
ORGANIZATION . . . . DATE
Md. Commission on Afro-American History & Culture
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE
20 Dean Street 269-2893
CITY OR TOWN STATE
Annapolis, Md. 21401

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA;

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438
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