S'M =07 1890-1910
James G. Curtis House

Mechanicsville Vicinity

Private

This frame house consists of a principal block
that is two stories in height, three bays in length,
one bay in depth, and has a small, one story kitchen
attached to the rear length., In plan, the downstairs
consists of two small rooms in the main block, and
two upstairs, This design is a common one among the

homes of small landowners in the late 19th and early
20th centuries,
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This two story frame house stands on the summit of a hill
facing north and looking out towards Delabrooke Rd. which is
about 75 y ards in front of it. At one time this house was
probably the only dwelling on the property, but today dwellings
for Mr. Curtis' children have been built .nearby, a common
occurence on the properties of black landowners that have been
surveyed.

The house consists of principal block of two stories with
a one story, one room kitchen (with wood stove) attached to the
east side of the rear length. The design of the facade is a
common one, a door centrally located with two windows flanking it
(See houses at Beachville, such as STMA-283). A shed screen
porch has been added to ffont, the weathefboards covered with aluminum
siding, and the wooa shingles roof with tar paper:’ all the changes
reflecting the modern fixtures of a contemporary folk house.

The interior plan of the principal block is laid out in a
hall and chamber design with a boxed starcase ascending the south-
eastern corner, and a brick stove chimney ascending the exterior
western gable end. Behind the house are several outbuildings,
now used primarily for storage, but reminiscent of the days when

this was a working farm.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

This house is another example of the house form that was
adopted by small landowning black families in the late 19th and
early 20th centuries.

The owner/occupant has been a helpful oral informant, having
been raised at Cremona, (STMA-93A) which is located nearby.

He also led me to Abraham Medley's log house.

One of the advantages to the continuity of family ties
is seen at Curtis' house. He is an elderly widower and lives
alone, but since his children's families live close at hand,
his grandchildren are often at his house to lend him a
hand with the household activities and chores, plus provide
the company that is needed, especially by the elderly who

live alone.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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George W. McDaniel, Historic Sites Surveyor

ORGANIZATION . . . . DATé
Md. Commission on Afro-American History & Culture

STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE

20 Dean Street 269-2833

CITY OR TOWN STATE

Annapolis, Maryland 21401

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438
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