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Maddox-Lee House 
Abell 
Private 

1880's or 90's 

This attractive one and a half story house 
served as the residence for the Maddox family, a 
landowning Negro family that made its living almost 
exclusively from the water. Their dwelling is re
presentative of many of those of waterman in the; 
area. 
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INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY 

0NAME 
HISTORIC 

The Maddox-Lee House 
AND/OR COMMON 

· llLOCATION 
sTREET&NUMBER west side of Abell Rd. 

CITY. IOWN 
Abell 

VICINITY OF 

STATE 
Md. 

DcLASSIFICATION 

CATEGORY 

_DISTRICT 

_BUILDING(S) 

..!sTRUCTURE 

_SITE 

_OBJECT 

OWNERSHIP 

_PUBLIC 

STATUS 

_!ocCUPIED 

X-PRIVATE -UNOCCUPIED 

_BOTH _WORK IN PROGRESS 

PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE 

_IN PROCESS bEs RESTRICTED 

_BEING CONSIDERED _YES UNRESTRICTED 

_NO 

DOWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME Nellie Lee 

STREET & NUMBER 

1229 G St., S.E. 
CITY. TOWN 

Washington - VICINITY OF 

. IJLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE. 

REGISTRYOFDEEDS,ETC. st. Mary's County Courthouse 
STREET & NUMBER 

CITY. TOWN 
Leonardtown 

II REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

None 
DATE 

CONGR7ss10NAL DISTRICT 

COUNTY 

St. Mary's 

PRESENT USE 

_AGRICULTURE _MUSEUM 

_COMMERCIAL _PA;iK 

_EDUCATIONAL !_PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

_ENTERTAINMENT _RELIGIOUS 

_GOVERNMENT _SCIENTIFIC 

_INDUSTRIAL 

_MILITARY 

Telephone #: 

_TRANSPORTATION 

_OTHER 

STATE I Zl.p code 
D.C. 20001 

Liber #: 
Folio #: 

47 
20) 

STATE 
Md. 

_FEDERAL -STATE _COUNTY _LOCAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR 

SURVEY RECORDS 

CITY.TOWN STATE 



B DESCRIPTION 

_EXCELLENT 

.iGoOD 

_FAIR 

CONDITION 

_DETERIORATED 

_RUINS 

_ UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

_UNALTERED 

µLTERED 

CHECK ONE 

ARIGINAL SITE 

_MOVED DATE __ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

This attractive one and a half story frame house looks out 

over Little Creek, a protected inlet that empties into St. 

Clement's.mm:::r-'t..t serves as an excellent docting place ~f ~~ 
small water craft. No do~t this' site was selected because 

~ ,- n ce 
of this, aREl~its owners were , like many other Negroes in 

the Abell community, watermen. 

The house is three bays in length and one in width. Its 

principal facade (south) has a door centrally located, 

flanked with a window on either side, each opening into 

one of the two rooms downstairs. '.i.:he entire facade is shel-

tered by a screened porch. Above the downstairs are smaller 

ones ofor the upstairs rooms. On the east gable end is attached 

a smaller one story room that served as the kitchen. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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II SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

_PREHISTORIC -ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC _COMMUNITY PLANNING _LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE _RELIGION 

_1400-1499 -ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC _CONSERVATION _LAW _SCIENCE 

_1500-1599 -AGRICULTURE _ECONOMICS _LITERATURE -SCULPTURE 

_16()0-1699 ~RCHITECTURE _EDUCATION _MILITARY .!sOCIAUHUMANITARIAN 

_1700-1799 _ART _ENGINEERING _MUSIC _THEATER 

..lCi&00-1899 -COMMERCE _EXPLORATION/SETILEMENT _PHILOSOPHY _TRANSPORTATION 

_1900- _COMMUNICATIONS _INDUSTRY _POLITICS/GOVERNMENT ifOTHER (SPECIFY) 

_INVENTION 

Black History 

SPECIFIC DATES Last Quarter of 19th BUILDER/ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

This house served as the family of Lee and 1~1ary Maddox, 

according to oral informant Bernice Clark Sherman. According to 

her, Lee did not farm at all, but dependeJ ~x~lusively upon 

the water for his living. Its design and construction is similar 

to the homes of the Negro watermen of the Beachville community 

further down the Potomac River in St. Mary's County. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



IIIMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

CONTINUE ON SE~AR,ATE SHEET IF NECESS~Y 

II!JGEOGRAPHICALDATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY--------

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME/ TITLE 

George w. McDaniel, Historic Sites Surveyor 
ORGANIZATION DATE 

Md. Commission on Afro-Ameriaan History and Culture 
STREET & NUMBER 

20 Dean St. 
CITY OR TOWN 

Annapolis 

TELEPHONE 

STATE 

Md. 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 
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